
CHAPTER XX. 

THE WAR FOR THE FUR TRADE. 

FORMERLY the great Northwest abounded in ga,me and water-fowl* 
The small lakes ancl lesser water-courses were full of beaver, otter 
and muskrats. In  the forests were found the marten, the raccoon, 
and other fur-bearing animals. The plains, partially submerged, 
and the rivers, whose current had a sluggish flow, the shallow lakes, 
producing annual crops of wild rice, of nature's own sowing, teemed 
with wild geese, duck and otheraquatic fowl bursting in their very 
fatness.. ;+ 

T h e  turkey, in his glossy feathers, strutted the forests, sollle of 
them being of prodigious size, weighing thirty-sis pounds.? 

The shy deer and the lordly elk, crowned with outspreading horns, 
. grazed upon the plain and in the open woods, while t,he solitary moose 

I 

. browsed upon the buds in t,he thick copsewood that gave him food 
and a hiding place as well. The fleet-footed antelope nibbled at the 
tender grasses on the prairies, or bounded away orer the ridges to 
hide in the valleys beyond, from the approach of the stealthy wolf 
or wily Indian. The belts of timber along the water-courses 

* " The plains and prairies (referring to the country on either side of the Illinois 
River) are all covered with buffaloes, roebucks, hinds, stags, and different kind of fallow 
deer. The feathered game is also here in the greatest abundance. We find, particu- 
larly, quantities of swan, geese and ducks. The wild oats, which grow naturally on 
the plains, fatten them to su& a degree that they often die from being smothered in 
their own grease."-Father Masest's letter, written in 1'712. We have already seen. 
from a description given on page 103, t.hat water-fowl were equally abundant upon the 
Maumee. + In a letter of Father Xasles, dated October 12,1723, there is a fine description of 
the game found in the Illinois country. It reads : * '  Of all the nations of Canada, there 
are none who live in so great abundance of eveiything as the Illinois. Their rivers 
are covered with swans, bustards, ducks and teals. Or;$ can scarcely travel a league 
without finding a prodigious multitude of turkeys, who keep together in flocks, often 
to the number of two hundred. They are much larger than those we see in France. 
I had the curiosity to weigh one, which I found to be thirty-six pounds. . They have 
hanging from the neck a h n d  of tuft of hair half a foot in length. 

"Bears and stags are found there in very great numbers, and buffaloes and roebucks 
are also seen in vast herds. Not a year passes but they (the Indians) kill more t-han a 
thousand roebucks and more than two thousand buffaloes. From four to five thousand of 
tEie latter can often be seen a t  one view grazing on the prairies. They have a hump on 
the back and an exceedingly large head. The hair, except that on the head, is curled 
and soft as  wool. The flesh has naturally a salt taste, and is so light that, although 
eaten entuely raw, it does not cause the least indigestion. When they have killed a 
buffalo, which appears to them too lean, they content themselves with taking the 
tongue, and going in search of one which is fatter." Vide Kip's Jesuit Nissions, pp. 
38, 39. 
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afforded lodgment for the bear, and were the trellises that supported 
the tangled wild grapevines, the fruit of which, to this animal: was  
an article of food-- The bear had for his neighbor the panther: t h e  
,i]d cat and the ivnx, whose carni~-orous appetites were appeased i~ 

destruction of other animals. 
Immense herds of buffalo roanled o r e r  

the extensive area bounded on the east b y  
the Alleghanies and on the north by t h e  
lakes, embracing the states of Ohio: Indi- 
ana: Illinois, l17isconsin and the southern 
half of Nichigan. Their trails che<kered 
th2 prairies of Illdiarla and Illinois i n  
e re r r  direction, the marks of rrhich? deep 
\l-orn in the turf. remained for many bears 

after the dissppearance of tile animals that l~lade them.:+ Their  
11umbers TI-hen the countrr rras first k l i o ~ r ~ l  to Europeans --ere 
immense. and be-ond computation. I n  their migrations s o u t h ~ a r d  
in the fall. and on their return fro111 the blue-grass regions of Ken- 
tucky in the spring. tlle Ohio Ei\-er Kas obstructed for miles during 
the time occupied br- the vast iirrds in crossing it. Indeed, t h e  
French called tlle buffalo the -*Illinois ox.:' on account of their- 
numbers found in * :  the conntrl- of the Illinois," using that espres- 
sion in its rrider sense. as explained on a preceding page. So great  
importance x a s  attached to the sugposect colnrnercial value of t h e  
buffalo for its rrool that n-hen Xons. Iberrille, in 169, rras engage& 
to undertake the colonization of Louisiana. the Icing instructed llirrs 
to look after the buffalo no01 as one of the lllost iillportant of his- 
duties ; and Father Charlevois. rrllile traveling tllrough ' *  The 
Illinois, " o'nser&l that lie rras surprised that the hu8alo had beer: 
SO long neglected.+ Among the fa'aorite haunts of tile bnffalcr 
rere the marshes of tile Upper liankakee. the ~ O T T  lands about t h e  
lakes of northern Indiana, where the oozy soil furnished earl!- as-. 
 ell as late pasturage, the brinr earth upon the Au Glaize, and the 
Salt Licks upon the Tabash  and Illinois rirers were tempting places- - 
of resort. Fro111 t,lle sulnlnit of the high hill at Ouistanon, orer- 
looking the Wea plains to the east and the Grand Prairie to the aest,. 

w i \o  - thing," says Father Charlevok, writing of the countq about the confluence OF 
the FOX with the Illinois River, '. is to be seen in this course but immense prairies, interL 
spersed with small groves rrhich seem to have been planted b~ the hands of men. T h e  
grass is so very high that a man would be almost lost in it, and thrpugh whxh paths 
are to be found everywhere, as zcell trodde~l  as they could hare been m the most-popu- 
lated countries, although nothing passes over them but buffaloes, and from hme t@, 
time a herd of deer or a few mebuck " : Charlevoix' Xarrative Journal, vol. 2, p. 200- 

i Brackenridge's Views of Louisiana. 
14 
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5210 HISTORIC NOTES ON THE NORTHWEST. 

I as far as the eye could reach in either direction, the plains were seen 
with groups, grazing together, or, in long files, stretching 

away in the distance, their dark forms, contrasting with the green- 
sward upon which they fed or strolled, and inspiring the entllusiasm 
of the Frenchman, who gave the description quoted on page 104. 
Still later, when passing tllrough the prairies of Illinois, on his way 
from Vincennes to Ouiatanon,- more a prisoner than an ambassa- 
dor,-George Croghan makes the following entry in his daily jour- 
nal: '; 18th and 19th of June, 1765.-We traveled through a pro- 

- digious large meadow, called the Pjankesha~vs' hunting ground. 
Here is no wood to be seen, and the country appears like an ocean. 
The ground is eiceeding1~- rich and partially overgrown with wild 
hemp.% The land is well watered and f2dI of b ~ ~ f u l o ,  deer: bears, 
and all kincls of wild game. 20th and -"let.-We passed througll 
some very large meadows, pal't of which belonged to the  an&- 
shaws on the Vermilion Eiver. The country and soil were much the 
same as that we traveled over for these three days past. Wild hemp 
grows here in abundance. The ga,me is very plentj:. At any ti~ne 
in a half hour we could kill as much as we wanted."-C 

Gen. Clark, in the postscript of his letter dated November, 179?  
narrating his campa,ign in the Illinois countia~-? says, concerning the 
prairies between Ka.skaskia a,nd TTincennes. that there are large 
meadows extending beyond the reach of the eye, variegated witli 
groves of trees appearing like islands in the seas, covered a i t h  
buffaloes and other game. In  many places, with a good glass, IOU 

may see all that are upon their feet in a ha,lf million acres..': It is 
.not known at what time the buffalo was last seen east of the Xis- 
sissippi. The Indians had a tradition that the cold winter of li-, 
-called by them "the great cold,'? on account of its severity,- 

* ,destroyed them. '; The snow was so deep, and lay upon the ground 
for such a length of time, that the buffalo became poor and too 
weak to resist the inclemency of the weather;" great numbers of 
them perished, singly and in groups, and their bones, either as iso- 
lated skeletons or in bleaching piles, remained and were found over 
the country for many years afterwards. 5 

* Further on in his Journal Col. Croghan again refers to " wild hemp, growing in 
the prairies, ten or twelve feet high, which if properly cultivated would prove as gqod 

:and answer all the purposes of the hemp we cultivate." Other writers also rnenhon 
t h e  wild hemp upon the prairies, and it seems to have been supplanted by other grasses 
-&hat have followed in the changes of vegetable growth. 

t Croghan's Journal. 
Clark's Campaign in the Illinois, p. 92. 
On the 4th of October, 1786, one day's march on the road from Vincennes to the 

*.Ohio F d s ,  Captains Zigler's md Strong's companies of regulars came across five butfalo. 
The animals tried to force a passage through the column, when the commanding officer 
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Before the coming of the Europeans the Indians hunted the game 
for the purpose of supplfing themselves ~ i t h  the necessarg- food and 

The scattered tribes (nhose numbers earlr miters greatly - 
owerated'l nere fen: when compared -vrith the area of the coun- esazb 

try the:- occilpied. -and the e l d  animals nere so abundant that enough 
C 

to suppl~- their rrants could be captured near at hand -xith such rude 
~eapons as their ingenui t  fashioned out of wood and stone. T i t h  
the Europeans came a change. The fur of maEr of the aninlalj 
possejsecl a commercial d u e  in the marts of Europe, nhere they 
rere bought and used as ornanienis and dress b- the aristocraq-, 

~ e a l t h  and taste fasllioned them into garments of estraordi- 
car!- richxes. Canada  as original11- settled x-ith a vierr to the fur 
trade. ancl i i~ i s  irnde ras .  to her people. of ;he first impol.rance --the 
ckef nlotor of her g r o ~ i h  acd 11rosperit:-. The Indians Kere -;up- 
*lied nit11 gu115. knives and haichets bl- the Europeans: in place of 
their former inferior x-eapons. Thus encouraged and equipped. and 
accolnpanieci h?- ?he c/,?/i.cui2 &.r. 60i.s. the remotest regions rrere pen- 
etrated. and the fur trade extended to the most distant tribes. Siim- 
ulared xiiL a desire far hlilnkeis. cotion goods and trinkets. the 111- 
&ans no77 begax a Tar upon the nild anilnals in earnest: and their 
rranton desil-uciioil for their skins and furs alone from that period 
forrrard rras so enormoils that xithin the nest t ~ o  or three genera- 
tions the impro~ident Indians in manT localities could scarcel2- find 
enough ganle for their onn  subsistence. 

The co?,iaezlr. de.5 6hi/;.3 rrere a class that had much to do nith the 
derelopment of trade and rritll giving a knonledge of the geogra- 
ph- of ~ i l e  countr~-. The!- became eztreme1~- useful to the mer- 
chants engaged in the fur trade, and r e r e  often a source of greai 
annoTance to the colonial auihorities. Three or four of these peo- 
ple. ha1-ing obtained goods upon credit, rrould join their stock. put 
their propertT inio a birch bark canoe. nhicll t h e -  rrorked them- 
sell-es, and accompan? the Indians in their excursions or go directl- 

ordered ;he men to fire upon them. The &charge killed three and wounded the 
others: Joseph Buell's S-arratire Joma l .  published m S. P. Hildreth's Pioneer Hisioq-. 
Thirteen Fears later, in December. 1799. GOT. St. Clair and Judge Jacob Burnett, on theu 
Fay orerland from Cincinnaii to Tincennes. camped out o-rer nioht. at the close of one 
of thelr days' journe~s. not a great TaIs east of ahere rhe old road from Louisrille to 
Tincennes crosses TThite Eirer. The next day  the^ encountered a serere =ox-stom. 
during which they surprised e k h t  or ten buEalo. shelrering themseirs from the storm 
behind a beech-tree full of dea2 lea-res xhich had f d e n  beside of the trace md hid 
t h e  &elen from their riex. The k e e  2nd the noise of the ~ & d  among its leaves 
&presented rhe buffalo from dico~ering the parties mtd the latter had approached 
 thin tao rods of the place =here they stood. They rhen took to their heels and 
were soon oilt of One of the- companr drew a pistol and Sred. but Kiihont 
*effect: Bumett'a Sotes on the Sorthnest Temrrito~. p. 72. 
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into the country where they knew they were to hunt." These 
voyages were extended twelve or fifteen months (sometirnes longer) 
before the traders would return laden with rich cargoes of fur, and 
often followed by great numbers of the natives. During the short 
time required to settle their accounts with the merchants and pro. 
cure credit for a new stocli, the traders would contrive to squander 
their gains before they returned to their favorite mode of life among 
the savages, their labor being rewarded by indulging tllemse11-es in 
one month's dissipation for fifteen of exposure and hardship. "We 
may not be able to explain the cause, but experience proves that it 
requires nlucll less time for a civilized people to degenerate into the 
ways of savage life than is required for the sa~-age to rise into a stzte 
of civilization. The indifference about anlassing property, and tt9 
pleasure of living free from all restraint, soon introduced a lice2- 
tiousness among the coureur des &ois that did not escape the eye of 
the missionaries, who complained, with good reason: that they were 
a disgrace to the Christian religion. "f 

L C  The food of the 'co?c~>eur des 60;s wllerl on their long espeditions 
was Indian corn, prepared for use b>- boiling it  in strong lye to re- 
move the hull, after which it  was mashed and dried. In  this state 
i t  is soft and friable like rice. The: allowallce for each lnan on the 
voyage, was one quart per day ; and s bnsl~el, with two poilnds of 
prepared fat, is reckoned a month?s subsistence. KO other allow- 
ance is made of any kind, not eyen of salt, and bread is ne~-er 
tllought of; lleverthelees the men are healthy on this diet, and ea- 
pable of performing great labor. This inode of victualing mas es- 
sential to die trade, which was extended to great distances: and in 
caEoes so small as not to adinit of the nse of any other food. If 
the men were supplied wit11 bread and pork, the canoes would not 
carry six months' rations, while the ordinary duration of the royage 
was not less than fourteen. No other men would be reconciled to 
such fare except the Canadians, and this fact enabled their emplo1- 
ers to secure a monopoly of the fur trade."$. 

C L  The old voyageups derisively called new hands at the business 
mangeurs de lard (pork eaters), as, on leaving Nontreal, and wl~ile 
en route to Mackinaw, their rations were pork, hard bread and pea 

* The mgrchandise was neatly tied into bundles weighing sixty or seventy pounds; 
the furs recetved in exchange were compressed into packets of about the same weight, 
so that they.cculd be conveniently carried, strapped upon the back of the uoyngeur, 
around the portages and other places where the loaded canoes could effect no passage. 

-1 Sir Alexander Mackenzie's Voyages, etc., and An Account of the Fur Trade, etc. 
$ Henry's Travels, p. 52. 
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.:soup, while the old vqageu7.s in the Indian country ate corn soup 
ttnd such other food as could be conceniently procured."" 

;:The coureuy des boi.9 were men of easy virtue. The? would 
eat7 riot., drink and p l a -  as long as their furs held out," saj--s La 

. . 
Hontan. -i and when t,hese were gone they would sell their embroi- 
dery, ., . their laces 2nd their clothes. The proceeds of these exhausted, 
they were forced to go upon new voyages for s u b s i ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ . , : C  

T1ie.i did nc)t scruple to intermarr ~ ~ i t l l  the Inclians, among 
nllo~n the?- spent the greater part of their lil-es.  the^- made excel- 
lent soldiers. and in hush figllting and border ~ a r f a r e  the- r e r e  
lnore than a nlatcll for the British regulars. -: Their lllerits Fere 
hardiliood and skill in m-oodcraft ; their chief faults xere  insubor- 
dination and ~arrlesaness. "I r 

Such were tlie characteristics of' the French traders or cou.reur cZes 

toi,s.. Tllej- pelletrated the remotest parts. \-o?-aged upon all of our 
aestern rivers. and traveled main- of the insignificant streams that 
afforded liarill?- miter enough to float a canoe. Their influence over 
the Indians ( t o  n-hose 111ode of life they readily adapted themselves! 
vas almost suprenle. They n-ere- efficient in the serrice of their 
king, and nlateriallr assisted in stq-ing tlle dox-nfall of French rule 
in Anlerica. 

There is no data fronl ~~hic.11 to ascertain the value of the fur 
trade. as there IT-ere no regnlar a c c o u ~ l t d e p t .  The 1-alue of the 
trade to the French. ill 1;O8. v-as estimated at tn-o  nill lions of lirres, 
and this conld ha\-e been fronl o n l -  a partial return. as a large per 
cent of the tracle TI-as cakried on clandestinelr tlirough l l b a n r  and 
Sen- I-ork. of l-llicl1 tlie French ar-ztliorititls in Carlacla could have 
no knon-ledge. K i th  the loss of Canada. and tlie n-est io France. 
and orring cI to the dislike of tlie Indialls to~r-ard the English. and t1:e 
Kant of experience b ~ -  the latter. the fur trade. controlled at Montreal. 
fell into decay. and tllc I-Iudson Eq- Co~npan)- secured the ad\-an- 
tages of its dorrni'all. Duri~lg the n-inter of 17-33-4 some llierchants 

+Tol. 2 Wisconsin Historical Collection, p. 110. Judge Lockrood gives a very 
h e  sketch of the wui-ezlr c7e.s bois and the manaer of their employment, m the paper 
from which vie ha\-e quoted. 

?La Hontan, 1-01. I, pp. 20 and 21. 
$ Parkman's Count Frontenac and S ~ K  France, p. 209. Judge Lockrood, in the 

paper referred to, speaking of the cou~-eur  de.s bois as their relations existed to the fur 
trade in 1317, thus describes them: -' These men engaged in Canada, general11 for five 
years, for 1\Iackina~ and its dependencies, transferrille like cattle, to acy one r l lo  
wanted them. at general11 about 500 lines a year. or, in our currency, about gS3.33. 
fn-mished with a rearly equipment or outfit of two cotton shirts, one three-point or 
hangular blanket. a portage collar and one pair of shoes. The- --ere obliged to pur- 
chase their mowasinn. tobacco and pipes a t  any price the trader saw fit to chsrge for 
them. .It the end of fire years the rogayelrrs xere in debt from $50 to $150, and 
a d d  not leave the country until they paid their indebtedness." 
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of Canada united 'their trade under the name of the "Northwest, 
Company "; they did not get successfully to work until 1787. Dnr- 
ing that year the venture did not exceed forty thousand pounds, but, 

, by exertion and the enterprise of the proprietors it  was brought, in 
eleven years, to lllore than triple that amount (equal to six hundred 
thousand dollars), yielding proportionate profits, and surpassing any- 
thing then known in America? 

The fur trade was conducted by the English, and subsequently 
by the A4mericans, substantially upon the system originallp- estai 
lished by the French, with this distinction, that the nlonopoly mas 
controlled by French officers and favorites, to whom t,lle trade for 
particular  district,^ was assigned, while the English and ilnlericans 
controlled it through companies operating either ullder charters or 
permits from the governlnent. - 

Goods for Indian trade were guns: ammunition, steel for striking 
-fire, gun-flints, and other supplies to repair fire-ar'ms; h ives ,  hatchets, 
kettles, beads, men's shirts, blue and red cloths for blankets and 
petticoats ; vemlilion, red, yellow, green and blue ribbons, gener- 
ally of English manufacture ; needles, thread and awls ; looking- 
glasses, children's toys, woolen blankets, razors for sharing the 
head, paints of a11 colors, tobacco, and, more than all, q~i~ituous 

I 

liquors. For these articles the Indians gave in exchange the skins 
of deer, bear, otter? squirrel, marten. lynx, fox? TI-olf, buffalo, 
moose, and particularly the bearer, the lligllest prized of them all. 
Such was tile ri~Iue attached to the skins and fur of the last that 
it became the standard of value. A11 other values were lneasured 
by the beaver. the saine as me now use gold, in adjusting com- 
mercial transactions. A:! ciifferences in exchanges of propert1 or 
in payment for labor were first reduced in value to the bea,rer skin. 
Money was rarely received or paid at -an)- of the trading-post,s, the 
only circulating medium were furs and peltries. In  this exchange a 

pound of bearer skin was reckoned at t,llirty .sou.s, an otter skin at 
six Iivre,., and marten skins at t l l i r t ,~ sous each. This was only about 
half of the real value of the furs, and it was t,herefore always agreed 
to pay either in flus at their equivalent cssll d u e  at tlie fort or 
double the a m o ~ u ~ t  reckoned at current f ~ l r  ~:alue.-t. 

When the Fl*ench controlled the fill. trade, the post,s in the interior - 

of the count,rj~ were assigned to officers who were in favor at head- 
quarters. As they llscl no money, the merchants of Quebec and 
Montreal supplied them on credit with the necessary goods, which 

Mackenzie's Voyages, Fur Trade, etc. 
j- Henry's Travels and Pouchot's Memoirs. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE FUR T R A D E . .  2 1.5.. 

were to be paid for in peltries at a price agreed upon, thus being- 
required to earn l~rofits for themselves and the merchant. These- 

were often e~nployed to negotiate for the king with the tribes. 
near their trading-posts and give them goods as presents, the price- 
for the latter being paid by the intendant upon tlie al~proval of the 
governor. This occasioned many 11)-potllecated accounts, which mere 
V 

turned to the profit of the commandants, particularly in time of 
Far. Tllc cornmandants as well as prirate traders were obliged to 

- .  

take out a license from the governor at a cost of four or f i~-e hundred 
l i ~ ~ e s ,  i11 order to carry their goods to the posts. and to charge solne 
effects to the king's account. The nlost clistant posts in the north- 
west were prized the greatest, because of the abundance and low 
price of peltries and tlle high price of goods at these remote estab- 
lishnlents. 

Another kind of trade was carried on by the coureuT2.s cles bois, 
~ h o :  sharing the license with the officer at the post, wit11 their canoes 
laden wit11 goods, went to the rillages of the Indians, and followed 
then1 on their hunting expeditions, to return after a season's trading 
with their canoes well loadecl. If tlle (;oscrczm cZes bois were in a 
condition to purchase their goocls of first hallds a quick fortune was 
assured tlleln? altllougll to obtain it thcv llad to leacl a nlost danger- 
ous and fatiguing life. Some of' these tradel-s 1%-uulcl retul-n to France 
after a few -earsq \-eliture with wealth amonntillg to two lnillion five 
hundred tllousaucl iivres.+:- 

The French were not penrlittecl to esclusi\-c.1~ elljoy the enormous 
profits of the i i ~ r  trade. X7e hare seen. in treating of the 31inllli 
Indians. that at an early day the E11glis11 and the :lrnerican colollists 
nere deterl~liiied to share it, ancl had becolne s1i:u.p con~l~etitors. TITe 
hare seen (page 11" that to extend their tracle the Englis11 had set 
their allies. tlle Irocluois. ~13011 the Illil~ois. So thrlnidable  ere the 
inroads p a d e  b -  the English up011 the fur trade of the Frencll. by 
means of the conquests to nhich the? hacl incited the Irocluois to 
gain over other tribes that --ere friencll?- to tlle French, that the 
latter becallle .- of the opinion that if tlle Irucinois were allonecl to 
yroceecl t l le~- ~ o u l d  llut 0111- subdue the Illil~ois. hut become lllasters 
of all the Ottawa tribes,+ and divert the trade to the English. so that 
it nas absolute1~- necessary that the French ~llonld either make the 
Iroqoois their jiaiends or  iZest.l.oy the?iz. $ Yon perceive, 11.1)- Lord, 

* Pouchot's Memd;rs. 
i Whose territories embraced all the country west of Lake Huron and north of 

IUinols,- one of the most prolific bearer grounds in the country. 
$$Iemoir of M. Du Chesneau, the Intendant, to the King, September 9,1681, before 

quoted. 
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%hat the subject which we have discussed [referring to the efforts of 
zhe English of New Pork  and Albnily to gain the beaver trade] is to 
determine who will be master of the 6ec~ver trade of the south and 
southwest. "%- 

I n  the struggle to determine who should be masters of the fur 
~ r a d e ,  French cared as little,-l~erllaps less,- for their Indiall 
al l ies than the British and dinericans clid for theirs. The blood that 
w a s  s l~ed  in the English and Freilcll colonies north of the Ohio 
Fbiver, for l)eriod of 01-er three-quarters of a centar- prior to 1763, 
znight well be said to llave been spilled in a war for the f ~ ~ r  trade.+ 

In  the strife between the rivals,-- the French eudearoring to hold 
%heir foriner possessions, and the English to extend theirs,- the 
s t rai t  of Detroit was an object of concern to both. Its strategic81 
qosition mas such that i t  would give tlle part. possessing it a decided 
advantage. M. D u  Lute. or L'Hut, under nrclers froin Gor. De 
3onrille, left 3Iackinaw with some fifty odd cotliaezlj4.y (Zeclea bois in 
1688, sailed clomn Lake IIuroll silcl t l l rer  u p  a sillall stockade fort 
o n  the west bank of the lake7 where i t  cliscllarges into the Ril-er St. 
@lair. The follomiug year Capt. 3IcGregoq-:-Major Patrick SIa- 
.oregore, as his Ilalne is spelled in the coil~inissioli !;c had in his 
3 

-pocket A over tlle signature of Gor. Dongan,- wit11 sixty Engliellirlen 
~111cl some Indians, with their merchandise loaded in thirt--trio 
canoes, P-ent up Lake Erie on a trnclillg expedition ainoilg the 111- 

alians at Detroit and Yackinnm-. T h e -  were ei~cou~ltered and cap 
z ~ l r e d  bj- a b o d -  of troops under Tonty, La Forest ailcl other officers: 
-who, with cozcrezw tb bois and Indians fro111 tllc upper country: 
were  on their mnS to join the French forces of Canada in a. ca~npaign. 
sgainst  the Irociuois rillages in S e w  1-orlr. The prisoilers were 
s e n t  to Quebec, ailcl the plui~der distribntecl ainong tlle captors. Du 
Lute's stoclrade was callecl Fort St. Josepll. 111 IGSS the fort mas 
ylacecl in  co~mnand of Baron La IIontan. $ 

Fort St. Joseph sen-ed the purposes for which it n-as constructed. 
2nd  a few rears later, in 1701, Xons. Cadillac establislicd Fort Pout- 
chartrain on the present site of tlle city of Detroit. for no other pur- 

* N. De La Barre to the Xinister of the Xarine, Xovember 4, 1683: Paris Docu- 
ments,  vol. 9, p. 210, 

j-.War was not formally declared between France and England. on account of 
cxdonial dificulties, until May, 1756, but the disc~rsory broils between their colonies in 
Almeriea had been @ng on fro111 tile time of their establishment. 

$ Tonty's Memoir. and Paris Documents, vol. 9. pp. 363 and 866. 
Fort Du Luth. or St. Joseph, as it was afterward called, was ordered to be erected 

lin 1686. " in order to fortify the pass leading to Mackinaw against the English." Du 
Luth ,  who erected it, was in command of fifty men. Several parties of English were 
@Ither captured or sent back from this post within a gear or two from its establishment 
x i d ~  Paris Documents, vol. 9, pp. 300, 302. 306. 383. 
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~ B s e  than to check tbe English in the prosecution of the fur trade in 
L 

b a t  countrr. " 
The French interests were soon threatened from another direc- 

tion. Traders from Penns-lrania found their w a -  westward over the 
where the?- engaged in traffic ~ i t h  the Indians in the 

Ta l l e~-~  of eastern Ohio. and tlle7- soon established commercial rela- 
tions ~ i t h  the T a b a s h  tribes.+ It appears from a prer-ious chapter 
that the SIiarnis m-ere trading at A l b a n ~  in 170s. To a~-er t  thi5 
danger the French were cornpelled at last to erect military posts at 
Fort 1-a-ne ,  on the l\laumee (:called Fort SIianlis 1. at Ouiatanon and 
Tincenues. upon the Tabash.: Prior to 1730 Sieur de Lignerij 
Kas comlnanding at Fort Ouiatanon. and St. I n g e  x-as in charge at 
Tincenne~. 

As soon as the English settlements renched the eastern slope of 
the lllegllauies. their traders passed orer the ridge, and t h e -  found 
it esceedingl- profitable to trade ~ i t L  the Testern Indians. Ther  
could sell the same ciualit- of goocls 5 . r  a tllird or a half of m-hat the 
French usuall2- cllarged. and still make a i~agdsvn~e  Thi3 
aerr and rich field rras soon 01-errun h2- eager ad\-eniurers. I n  the 
nlenntilce a nnlllher of gentlemen. mostl?- from Tirginia. procured . . an act c)f parliament constituting -*The Ohio Collqja~lx-. and grant- 
ing r!?el!l =is hundred ihonsallrl acres af !and cbn or nezr the O!lio 
Eirer. Tile object5 of illis colllpan? n-ere to rill the soil and to open 
up a trade ~ i t i l  the Indians of the .ille_rrha:~ies L alld south of tile 
Ohit J. 

The French. beisg r e l l  arrare t h i  the Enclidl L conld oEer their 
000ds 70 ille Inclians ai zrefi:i!- rednced rztes. feared ;!la; t!le!- x-ould 5 

lose ilia entire I~cliall  irtide. -11 5 ~ ~ i  iht-- pri~tc-sred - -  again; this . . in\-asim oi the rights cjf I i i s  Xost Cl~risiial~ l\Isjt;st!- * 7 6  llle go\-- 
ernor of the Englisil c.oiwlies. TLis did lioi 1)1-oci1;.c.e desired 
efecr. Their del i la~ds rrere met riit!~ eii~i\-"c~tiuc; a12d ddavs. 
At !as1 ;hi. Frt~lci l  cleiern1irie4 on summzr~- nieasures. -In order 

x <- , . -  ,~ai?meni of >Ions. Cadiliac of his reasons for escar~iis~lng 2 fcrt 03 ;h;. Dxroit 
&er. copid in Sheidon's Ezrlr E i s i ~ ~  of 1V:chigan. pp. S5-90. 

+,in E~giishrniin by ih s  nalr.e of Crarford 'nzci been tr;i,ding oo the Tabash  prior 
TO 1749. T';cie I~7ing 'a  Life "eof TT-shingion. ~ o l .  1. p. 4s. 

L Tne Cia15 of rhe estaiksiiaeni of ihese for2 is a m a ~ t e r  of conjecxre. ~ivi-ing to 
the absence of reliable darz. -1 Miamis " is referred io in 1719. and in the saxe pa 
Sieur Dnboisson - i r ~  selwi~.d 2s a sgicable person to iah-e cornmad ar 0r;iiaiacon. and 
b 1735 Y. de T i ~ c e n g e  is 2lixd.d 10. ir a Ieiier ar i i reo-  from Kr;k=iia. s C O ~ ;  

manimi of ihe Po.?: pn the K a b s h .  H n ~ e r e r .  orhe ip in. s ~ c c e s s i ~ e  miemiions Oi 
the '1\Iiam> Indians. ine - -  3liamis " mentiaced in szch aocuments. in 1X9. may hare 
referred t o  the ZIiami and K e a  rillages npon rile Kalamazoo and Si. Joseph rirew. P 
the sate of Xichi-. n e  pow 2; Tincenn?~. it mar- be safe]?- assumed: rras -gz~- 
m e d  as e-arly as 17%. and Ouiaianon. h d o x  La Fa~eiie. a d  3Jiwnis. zt Fori TTa-me. 
some years before. in  the order of time. 
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was issued to the commandants of their various posts on Lake Erie, 
the Ohio and the Wabash, to seize all English t.raders found west of 
the Alleghanies. In  pursuance of this order, in 1751, four English 
traders were captured on the TTermilion of the Wabash and sent to. 
Canada." Other traders, dealing with the Indians in other loCali- 
ties, mere captured and taken to Presclue Isle,? and from thence to. 
Canada. 

The contest between the rival colonies still went on, increasing 
in the extent of its line of operations and iilteilsifving in the ani- 
mosity of the feeling with which it was conducted. We quote from 
a memoir prepared early in 1753, by 31. de Loilgueuil, commandant 
at Detroit, showing the. state of affairs at  a previous date in the 
Wabash country. It appears, from the letters of the co~ninandants 
at the several posts named, from which the memoir is compiled, 
that the 1ndiaL tribes upon the Naumee and Tabash,  thron& the 
successful efforts of the English, llad become rerj- much disaffected 
toward tlleir old friends and masters. N. de Ligneris, comu~andant 
at the Ouyatanons, saj-s the memoir, believes that great reliance is 
not to be placed on t,he Ifaskoutins, and that their rernainiilg neutral 
is all t h a t i s t o  be expected fro111 them and the I<ickapous. IIe eren 
adds that "we are not to reclron on the rlations which appear inour 
interests ; no T e a  chief has appeared at this post for a long time. 
M. de Villiers, commandant at tlle Nianlis,--Ft. Tayne,-has been 
disa,ppointecl in his expectation of bringing the JIiamis back from t,he 
White Ricer, - part of whorl1 had been to see him, - t,he small-pox 
having put the whole of them to rout. Coldfoot and his son hare 

- - 

died of it, as well as a large portion of our most trusty Indians. 
Le Gris, chief of the T(y,icons,: and his mother are likewise dead; 
they are a loss, because tiley were well disposed toward the French." 

  he memoir continnes: "The nations of tlle E v e r  St. Joseph, 
who were to join those of Detroit, hare said they mould be read; to  
perform their prolnise as soon as O?~o l?on t io  $ would hal-e sent the 
necessarg- number of Frenchmen. The co~nmandant of this post 
writes, on the 15th. of January, that all the nations appear to take 

* Paris Documents, 1-01. 10, p. 24s. 
.t Near Erie, Pennsylvania. 
$ This is the first reference we have to Tippecanoe. Antoine Gamelin, the French 

merchant a t  Vincennes:-whom. Major Hamtramck sent, in 1790, to the Wabash t*omc 
with peace messages,-calls the village, then upon this river, Qui-te-pi-con-we. The 
name of the Tippecanoe is derived from the Algonquin word Ke-)ton-gd, or Xe-~zo-z@ 
-from Kcnose. long, the name of the long-billed pike, a fish very abundant in 
stream, vide Mackenzie's and James' Zocabularies. Timothy Flint, in his Geogmphh~ 
and History of the Western States, first edition, published a t  Cincinnati, 18.28, vol. 9, 
p. 125, says: " The Tippecanoe received its name from a kind of pike called Pic-cn-nau. 
by the savages." The termination is evidently Frenchified. 

f$ The name by which the Indians called the governor of Canada. 
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sides against US; that he would not be responsible for the good 
dispositions these Indians seem to ent,ertain, inasmuch as the 

L 

Niarnis are their near relatires. On the one hand: Jfr. de Jon- 
caire:' repeats that the Indians of the beautiful rive* are all Ercgz&h, 
for whom alone the? work; that all are resolred to sustain each 
other; and that not a party of Iildians go to the beautiful rirer but 
leare some [of their numbers] there to increase the rebel forces. 
On the other hand, "31r. de S't. -I?iyt, colillnarldant of the post of' 
Tincennes: writes to X. des Ligneris [at Ouiatanon] to use all 
means to protect himself from the storni ~ ~ h i c h  is readr to burst on 
the French ; that ite is busy securi~lg himself against the fuq- of our . . 
enemies. ' 

LLTlle Piccny?~-cicl.ia.r. 1 ~ h o  are at war ~ i t h  the Chaoua,2n?z.s.. ac- 
cording to the report rendered h r  3Ir. St. Clin, hare cleclal-ed entirely 
qainst 2t.s. The>- tilled on Christmas $re fi7e12~h777en at  the 
o n .  31r. des Ligneris. 1%-ho rras arrare of this attack, sent off a 
detachment to secure the effects of the Frenchmen from being plun- 
dered ; but when this detachment an-ii-ed at the Termilion. the 
Pia~kasl~aas had decamped. The bodies of the Frenchmen were 
found on the ice. $ 

' b  31. des Ligneris Fas zssured that the Pialllraslla~rs had commit- 
ted this act becanre four inen of their lltltiorl lliitl been killed bl- the 
F r e d  at the Illinois, and t'our others ll:id been taken and put in 
irons. It is said that these eight men r e r e  going to fight the Chick- 
asaws, nncl had, ~ i t h o u t  distrusting an-tlli~ig. enterccl the quarters 
of the Frellch, n-ho killed them. I t  is also reporreci that the French- 
men had re::olzrse to this estreille ineasure because a Frencllinan and 

'A French half-breed having great influence over the Indians, azd whom the 
French authorities had sent into Ohio to conciliate the Indians. 

f The Ohio. 
$Col. Croghan's Journal, before quoted, gives the key to the aboriginal name of. 

this stream. On the 22d of June, 1763, he makes the following en tq :  " TVe passed 
through a part. of the same meadow mentioned ?esterday; then came to a. high wood- 
land and arrived a t  Vermilion River, so called from a fine red e2rt.h found t.here by t.he 
Indians, with which they paint themselves. About a half a mile frol.1 where we crossed 
this river there is a village of Piaukashaws, distin_guished by the addition of the name 
of the river " (that is. the Piankashan~s of the T ermilion, or the Vermilions. as they 
gere sometimes called). The red earth or red chalk, known under the provincial name 
of red keel, is abundant everywhere along the bluffs of the 1 ermllion, in the shales 
that overlay the outcropping coal. The annual fires frequently i ~ t e d  the coal thus 
exposed, and mould burn the shale above, turn it red and render it  friable. Carpen- 
ters used it to chalk their lines, and the successive generation of boys have gathered it  
$ the pocketful. Those acquainted with the passion of the Indian for paint. particu- 
larljred, mill understand the importance which the Indians mould attach to it: Hence, 
as noted by Croghan, they called the river after the name of t.his red earth. 1 errnilion 

the French word conveyag the same idea. and it is a coincidence merely that Ter- 
fp?lon m French has the same meaning as this word m Enq1;sh. On the map in 

Folney's View of the Soil and Climate of the Unlted States. , Phda. ed. 1804, it is 
called Red R~ver. The Miami Indian name of the Vermilion was Piankashazc. ap- 
Pears from Gen. Putnam's manuscript Journal of the treaty at Vincennes m 1792. 
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two slaves had been killed a few days before by'another party of 

Piankashaws, and that the Indians in question had no knowledge of 

that circumstance. - The capture of four English traders by M. de 
Celoron's order last year has not prevented other Englishmen going 
t o  trade at the Vermilion River, where the Rev. Father la Eichardie 
wintered. "% 

The memoir continues: -"On the 19th of October the Piiinba- 
shams had killed two Inore Frenchmen, who were constructing 
pirogues lower down than the Post of 'Cincenne. TWO days after- 
ward the Piankashaws killed two slaves in sight of Fort TTincenne. 
The murder of these nine Frenchmen and these two slaves is but 
too cert$- A squaw, the widow of one of the Freuchmen who had 
bee11 kil' :. .; at the Verinilion, has reported that the Pianpichias, 
Illinois and Osages were to assemble at the prairies of -, the 
place where Messrs. de Villiers and de Xoyelle attacked the Fores 
about twenty years ago, and when they had built a fort to secure 
their families, they mere to make a general attack on all the French. 

'' The Miamis of Rock Eiverf have scalpecl two soldiers belong- 
ing to Mr. Villiers' fort. $ This blow was struck last fall. Finally! 
the English have paid the Miamis for the scalps of the two soldie~s 
belonging to Mr. de Tilliers? garrison. To add to the misfortunes, 
M. des Ligneris has learned that the coininallclant of the Illinois at 
Fort Charters would not perinit Sieurs Delisle ancl Fonblanche, 
who had contractecl with the king to supply the ilfia~ni,c, Ozcpato~i- 
ons, and efcen Detroit with provisions from the Illinois, to pmchase 
any provisiolls for the subsisteilce of the garrisons of those posts? on 
the ground that an increased arrival of troops ancl fainilies would 
consume the stock at  the Illinois. Faiuine is not the sole scourge 
we experience : the smallpox commits ravages; it begins to reach 
Detroit. I t  were desirable that it slloulcl break out and spread gen- 
erally througllout the localities inhabited by our rebels. I t  would 
be fully as good as an army." 

The Piankashams, now coinpletely estranged from the French, 
withdrew, almost in a body, froin the Tabash: ailcl retirecl to the 
Big Miami, whither a number of Miamis and other Indians had, 

* Father Justinian de la, Richardie came to Canada, (according to the Liste Crojzo- 
logique, No. a 9 )  in 1716. He served inany years in the Huron country, and also in 
the Illinois, and died in February, 1768. Biographical note of the editor of Paris 
Documents : Col. Hist. of New Pork. vol. 9. p. 88. The time when and the place at 
which this missionary was stationed on the Veimilion River is not given. The date 
was before 1750, as is evident from the text. Tne place was probably at the large 
Piankashaw town where the traders were killed. 

?The Big Miaini River of Ohio, on which stream, near the mouth of Loramies 
Creek, the Miamis had an extensive village, hereafter referred to. 

$ Ft. Wayne, where Mr. Vihers was then stationed in charge of Fort Miamis. 
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some years previous, established a village, to be nearer the English 
traders. The village was called PickawilZany,. or Picktown. To 
the English and Iroquois it was known as the Tu'awizdwi Town, o r  
xiamitown. It was located at the mouth of what has since been 

Lorainie's creek. The stream derived this name from the fact 
that a Frenchlnan of that name, subsequent to the events here nar- 
rated, had a trading-house at this place. The town was visited in 
1751 bv Christopher Gist, who gives the following description of it:' 
iiThe ~m-ightee town is situated on the northwest side of the Big 
xin e ami Eirer, ~bbouut one hundred and fift>- miles from its mouth. 
fi collsists of four hundred families, and is daily increasing. It is 

one of the strongest Indian toxns in this part of the con- 
tinent. The Tnightees are a rerg- nuinerous people, consisting of 
man)- (different tribes under the same form of gorernrnent. Each 
tribe has a particular chief, or king, one of wllidl is chosen indiffer- 
ently out of any tribe to rule the whole nation. and is 1-ested with 
oreater authoritj- than any of the others. Ther  hare but latel- 
3 

tracled mith the English. The -  formerly lired on the farther side of 
the Tabash. and were in the French interests, who supplied them 
nit11 seine few 'trifles at a most exorbitant price. TheJ- have now 
re7-olted from then1 and left their fornzer habitations for the sake of 
trading with the English, and notwithstanding all the artifices the 
French hal-e used. the>- have not been able to recall them." George 
Croghan and Mr. Xontour, agents in the Ellglisll interests, were in 
the torn at the time of Gist's risit, doing what the\- could to inten- 
s i f ~  the animosity of the inhabitants against the French. Speeches 
nere made and presents exchanged to cement the friendship with 
the English. While these conferences nere going on, a deputation 
of Indians in the French interests arrired, with soft words and salu- 
able presents, marching into the rillage under Frendl colors. The 
deputation was admitted to the council-house, that the)- might make 
the object of their  isi it known. The Piankashaw chief, or king, 
';Old Britton," a,s he was called, on acconnt of his attachment 
for the English, had bot,h the British and Frendl flags hoisted from 
the council-house. The old chief refused the brandy, tobacco and 
other  present,^ sent t.n him from the French king. In  reply to the 
speeches of the French ambassadors he said that the road to the 
French had been made foul a.pd bloody b~ t h e m  that he had 
cleared a road to our brothers, the English, and that the French had 
made that bad. The French flag was taken down, and the emissaries 

* Christopher Gist's Journal. 
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- of that people, with their presents, returned to the French post from 
whence they came. 

When negotiations failed to win the Miamis back- to French 
authority, force was resorted to. On the 21st of June, 1752, a party 
~f two hundred and forty French and Indians appeared before Pick- 
awillany, surprised the Indians in their corn-fields, approacl~in~ so 
suddenly that the white men who were in their houses had great 
difficulty in reaching the fort. They killed one Ellglishinan and 
fourteen i\Iiamis, captured the stockade fort, killed the old Ranka- 
shaw king, and put his body in a kettle: boiled it and ate it up in 
retaliation for his people haring killed the Frendl traders on the . . 
Vermilion River and at Vincennes." " Tllus, ? '  says the eloquent 
historian, George Bancroft, "on the alluvial lands of western Ohio 
began the contest that was to scatter death broadcast through the 
world. ' ' t 

2s The account of the affair at Pickawillany is summarized from the Journal of Capt. 
Wm. Trent and other papers contained in a valuable book edited by 4. T. Goodman, 
secretary of the Western Reserve Historical Society, and published by Robert Clarke 
& Co., 15'71, entitled "Journal of Captain Trent." 

Old Britton's successor was his son, a young man, whose name was Jfu-s7te 
gu-a-nock-qzre, or " The Turtle." The English, and Indians in their interests, had a 
very high esteem for the young Piankashaw king. It  is said by some writers, and 
there is much probability of the correctness of their opinion, that the veat  Miami 
chief, Little Turtle, was none other than the person here referred to. His age would 
correspond very well with that of the Piankashaw, and members of one band of the 
Miami nation frequently took up their abode m t h  other bands or families of their h- 
dred. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

THE WAR FOR THE EMPIRE. ITS LOSS TO THE FRENCH. 

THE Eilglish not onl>- disputed the right of the French to the 
fir trade, but clei~iecl their title to tlie ralley of the JIississippi, 
nhich lav 11-est of their i h e r i c a n  colonies on the ,$tlantic coast. 
The grants from the British crown corn-ej-ed to the chartered pro- 
prietors all of the comltrj- 1~-ing between certain parallels of latitude, 
according to the location of the several grants, and extending west- 
Kard to the South Sea, as the Pacific n-as then called. Seeing the 
ne&nes~ of such a claim to vast tracts of conntry, upon which no 
Englishnlan had ever set his foot, they obtained deeds of cession 
from the Iroquois Indians,-- the cloininant tribe east of the 3Iississip- 
pi, - m-110 claii~lecl all of the countr- between the -Illeghanies and the 
Xississippi by conquest fro111 the se~-era1 -%lgoncjuin tribes, who occu- 
pied it. On the 13th of July? 1701, the saclleins of the F ~ T - e  Nations 
eonre~ed to William 111, Icing of Great Britain, :'their bearer- 
hunting groullds northwest and west from Albanv," including a 
broad strip on the south side of Lake Erie, all of the present states 
of Yichigan. Ohio and Indiana, and Illinois as far west as the Illi- 
nois River, claiming " that their ancestors did: more than fourscore 
Fears before: totally conquer, subdue and d r i ~ e  the fornler occupants 
out of that country: ancl had peaceable and quiet possession of the 
same. to hunt beavers in, it being the o n l j  chief place for hunting 
in that part of the world," etc? The Iroquois, for themselves and 
heirs, granted the English crown '* the  whole soil, the lakes, the 

*The deed is found in London Documents, vol. 4, p. 908. The boundaries of the 
grant are indefinite in many respects. Its westward limit, says the deed, " abutts 
.upon the Tmichtwiehs [Xiamis], and is bounded on the right hand by a place called 
Quadoye." On Eman Bowen's map, which is certainly the most authentic from the 
British standpoint, is a " pecked line " extending from the mouth of the Illinois river, 
up that stream, to the Desplaines, thence across the prairies to Lake Michigan at 
Qu?doge or Quadaghe, which is located on the map some distance southeast of Chcago, 
whch is also shown in its correct place, and at or near the mouth of the stream that 
forms the harbor at Michigan City, formerly known by the French as Riaiere du Che- 
min, or L' Trail River," because the great trail from Chicago to Detroit and Ft. Wayne 
left the lake shore at this place. The & '  pecked line, "- as Mr. Bowen calls the dotted 
$e which he traces as the boundary of the Iroquois deed of c~ss~on,-extends from 
&chi- City northward through the entire length of Lake Michigan, the Straits of 
Mackinaw and between the Manitou-lin islands and the main shore in Lake Huron; 
thence into Canada around the north shore of Lake Nipissing; and thence down the 
Ottawa River to its confluence with the St. Lawrence. 

'223 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



224 HISTORIC NOTES ON THE NORTHWEST. 

rivers, and all things pertaining to said tract of land, with power 
to erect forts and castles there," only reserving to the grantors and 
"their descendants forever the right of hunting upon the same," in 
which pr iv i leg~ the grantee "was expected to protect them." The 
grant of the Iroquois was confirmed to the British crown by deeds 
of renewal in 17-36 and 1'744. The reader will have observed, from 
what has been said in the preceding chapters up011 t,he Illirlois and 
Miamis and Pottawatomies relative to the pretended conquests of 
the Iroquois, how little merit there was in tlle claim they set up to 
the territory in question. Their war parties only raided upon tile 
country,- they never occupied it ; their war parties, after doing as  
much mischief 'as they could. returnecl to their own country as 
rapidly as they came. Still their sel-era1 deeds to tlle English crown 
were a color of title :' on the latter laid great stress. and 
paraded at  every treaty with other powers, where questions involv- 
ing the right to this territorj- were a subject of di~cussion.+~ 

The war for the fur trade expanded into a struggle for empire 
that  convulsed both continents of Alnerica ancl Europe. The limit 
assigned this work forbids a notice ~f the yrincip~.l occurrences in 
the progress of the French-Culonial War, as lnost of the military 
movements in that contest were outside of the territoq- we are con- 
sidering. Them were, however, two can~paigns conclucted by troops 
recruited in the northwest, and these engagements \\-ill be noticed. 
W e  believe they have not heretofore been coinpiled as fully as their 
importance e-ould seem to demand. 

I n  1758 Gen. Forbes, with about sis tllousalld troops, aclraneed 
against Fort Du &uesne.+ I n  mid-September the Britisll troops had 
only reached Loval-llannon, : where the?- raised a fort. " Intelli- 
gence had been received that Fort Dn Quesile was defencled by but. 
eight hundred men, of w h o n ~  three hundred were Indians,"$ and 
Major Grant, commanding eight hundrecl Highlanders and a com- 
pany of Virginians, was sent towarcl the French fort. On the third 

" The Iroquois themselves,- as appears from an English memoir on the Indian 
trade, and contained among the London Documents, rol. 7, p. 18,-never supposed 
they had actually conveyed their right of dominion to these lands. Indeed, it appears 
that the Indians generally could not comprehend thg purport of a deed or gfant in the 
sense that the Europeans attach to these formidable instruments. The Idea of an 
absolute, fee-simple right of an individuil, or of a body of persons, to exclusively own 
real estate agamst the right of others even to enter upon it, to hunt or cut a shrub, 
was beyond the power of an Indian to comprehend. From long habit and the owner- 
ship (not only of land but many articles of domestic use) by the tribe or vi l las  of 
property in common, they could not understand how it could be held otherwise. 

t At the present site of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
$ Loyal-hannon, afterward Fort Ligonier, was situated on the east side of Loyal- 

hannon Creek, Westmoreland county, Pa., and was about forty-five miles from Fort 
Du Quesne; vide Pennsylvania Archives, XII, 389. 

5 Bancroft, vol. iv, p. 311. 
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day's march Grant had arrived within two miles of Fort Du Qnesne, 
Leaving his baggage there, he took position on a hill, a quarter of a 
mile from the fort, and encamped." 

Grant. who was not aware that the garrison had been reinforced 
br the arrival of Nons. Aubr>-, cornmanilant at Fort Chartes, with 
four hundred men from tlle Illirlois country. u /  determined on an am- 
buscade. -It break of day IIajor Lewis was sent, xi th  four hundre& 
men, to lie in ambush a mile and a half from the main bode, on t h e  

on rrl~icll they left their baggage, imagining the French woul& 
a force to attacli the baggage LC guard and seize it. Four hundred 

nlen vere po=ted along the llill facing the fort to COT-er the retreat of 
l[acDonald's cornpan?. w11ic-h marched rrith drums beating towar& 
the fort. in order to dran- a partr out of it. as Xajor Grant had rea- 
son to believe there v-ere, including Inclians. on l -  two hundred rnen 
within it.+ 

X. de Ligneris, commandant at Fort Du Quesne. at once assem- 
bled seren or eight llundred men: and gave the culnniand to N- 
dubr~.: The French sallied out of the fort. and the Indians, who 
had crossed the ril-er to keep nu t  of the Kay of the British, returne& 
and made a flank movement. Aubrr. L by c. a rapid mo\-elnent, attacked 
the different ctil-isions of the English. and colnpletelr routed and  
dispersed them. The force under Xajor Len-is Tras conlpelled ta 
gi\-e m-a-. Being flanked. a number were - driven into the river. 
most of nllom mere drowned. The Engli~l l  lost txo  hundred a n d  
seventy killed, forty-tno wounded: and several prisoners : among t h e  
latter n-as Grant. 

On the of Septenlber 31. A u b p  left Fort Dn Quesne. with a 
force of six hundred French and Indians. intending to recontlditre 
the position of the English at Lo?-al-llannon. 

$;He found a little camp in front of some intrenchnlents which 
would corer a bod-  of two thousand men. The adrance guard o f  
the French detachment having been discovered, the English sent a 
captain ancl fifty men to reconnoitre, who fell in ~ ~ i t h  the detach- 
ment and rrere entirelv defeated. In  folloning the fugitives the  
French fell upon this camp, and surprised and dispersed it. 

" The fugitives scarce1:- gained the principal intrenchment, which 
N. Anbry held in blockade two da-s. H e  killed two hundred horses 
and cattle.:: The French returned to Fort Du Quesne rnour~ted .~  
"The English lost in the engagement one hundred and fift~- men, 

*The hiil has ever since borne Grant's name. 
t Craig's Histow of Pittsburgh, p. 74. 
$ Garnea.u's History of Canada., Bell's translation. rol. 2, p. 314. 
5 Ponchot's Memoir, p. 130. 
15 
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killed, wounded and missing. The French loss was two killed and 
seven wounded. " 

The Louisiana detachment, which took the p.rincipal part in both 
of these battles, was recruited from the French posts in '' The IUi- 
nois:" and consisted of soldiers taken from the garrison in t,llat terri- 
tory, and the cn?sreur,y de8 'esbois, traders and settlers in their respective 

I t  was the first battalion ever raised within the 
lilnits of the present states of Illinois, Indiana a i d  Michigan. After - 

the action of Loyal-hannon. "the Louisiana detachment, as well as 
those from Detroit, returned l ~ o n ~ e . " ~  

Soon after their depa,rt,ure. and on the 24th of Sorember. the 
French abandoned Fort Du Quesne. 'Poucll~t, says : '' I t  came to 
pass that by blnndering at Fort Du Quesne the French were obliged 
to %bandoll it for want of provisions.?' This may hare been the 
true reason for the abandonment. biit cloubtless the near approach of 
a l a g e  English ariny, coinmandecl bj- Gen. Forbes, had no small 
influence in a'ccelerating their ~OI-enients. The fort was a inere 
stockade, of small dimensions. allcl not suited t,o resist the attacks of 
ar t i l ler~.  ?. . 

Having burnt the stockade ancl storehouses, the garrison sepa- 
rated. One hundred retired to Presque Isle, by land. Two hundred, 
by way of the Alleghany, went to Venango. The remaining hun- 
dred descended the Ohio. About forty miles above its confluenee 
with the Mississippi? and on a beautiful eminence on the north bank 
of the river, they erected a fort and named it Fort Ifassac, in honor 
of the commander, 31. Massa,c, who superintended its construction. 
This was the last fort erected by the French on the Ohio, and it mas 
occupied b y  a garrison of French troops until the evacuation of the 
country under the stipulations of the t,reaty of Paris. Such rras the 
origin of Fort Massac, divested of the romance which fable has 
thrown around its nsrne. " $ 

* Letter of Marquis Montcalm: Paris Documents, vol. 10, p. 901. 
-f Hildreth's Pioneer History. p. 42. 
$ Monette's Valley of the Mississippi, vol. 7.. p. 817. Gov. Reynolds, who visited 

the  remains of Fort Massac in 1855, thus describes its remains: "The outside walls 
were one hundred and thirty-five feet squase, and a t  each angle strong bastions were 
erected. The walls were palisades, with earth between the wood. A large well was 
sunk in the fortress, and the whole appeared to have been strong and substantial in its 
day. Three or four acres of gravel walks were made on the north of the fort, on which 
the  soldiers paraded. The walks were made in exact angles, and beautifully gpr;tveled 
with pebbles from the river. The site is one of the most beautiful on La Belle Rlveg, 
and commands a view of the Ohio that is charming and lovely. French genius for the 
selection of sites for forts is eminently sustained in their choice of Fort Massacre." The 
Governor states that the fort was first established in 1711, and " was enlarged a$ 
made a respectable fortress in 1756." Vide Reynolds' Life and Times, pp. 28,29. 
is, probably, a mistake. There are no records in the French official docume~ts of 
military post in that vicinity until the so-called French and Indian war. 
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On the day following the evacuation, the English took peaceable 
possession of the smoking ruins of Fort Du Quesne. They erected 
a temporary fortification, named it Fort Pitt? in honor of the great 
English statesman of that name, and lem-ing two hundred men as a 
garrison. retired over the iuountains. 

On the 5th of December, 1758. Thomas Pownall. gorernor of 
Massachusetts Bay Province, addressed a memorial to the British 
l\ilinistr~-, suggesting that there should be an entire change in the 

of carq-ing 011 the mar. Pownall stated that tlle French 
were superior in battles fought in the wilderness : that Canada never 
could be conquered by land campaigns: that the proper way to 

in the reduction of Canada aonld be to make an attack on 
Quebec b!- sea. alld thus. b -  cutting off sul~plies - from the home gor- 
ernment, Canada would be starred out.;+ 

Pitt. if he did not act on the recorlllllendations of Gor. Pownall. 
at least llad similar riews? and the nest ?-ear (1759). ,, in accordance 
with this plan, Gen. Wolfe made a successful assault on Quebec. and 
froin that time. the supplies and reinforce~nents from the home gor- 
erninellt being cut off: the cause of the French in Canada becarne 
almost hopeless. 

During this year the French made eyer?- effort to stir up the 
Indians north of the Ohio to take the tolllahawk and scalping-knife 
in hand, and make one more attempt to preserve the northwest 
for the joint occupancy of the Gallic and American races. Emiasa- 
ries were sent to Lake Erie, Detroit, Mackinaw: Ouiatanon. S'incennes. 
Kaskaskis and Fort chartes, loaded ~ i t h  preserlts and ammunitio~~, 
fur the purpose of collecting all those stragglers n h o  had not enter- 
prise enough to go roluntarily to the seat of war. Canada was hard 
pressed for soldiers : the English navy cut off most of the rein- 

* Pownall's Administration of the Colonies, Appendix, p. 5'7. Thomas Pownall, 
born in England in 1720, came to America in 1733; was gorernor of Massachusetts 
Bay, and subsequently was appointed governor of South Carolina. He was highly edu- 
cated, and possessed a thorough knowledge of the geography, histors and policy of 
both the French and English colonies in America. His work on the "Administration 
of the American Colonies" passed through many editions. In 1756 he addressed a 
memorial to His Highness the Duke of Cumberland, on the conduct of the colonial war, 
in which he recommended a plan for its further prosecution. The paper is a v e q  
able one. Nuch of it compiled from the official letters of Marquis Taudreuil, Governor- 
General of Canada, written between the years 1743 and 1752, s h o e g  the policy of the 
French, and giving a minute description of their sett,lements, mllltaw establishments 
m the west, their manner of dealing with the Indians, and a description of the river 
communications of the French between their possessions in Canada and Louisiana. In  
17% he revise2 Evans' celebrated map of the " Niddle British Provinces in America." 
aftar his return to England he devoted himself to scientific pursuits. He was a warm 
bend of the American colonists in the contest with the mother country. and de- 
nounced the measures of parliament concerning the colonies as harsh and wholly 
mwarranted, and predicted the result that followed. He died in 1805. 
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forcements from France, while the English, on the contrary, were I 
constantly receiving troops from the mother country. I 

Mons. de Aubry, commandant at Fort Chartes, persuaded fonr I 
hundred men from the " Illinois country " to follow him eastward, I 

i Taking with him two hundred thousand pounds of flour, he em- 1 
barked his heterogeneous force in bateaux and canoes. The route 
by way of the Ohio was closed ; the English were in possession of 
its headwaters. H e  went down the Mississippi, thence up the Ohio ' 

to the nesth of the Wabash. Having ascended the latter stream 
to the Miami villages, near the present site of Fort 'Wayne, his fol- 
lowers made the portage, passed down the Maulnee, and entered 
Lake Erie. 

During the ~vhole course of their journey they were being con- 
stantly reinforced by bands ofa different tribes of India~ls, and br 
Canadian militia as they passed the sevel-a1 posts, until the army 
was augmented to sixteen hundred men, of m-lloln there were sir 
hundred French and one thousand Indians. An eye-witness, in 
speaking of the appearance of the force, said : *; JVllen they passed 
the little rapid at the outlet of Lake Erie (at Buffalo) the flotilla ap- 
peared like a floating island, as the river was covered with their 
bateaux and canoes. ":+ 

Aubry mas cornpelled to leave his flour and provisions at the 
Miami portage. IIe afterward requestecl 31. de Port-neuf. corn- 
maridant at l?;esque Isle, to take charge of the portage, ancl to send 
it constantly in his bateaux:f 

Before Aubry reached Presque Isle lle was joined by other bodies 
of Indians and Canadians from the region of the upper lil!<es. They 
were under the conlmand of French traders and colmllandants of 
interior posts. At  Port &Iachault: he was joined by N. cle Lignerj; 
the latter had assembled the Ohio Inclians at Presclue 1sle.S It aas  

the original intention of Aubry to recapture Fort Du Quesne from 
the English. On the 12th of July a grand council was held at Fort 
Machault, in which the colnniandant thanked the Indians for their 
attendance, threw down the war belt, and told tlleln he would set 
out the next day for Fort Du Quesne. Soon after messengers arrived 
with a packet of letters for the officers. After reading them Bubr? 
told the Indians : " Children, I have received bad news ; the Eng- 
lish are gone against Niagara. We must give over thoughts of g ~ i q  
down theriver to Fort Du Quesne till me have cleared that place of 

* Pouchot's Memoirs, vol. 1, pp. 186, 18'7 
j- Idem, p. 152. 
$ Located a t  the mouth of French Creek, Pennsylvania. - 
$Idem, 187. 
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the enemy. If it should be taken, our road to you is stopped, and 
you must become poor." Orders were immediately given to pro- 
ceed with the artillery: provisions. etc., up French Creek, and the 
Indians prepared to follow. Z- 

These letters were froin Jf. Poucllot. comma.ndant at  Wiagara,t 
and stated that lle was besieged by a much superior force of English 
and Inclians, who were under the command of Gen. Predeaus and 
Sir Tilliam Jollnson. Aubry answered these letters on the nest day, 

said he thought they ~nigllt  fight tlie enemy successfillly. and 
co~~q)el them to raise the siege. Tlle I11dians mllo brought these mes- 
sages to Poucllot irlforrlied lliili that t h r .  on the part of tile Indians 
nit11 Llubry and Ligner-. llad offereii the Iroquois and other Indian 
allies of the English 5 - e  war belts if t h e ~  woulcl retire. These prom- 
ised tliat the? ~~-oulc! r;ot mingle in the cparrel. '- W e  will here recall 
the fact that Poucllot. by his letter of the 10tll. had notified Lignery 
and Aubq- tltllat tlle ciiernr might be four or fi1-e tllousaricl strong 
withoi~t the I~ldiitns. and if they could put t1lemse:res in condition 
to attad; so large iz force, he sllonld pass Cheilondac to come to 
Siagara b~ the otlicr sicle of the ~ ive r .  IT-here lle would be in con- 
dition to drive the Englisll, n-110 were 0111~- t ~ - o  hullclreil strong on 
that side, and could not easily be reinforced. This done. tiler U I could 
easil- come to llim, because after the defeat of this bodr the?- could 
send bateans to bring them to the fort. '' 

N. Poucllot now recalled his pel-ious request. and irlforrned 
bubl:\- that the enem- TT-ere in three positions. in one of which 
there were three tllousaild nine llundrccl Indialls. I Ie  adclecl, could 
A4ubr~- succeecl in driving the ellelllJ- f i o ~ n  any of these positions. 
he had no doubt the. would be forced to raise the siege.: 

l u b r r ' s  ronte was up  Frellcll Creek to its head-waters. thence 
making the portage to Presqne Isle and sailing along the shores of 
Lake Erie u~lt i l  he reached Kiagara. Arriring at the foot of Lake 
Erie 11e left one llundred and fifty men in cllarge of his canoes. and 
wit11 the renlaincler advanced toward Siagara. Sir T i l l i a~ l i  Julnl- 
son was infornled, on tlle erenirlg of the 23d. of this ad\-ance of the 
French. and ordered llis light infantq- and pickets to take post on 
the left. on tile road between Siagara Falls and the fort; and these. 
after reinforcing them with grenadiers and parts of the 46th and 44th 
regiments, Irere so arranged as to effect,uall- support the guard left 

*Extract from a letter dated July 17, 1759, of Col. Mercer, commandant at Fort 
Eit, published in Craig's Olden Tlme, vol. 1, p. 194. 

+Fort Niagara mas one of the earliest French military posts, and situated on the 
';ght., or Amencan shore of Lake Ontario. a t  the mouth of Xiaggam River. I t  has 
&red conspicuously in all of the mars on the lake frontier. 

t Pouchot's Memoirs, vol. 1, pp. 186, 187, 1%. 
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in the trenches. Most of' his men were concealed either in the 
trenches or by trees. 

On the morning of the 24th the French made their appearance, 
They were marching along a path about eight feet wide, and ''were 
in readiness to fight in 'close order and without ranks or files." On 
their right were thirty Indians, who formed a front on the enemy's 
left. The Indians of the English army advanced to speak to those 
of the French. Seeing the Iroquois in the latter's company, the 
French Indians refused to advance, under pretext that they were at 
peace with the first named. Though thus abaniioned by their chief 
force, Aubry and Li,anery still proceeded on their way, thinking 
that the few sava,ges they saw were isolated men, till they reached - 

a narrow pathway, when they discovered great numbers beyond. 
The English Indians then gave the war-whoop and the action e m -  
menced. The English regulars attacked the French in front, while 
the Indians poured in on their flank. Thus surprised by an am- 
buscade, and dese;ted by their savage allies, the French proved easy 
victims to the prowess of far superior numbers. They were assailed 
in front and rear by two thousand men. The rear of the column, 
unable to resist, gave way, and left the head exposecl to the enemy's 
fire, which crushed it entirely. An Indian massacre followed, and 
the pursuit of the victors continued until they were conlpelled to 
desist bg sheer fatigue. Almost all the French officers were killed, 
wounded or taken prisoners. Among the latter was Xubrj-. Those 
wl;o escaped joined 31, Eocheblave, and wit11 his detachment re- 
treated to Detroit and other western lake posts." 

This defeat on the shores of Lake Erie was very severe on t,he 
struggling western settlements. Most all of the able-bodied men 
had gone with Aubry, many never to return. I n  1760 N. de Nac- 
Carty, commandant at Fort Chartes, in a letter to Narquis Vaudreuil, 
stated that "the garrison was weaker than ever before, the check at- 
Niagara haring cost hiin tlle ilite of his men."+ 

I t  is apparent, from the desertion of Aubry by his savage allies, 
that they perceived t.hat the English were certain to conquer in the 
end. They felt no particular desire to prop a fa.lling. cause, and 
thus deserted Mons. Anbry at the crisis when their assist.ance was 
most needed. Thus mas defeated the greatest French-I~ldian force 
ever collected in the northwest.$ 

* The account of this action has been compiled from Nante, p. 226; Pouchot, vol. 1: 
p. 192; and Garneau's History of Canada, vol. 2, pp. 250, 251, Bell's translation. 

f Pans Documents, vol. 10, p. 1093. 
$ Aubry returned to Louisiana and remained there until after the peace of 1763- 

In 1763: he was appointed governor of Louisiana, and surrendered the colony, in Mmh, 
I 
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The next day after Aubry's defeat, near Fort Niagara, the fortress 

after the surrender of Niagara and Fort Du Quesne, the Indian 
dges of France retired to the deep recesses of the western forests, 
and the English frontiers suffered no more from their depredations. 
Settlements were gradually formed on the western side of the Alle- 
&anies, and they remained secure from Indian invasions. 
a 

In the meantime many Canadians, beconling satisfied that the 
of Canada was only a mere question of time, deternlined, * 

before that event took place, to remove to  the French settlements 
on the lower >Iississippi. " 3lany of them accordingly departed 
from Canada by way of tlie lakes, and thenee through t,he Illinois 
and Waba,sll Rivers to t,lle 3Iississippi."" 

After the surrender of Quebec, in 1.759. Mont,real became t.he 
headquarters of t,he French in Canada, and in the spring of 1760 

- 

Nons. Levi, the Frencli commander-in-chief? besieged Quebec. The 
arrival of an English fleet compelled lliin to relincluish his designs. 
Amherst and Jollnson formecl a j~lilction. and ach-anced against 
Montreal. The Frencli governor of Canada, Xarcluis T'auclreil, 
believing that further resistance was impossible. surrendered all 
Canada to tlie English. This included the western posts of Detroit. 
Macki~law, Fort Miami, Ouiatanon, Vincennes, Fort St. Joseph: 
etc. 

After this war ceased to he waged in A2meriea, t.llongll the treaty 
of Paris was not concluded until February, 1763, the lllost esseiltial 
parts of which are contained in the followi~lg extracts: 

"In order to establish peace oil solicl and clura.ble founclatiolis, 
- 

and to remove forever all subjects of dispute 11-it11 regard to tlie 
limits of tlle British and French territories on the colltinerit of 
America, it is agreed that for tlie future tlle confines between the 
dominions of llis Britannic Xajesty and tliose of IXis Most Christian 
Xajestr in that part of the world? shall be fixed irre7-ocablj- b?- a 
line drawn along the middle of the Eiver SIississippi from its source 
to tlie Eiver Iberville, and from thence by a line d r a ~ n  along the 
middle of tllis river and t.lle lakes Xaurepas and Pontcllartrain. to 
the sea ; and for this purpose the most C:hrist>ian King cedes, in full 
right? and guarantees to his Britannic Najes t ,~ ,  the river and port of 
Yobile, and everj-t,hing m-hich he possesses. or ought t,o possess. on 
the left side of the Nississippi, with t.he esception of the tow11 of 

1766, to the Spanish governor, Ulloa. After the expulsion of Ulloa, he held the 
government until relieved by O'Reilly, in Jply, 1769. He soon afterward sailed for 
France. The vessel was lost, and -4ubrg penshed in the depths of the sea. 

* 3lonette's Valley of the Mississippi, vol. 1, p. 305. 
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X e w  Orleans and of the island on which it  is situated; it being weu 
rnndesstood that t h e  navigation of the Mississippi shall be equally 
free, as  well to the subjects of Great Britain as to those of France, 
sn its whole length and breadth, from its source to the sea."" 

T l ~ u s  Gallic rule came to an end in Kortll America. Its downfall 
was the result of' natural causes, and was o~viag largely to the differ- 
ence between the Frenchmen and the Englislllllen. Tlle former, as 
8 rule, gave nu attention to agriculture, bnt founcl occupation in 
hunting rtnd trading with the Inclians, acquiring nomadic llabits tllat 
=*fitted tllem for the cultivation of the soil ; their families dwelt in 
r~illages separated by wide stretches of wilderness. llThile the able 
xnen were hurlting and trading, the old inen, women arlcl cllildren 
produced scanty crops sown ill " comil~on fields," or inclosures of a 
wiece A of ground wllicll were portioned off alllong the fanlilies of the 
village. The Englisllman: on the other l~and,  1ovecl to own land, 
2nd pxsl~ecl his improrelnents from the coast line up tflrougll all the 
vall,eys extendiag west~~arcl.  Eeaclling the s~ulmlit of the ,lllegha- 
nies, tile tide of enligmtion f lo~~-ed into the valleys beyond. Every 

was a fort. every ad\-allcii~g fann a nen- line of intrcnc1:lllnent. 
Tile di~t~inguislling cllaracteristic of the Anglo-Saxon is consistencj 
and  firmness in llis designs, and, more than all, his lore for a home. 
1 1 1  the trials aiid llardsllips llecessarilr connected with tlie opening 
ilp of the wilderness these traits come prominentlj- into plaj-. The 
result mas, that the Eilglisll colonies prospered in a degree llitllerto 
unknown in the annals of the ~5-orlcl's progress. h d  b r  TT-a? of con- 
trast,, llow little did tlle French have to s l l o ~ ~  in the way of lasting 
improre~nents  in the nortllwest after it llad been ill their possession 
Zor nearly a century ! 

However, the rerj- traits that disqualified the Gaul as a successful- 
colonist gave hiin a preeminent advantage orer the Anglo-Saxon iu 
the  influence he exerted upon tlie Indian. H e  did not want their 

" "On the '3d day of the previous Xovenlber, France, by a secret treaty ceded 
&o Spain all her possessions west of the Mississippi. His Most Christian Majesty 
made known to the inhabitants of Louisiana the fact of the cession Lj- a letter. dated 
p i  1 ,  6 4  Don Ulloa, the New Spanish governor, arrived at Xem Orleans 
-iin 1766. The French inhabitants objected to the transfer of Louisiana to Spain, and, 
msorting to arms, compelled Ulloa to  retux1 to Havanit. I n  l'iG9, O'Reilly, with a 
Spanish h c e ,  arrived and took possession. He killed six of the ringleaders and sent 
others to Cuba. Spain remained in possession of Louisiana until March, 1801, when 
lhuisiana mas retroceded to the French republic. The French made preparations to 
occupy Lousiana, and an army of twenty-five thousand men was designed for that 
ikmitory, but the fleet and army were suddenly blockaded in  one of the ports of Hal- 

/ Band by an English squadron. This occurrence. together with the gloomy aspectpf 
&airs in Europe, induced Napoleon. who was then a t  the head of the French repoblle, 
&o cede Louisiana to the United States. The treaty was dated April 30, 1803. The 
&a1 transfer occurred in December of the same year." Vide Stoddard's Sketches of 
h-a, pp. 11, 102. , 
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lands; he fraternized with them, adopted their ways; and flattered 
and  leased them. The Snglo-Saxon wanted their lands. From 
the start he was clamorous for deeds and cessions of territory and 
at once began crowding the Indian out of the country. b L  T C ~  Iro- 
quois told Sir Wm. Johnson that t,her believed soon thee should not 
be able to hunt a bear into ah.ole in a tree but some Englishman 
would claim a right to the propert,>- of it? as being found in his . 2.'- t.ree. ' ' " 

The happiness which the Indians enjoyed from their intercourse 
~ ~ i t l l  the French was their perpetual theme ; it, was their golden age. 
;:Those who are old ellough to remember it speak of it with rap- 
ture, and teach their children to venerate it. as the ancients did the 
reign of Saturn. y o u  call us 1-our children.' said an aged chief to 
Gen. IIauison. w h -  do you not rnnke us happy. as our fathers the 
Fyench did? The?- ne~-er took fro111 us our lands. which, indeed, 
were in common between us. They planted where they pleased, 
and cut wood where they pleased. and so did we : but now. if a poor 
Indian aattempts to take a little bark from a tree to corer hiln from 
the rain. up comes a whit,e man a n d  t,llreat,ens to shor~t him, claim- 
ing& tree as his own. 7 ...+ 

* Pownall's Administration of the Colonies. 
-f Nemoirs of Gen. Harrison, p. 134. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

AFTER the surrender of Canada t o  the English by the 31arqnis 
Vandrenil, Sir Jeffery Amherst, commander-in-chief of His 3 M ; j e ~ t ~ ' ~  
forces in North America? ordered Major Robert Eogers to ascend 
the lakes and take possession of the western fbrts. On the 13th of 
September Rogers, with two hundred of his rangers? left Montreal. 
After weeks of weary traveling, they reached the n~outh of Cugahoga 
River, the present site of Cleveland? on the 7th of November. Here 
they were met by Pontiac, a celebrated Ottawa chieftain, who asked 
Rogers what his intentions were, and how he dared enter that coun- 
try without his permission. Rogers replied that the French had 
been defeated ; that Canada was surrendered into the hands of the 
British ; and that he was on his way to take possession of Detroit, 
Mackinaw, BIiamis and Ouitanon. He  also proposed to restore a 
general peace to white men and Indians alike. " Pontiac listened 
with attention, but o~ily replied that he should stand in the path of 
the English until morning.'' In the morning he retul*ned. and 
allowed the English to advance. Ire said there would be 110 i-rouble 
so long as they treated him with deference and respect. 

Embarking on the 12th of Xorenlber. they arrived in a few daje 
at Maumee Bay, at the mestern end of Lake Erie. The western 
Indians, to the number of four hundred, hacl collected at the mouth 
of Detroit Eiver. They were determined to lrlassacre the entire part? 
under Rogers. I t  afterward appeared that they were acting under 
the influence of the French commalldant at Detroit. Eogers pre- 
vailed upon Pontiac to use his influence to induce the warlike 
Indians to disband. Afier some parle~ing, Pontiac succeeded, and 
the road was open to Detroit. 

Before his arrival at Detroit Eogers had sent in advance.lieuten- 
ant Brehm wit11 a letber to Captain Beletre, the coinmandant,, inform- 
ing the latter that his garrison mas included in the surrender of 
Canada. Beletre wholly disregarded the letter. I-Ie declared he 
thought it  was a trick of the English. and that, they intended to 
obtain possession of his fortress by treachery. He made use of 
every endeavor to excite the Indians against the English. "fie 

234 
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DETROIT SURBENDERED. 235 

displayed upon a pole, before the yelling multitude, the effigy of a 
crow *ecliing a man's head, the crow representing himself, and the 
head, observes Rogers, 'being meant for my own.' "" 

Rogers then sent forward Captain Campbell *'with a copy of the 
and a letter from the Marquis Vaudreuil: directing that 

the place should be given up in accordance with the articles agreed 
upon between him and General Amherst." The French command- 
ant could hold out no longer, and, much against his will, mas com- 
pelled to deliver the fortress to the English. The lilies of France 
were lowered from the flagstaff, and their place was taken by the 
cross of St. George. Seven hundred Indian rarriors and their 
families, all of whom had aided the Frendl b -  murdering innocent 
women and children on the frontiers of Perms?-lvania and New 1-ork, 
oreetecl the change with denloniacal j-ells of apparent pleasure ; but a 
concealed in their breasts was a natural dislike for the English. 
Dissembling for the present. they kept their llatred to themselves, 
for the late successes of British arms had awed them into silence. 

It was on the 29th of Sovember, 1760, that Detroit was given 
oser to the English. The garrison, as prisoners of mar. were taken 
to Philadelphia. 

Rogers sent an officer up the Maumee. and from thence down the 
Wabash, to take possession of the posts at the portage and at Oui- 
atanon. Both of these objects were attained without any difficulty. 

On account of the latecess of the season the detach~nent which 
had started for Mackinaw- returned to Detroit, and all efforts against 
the posts on the upper lakes were laid aside until the following sea- 
son. In  that year the English took possession of Xackinaw? Green 
Baj- and St. Joseph. The Fre~lcll still retained possession of Vin- 
cennes and Fort Chartes." 

It a l ~ ~ a y s  was the characteristic policy of the French to render 
the savages dependent upon them, and with that design in view they 
had earnestly endeaaored to cultivate among the Indians a desire for 
European goods. By prevailing upon the Indians to thron aside 
hides and skins of mild beasts for clotlling of European manufacture, 
io discontinue the use of their pottery for cooking utensils of iron, 
t o  exchange the bow and arrow and stone rreapons for the gun. the 
knife and hatchet of French manulcture. it was thought that in the 
course of one or  TO generations t h e -  woulcl become dependent upon 
their French neighbors for the common llecessaries of life. K h e n  

* Parkman's Conspiracy of Pontiac, p. 150. 
f This account of the delivery of the western forts to Rogers has been collated from 

his Journal and from Parkman's Conspiracy of Pontiac. 
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this change in their customs had taken place, by simply withholding 
the supply of ammunition they could coerce the savages to adopt any 
measures that the French government saw fit to propose. The pol- 
icy of the French was not to force? but to lead, the savages into sub- 
jection. They told the barbarians that the. were the cllildrerl of the 
great king, who had sent his people anlong tliern to preserve tliern 
from their implacable enemies? the English. Flattering thern, aslcirlg 
their advice? bestowing upon them presents. and. above all. sl1011-ing 
them respect and deference, the Frencll gained the good will of the 
savages in a degree that no other European nation ever equaled. 
After the surrender of the western posts all this ~f-as cllanged. Tlle 
accustomed presents formerly bestowed upor1 tlleni \\-ere ~i t l lheld .  
English traders robbed. bullied and cheated them. English ofhers 
treated them with rudeness and contempt. But, most of 311, tllc 
steady advance of the English colonists orer the mountains, occupy- 
ing their lands? dril-ing away their game, and forcing them to retire 
farther west, alarmed and exasperated the aborigines to the liluit of 
endurance. The wrongs and neglect tlle Indians felt were inflainecl 
by the French eoureurs cle hoi8 and traders. Tlley had er-ey nlutire 
to excite the tribes against the English, such as their national rancor. 
their religious antipathies, and most esyeciallv the fear of losiilg tlie 
profitable &Indian trade." Ereq-  effort nas  made to excite and in- 
flame the slumbering passions of the tribes of tlle xortll~t-est. Secret 
councils were held, and different plans for obtaining p~ssession of 
the ~ e s t e r n  fortresses were discussed. The year after PLogers ob- 
tained Detroit there was: in the summer. an outbreak, but it was 
e a s i l ~  quelled, being only local. The next year? also: there mas 
another disturbance, but it. like the former, did not spread, 

-During these two years one Indian alone,- Pontiac,- compre- 
hended the situation. He read correctly the signs and portents of 
the times. He well knew that English supl:emacy on the Sortll  
American continent meant the destruction of his race. I-le saw tlle 
great difference between the English and the Frencll. Tlle forlner 
were settlers, the latter traders. The French came to the far west 
for their beaver skins and peltries, while the English would onlv be 
satisfied with their lands. Pontiac soon arrived at the conclusioll 
that unless the ceaseless floa of English immigration was stopped. 
it would not be many decades before the Indian race m-ould be 
driven from the face of the earth. Well has time justified this oysin- 
ion of the able Indian chieftain ! 

To accomplish his designs. Pontiac was well aware that he must 
induce all the tribes of the northwest to join him. Even them he 
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had doubts of final success. To encourage him, the French traders 
informed him "that the English had stolen Canada while their com- 
mon father was asleep at Versailles ; that he would soon awaken and 
again wrest his domains from the intruders ; that even now large 
French armies were on their way up the St. -Lawrence and Nissis- 
sippi ricers." Pontiac believed these tales? for let it be borne in 
mind that this was previous to the treaty of Paris, and late in the 
autumn of 1762 he sent emissaries with biack wampum and the red 
tomahawk to the rillages of the Ottawas, Pottawatomies, Sacs, 
Foxes, Nenominees, Illinois, XIiamis, Shawnees, Delawares, Wyan- 
dots, Kickapoos and Senecas. These emissaries were instructed to 
icform the aarious tribes that the English had determined to exter- 
minate the northii-estern Indians ; to accoi~lplislt this they intended 
to erect nwllerous fortifications in the t e r r i t o ~  named; and also 
that the English had induced the southern Indians to aid them." To 
avert these inimical designs of the English: the messengers of Pon- 
tiac proposed that on a certain day all the tribes, b -  concerted action, 
should seize all the English posts and then attack the whole English 
border. 

Pontiac's plan was contrived and de~-eloped with wonderful 
secrecy, and all of a. sudden the conspiracy burst its fury simultane- . 

ouslr over all the forts held by the Eritislt west of the Alleghanies. 
l3y stratagem or forcible assault everr garrison west of Pittsburgh, 
excepting Detroit: mas captured. 

Fort St. Joseph: on the river of that name? in the present state of 
?tliclligan, mas captured b -  the Pottawatomies. These emissaries of 
Pontiac colle'cted about the fort on the B d  of &I.I~J-: 1763, and under 
the guise of friendship effedted an entrance within the palisades, 
when they suddenly turned upon and massacred the wltole garrison, 
except the commandant, Ensign Slussee and three soldiers, wllo~n 
they made priso~lers and sent to Detroit. 

~ l t e  Ojibbeways effected an e n t r ~  within the defenses of Fort 
Mackinaw,- the gate being left open while the Indians were amusing 
the officer and soldiers with a game of ball. In  the play the ball 
was knocked over within the palisade. The players, hurrying 
through the gates, seemingly intent on regaining the ball, seized 
their knives and guns from beneath the blankets of their squaws, 
where they had been purposely concealed, and commenced an indis- 
criminate massacre. -f 

" The Chickasaws and Cherokees were at  that b e ,  though on their own responsi- 
bility, waging war aginst some of the tribes of the northwest. 

+A detailed account of this most homble rnamzre is given by the fur-trader Alex- 
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Ensign Holmes, who was in coninland at Fort Miami," learned 
that to tlie Miamis in the cicinit.y of his post was allotted the de- 
struction of his garrison. Holmes collected the Indians in an 
assembly, and charged them with forming a conspiracy a,gainst his 
post. They confessed; said that the)- were influenced by liostile 
Indians, and proinised to relinyuisli their designs. The village of 
Pontiac was within'a short dista,nce of the post. a,nd some of his im- 

p 

mediate followers doubtless attended t,lle assembly. Holmes sup- 
posed he had partially allayed their irritation, as appears from a 
letter written ftoln him t,o Major Qladw-n:t 

On the 27th of >lay a J-oung Indian squaw. who was tile lnistress 
of IIolmes, requested him to T-isit n sick Indian u-oman who lil-ecl in 

- - 
a wigwain near at lland. b L  Having collfidence in the girl, I-Iolmes 
followed her out of the foit." Two Indians, who xcre concealed 
behind the hut. as he approached it. fired and * '  stretched him life- 
less on the ground.?' The sergeant rushed outside of the palisade 
t.o learn the cause of the firing. He  was immediatelj- seized by the 
Indians. The garrison. a7ho b~ this time had become t.horoughly 
alarmed, arid had climbed upon the palisades, was ordered to surren- 
der by one Godefroy, a Canadian. Thex mere informed, if they 
submitted their lives would be spared, otherwise they all m-ould be 
massacred. Haring lost their officers and being in great terror, they 
threw open the gate and gave themselves up as prisoners. L4ccord- 
ing to tradition, the garrison Kas afterrrard massacred. : 

Fort Ouiatanon was under the corninand of Lieut. Jenkins, who 
had no suspicion of any Indian troubles, and oil the 1st of June, 
when he was requested by some of the Indians to risit them in their 
cabins near by, he unhesitatingly complied with the request. Fpon 
his entering the hut he was immediately seized b>- the Indian war- 
riors. Through. various other stratagems of a similar nature sereral 
of the soldiers were also t,aken. Jenkins xas  then told to have the 
soldiers in the fort surrender. "For,?' said the Indians, " should 

' your men kill one of our brares, we sha,ll put you all to death." 

ander Henry, an eye-witness and one of the few survivors, in his interesting Book of 
Travels and Adventures, p. 85. 

" Now Fort Wayne. 
FORT ~ I I A X I S ,  March 30th, 1763. 

-f Since my Last Letter to You, wherein I Acquainted You of the Bloody Belt being 
in this Village, I have made all the search I could about it, and have faund it not to be 
True; Whereon I Assembled all the chiefs of this Nation, & after a long and trouble- 
some Spell with them, I Obtained the Belt, with a Speech, as You will Receive En- 
closed; This affair is very timely Stopt, and I hope the News of a Peace will put a 
Stop to any further Troubles with these Indians, who are the Principal Ones of Setting 
Mischief on Foot. I send you the Belt, with this Packet, which I hope You will For- 
ward to the General. 

$ Brice's History of Fort Wayne. 
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Jenkins thinking that resistance would be useless, ordered the re- 
maining soldiers to deliver the fort to the Indians. During the 
night the Indians resolred to break their plighted word, and mas- 
sacre all their prisoners- Two of the French residents, 11. $1. Xai- 
gonville and Lorain. gave the Indians valuable presents, including 
wampum, brandy, etc.. and thus preser~ed the lives of the English 
captives. Jenkins, in 11% letter to Xajo:. Glaclvi~n. commandant at 
Detroit. states that the T e a s  were not ii1rorabl-c inclined toward 
Pontiac's designs ; but being coerced b ~ -  the surroundi:lg tribes, the? 
nnclertool;: to carry out their part of the programme. T e l l  did they 
succeed. Lieut. Jenkins. -crith the other ?risoners. Tere. r i thin a 
fen- da>-s afterward. sent across the prairies of Illinois to Fort Char- 
tres. 

Detroit held out. though ~egular1:- besieged b>- Pontiac in person. 
for ]nore than fifteen months, when, at last. the suffering garrison 
was relieved b -  the approach of troops under Gen. Bradstreet. I n  
the lneantinle Pontiac confederates. ~ e a r i e d  and disheartened b -  the 
protracted struggle, longed for peace. Sereral tribes abandoneh the 
declining fortune of Pontiac ; ancl finall\- the latter gave up the con- 
test. and retired to the neighborhood of Fort Xiamis. Here he - 
remained for se-i-era1 xnonths.  hen he went ~t-estward, down the 
Tabash  and across the ~ ra i r i e s  to Fort Chartres. The latter fort 

I 

remained in possession of a French officer: not haring bee11 as yet 
snrrenclered to the English. the hosti1it~- of the Indians prex-enting 
its de1ivel.y; and b ~ -  agreements of the t ~ o  governments. France . 
arid. England, it mas left in charge of the T-eteran St. Ange. 

The English haring acquired the territoq- herein considered, by 
concluest and treat?. from France, renewed their efforts to reclaim - 
anthoritj- eyer i t  from its aboriginal inhabitants. To effect this 
ob-jject. they now resort to conciliation and diplomac~. They sent 
westward George Crogllan. ': 

After closing a treat:- with the Indians at Fort Pitt? Croghan 
started on his missiox on the 15th of Xa?- 1765. going dovin the 
Ohio in two bateaux. I-Iis n1o.i-ements were known to the hostile 

* Croghan was an old trader who had spent his life among the Indians. and was 
versed in their language: ways and habits of thought, and who well h e w  how to flat- 
ter and cajole them. Besides this. Croghan enjoyed the advantage of a personal ac- 
quaintance with many of the chiefs and principal men of the Wabash tribes, who had 
met him while trading at Pickawillany and other places where he had trading estab- 
lishments. -4rnong the 3Iiami. Wea and Piankashaw bands Croghan had many Indian 
friends whose attachments toward him were very warm. He was a veteran, up to all 
the arts of the Indian council house, and had in years one by conducted many impor- 
tant treaties betmeen the authorities of New York andsennsylvania with the Iroquois, 
Delawares and Shawnees. In the war for the fur trade Croghan suffered severely; the 
French captured his traders, con&&d his goods, and bankrupted his fortune. 
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tribes. 9 war party of eighty Kickapoos and Mascoutins, L b  spirited 
up " to the act by the French traders at Ouiatanon, as Croghan says 
in his Journal, left the latter place, and captured Croghan and his 
party at daybreak on the 8th of June, in the manner narrated in a 
previous chapter? He was carried to Vincennes, his captors con- 
ducting him a devious course through marshes, tangled forests and 
small prairie, to the latter p1ace.t 

After Croghan had procured wearing apparel this captors had 
stripped hirn well-nigh naked) and purchased some horses he 
crossed the Wabash, and soon entered the great prairie which he 
describes in extracts we have already t,aken from his journal. His 
route was up through Crawford, Edgar and Vermilion counties, fol- 
lowing t,he old traveled trail rnnning along the dicide between the 
Embarrass and the W a b a ~ l i ~  and which was a part of the great high- 
way leading from Detroit to Iiaskaskia ; * crossed the Ver~rljlioll 
River near Danville, thence along the trail through Warren county, 

. Indiana. Croghan, still a prisoner in charge of llis captors, reached 
Ouiatonon on tlie afternoon of the 23d of June.2 Here the Weas, 

* P. 161. 
j- Croghan, in his Journal, sags: " I found Vincennes a village of eighty or ninety 

French families, settled on the east side of the river, being one of the finest situations 
that can be found. The French inhabitants hereabouts are an idle, lazy people, a 
parcel of renegadoes from Canada, and are much worse than the Indians. They took 
secret pleasure at  our misfortune, and the moment we arrived they came to the 111 I c I- lans, 
exchanging trifles for their valuable plunder. Here is likewise an Indian village of 
Piankashaws, who were much displeased with the party that took me, telling them 
that 'otcs- and your chiefs are gone to make peace, and you have begun war, for which 
our women and children will have reason to cry.' Port Vincent is a place of great 
consequence for trade, being a fine hunting country all along the Wabash." 

$ That part of the route horn Kaskaskla east, from the earliest settlement of Illi- 
nois and Inhana, was called "the old Vincennes trace." '"This trace," says Gov. 
Reynolds, in his Pioneer History of Illinois, p. 79, " was celebrated in Illiaois. The 
Indians laid it out more than one hundred and fifty years ago. I t  commenced a t  
Detroit, thence to Ouiatonon, on the Wabash, thence to Vincennes and thence to Kas- 
kaskia. It was the Appian way of Illinois in ancient times. It is yet (in 1838) visible 

' in many places between Kaskaskia and Vincennes." I t  was also visible for years after 
the white settlements began, between the last place, the Vermilion and Ouiatonon, on 
the route described.-[AUTHOR. 

8 Croghan says of Ouiatonon that there were " about fourteen French families liv- 
ingin the fort, which stands on the ~iorth side of the river; that the Kickapoos and 
Mascoutins, whose warriors had taken us, live nigh the fort, on the sam.e side of the 
river, where they have two villages, and the Ouicatonons or Wawcottonans [as Croghan 
variously spells the name of the Weas] have a village on the south side of the river." 
" On the south side of the Wabash runs a high bank, in which are several very fine . 
coal mines, and behind this bank is a very large meadow, clear for several miles." The 
printer made a mistake in setting up Croghan's manuscript, or else Croghan himself' . 
committed an unint.entiona1 error in his diary in substituting the word sozcth for north 
in describing the side of the ricer on which the appearances of coal banks are found. The 
only locality on the banks of the Wabash, above the Vermilion, where the carbonifer- 
ous shales resembling coal are exposed is on the west, or north bank, of the river, about. 
four miles above Independence, at  a place known as "Black Rock," which, says Prof. 
Collett, in his report on the geology of Warren cou~ty,  Indiana, published in the Geolog- 
ical Survey of Indiana for 1873, pp. 2 M ,  " is a notable and romantic feature in the river 
scenery." "A precipitous or overhanging cliff exhibits an almost sheer descent of a 
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from the opposite side of the river, took great interest in  Mr. 
Croghan, and were deeply "concerned at what had happened. 
They charged the Kickapoos and Mascoutins to take the greatest 
care of him, and the Indians and white nleu captured with him, until 
their chiefs should arrive fro111 Fort Chartres, whither they had gone, 
some time before, to meet hinl, and who s e r e  rlecessarily ignorant of 
his being captured on llis way to the same place.?' From the 4th to 
tlze St,h of July Croghan held collferences with the Weas, Pianke- 
shaws, Kickapoos and hlascoutins, in which, he saj-s, 6 i  I was  lucky 
e~lougll to reconcile those fiations to His Najesty's interests, and ob- 
tained their consent to take possession of tlie posts in their country 
whicli the Frencli forrilerlj- possessed: and they offered their services 
should any nation oppose our taking such possession, all of which they . . .. confirlrleci by four large pipes., / -  011 the 11th a messenger arrived 
froin Fort Chartres requesting the I n d i a ~ ~ s  to take Croghan and his 
a r t  l i t e r  ; and as Fort Cliartres was tlie place to which he had 
originally designed going? lle desired the chiefs to get ready to set 
out tc-itli him for t,llat place as soon as possible. On tlie 13th the 
chiefs fioln ': the 3Iialnis " canne in and renewed t.heir (' ancient 
friendsllip with His Majest)-." On the 18th Crogl~an, with his party 
and the chiefs of the Miami and ot,her tribes we have mentioned, 
forming an imposing procession, started off across the country 
toward Fort Cllartres. On the way (neither Croghan's official report 
or his privat,e journal sllom the place) they met the great 6 i  Pontiac 
himself, together with the deputies of the Iroquois, Delawares and 
Shawnees,t who had gone on around to Fort C h r t r e s  with Capt. 

hundred and forty feet to the Wabash, at  its foot. The tap is composed of yellow, red, 
brown or black conglomerate sandrock, highly ferruginous, and in part pebbly. At the 
base of the sandrock, where it ioiys upon the underlying carbonaceous and pyritous 
shales are ' pot ' or ' rock-houses, which so constantly accompany this formation in 
southern Indiana. Some of these, of no great height, have been tunneled back under 
the cliff to a distance of thirty or forty feet by force of the ancient river once flowing 
a t  this level." The position-; in many respects, is like Starved Rock, on the Illinois, 
where La Salle built Fort St. Louis, and commands a fine view of the Wea plains, 
across the river eastward, and, before the recent growth of timber, of an arm of the 
Grand Prairie to the westward. The stockade fort and trading- ost of Ouiatonon has P often been confounded with the Wea villages, which were strung or several miles along 
the margin of the prairie, near the river, between Attica and LaFayette, on the south 
or east side of the liver; and some writers have mistaken i t  for the village of Keth- 
tip-e-ca-nuk, situated on the north bank of the Wabash River, near the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe. The fort was abandoned as a military post after its capture from the 
British by the Indians. It was always a place of considerable trade to the English, as 
well as the French. Thomas H u t c h s ,  in his Historical and Topographical Atlas, pub- 
lished in 1778, estimates " the annual amount of shins and furs obtained at  Ouiatonon 
at forty thousand dollars." 

* Croghan's official report to Sir Wm. Johnson: London Documents, vol. 7, p. 780. 
t These last-named Indian deputies, with Mr. Prazer, had gone down the Ohio mth 

Croghan, and thence on to Fort Chartres. Not hearing aaflhing from Croghan. or 
howing what had become of him, P~nt iae  and these Indian depubes, on l-mg that 
Croghan was at  Oulatanon, set out for that place to meet him. 

16 
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Frazer. The whole party, with deputies from the Illinois Indians, 
now returned to Ouiatanon, and there held another conference, in 
which were settled all matters with the Illinois Indians. '' Pontinc 
and the Illinois deputiesagreed to everything wllicll the otller tribes 
had conceded in the previous conferences at Ouiatanon, all of wllicli 
was ratified with a s o l e ~ ~ l n  formalitj-, of pipes and belts. ''" 

Here, tllen, upon the banks of tlle Tlrabasll at Ouiatonon, clid tlie 
Indian tribes, witli the sanction of Pont,iac. solenlnlj- surrende~ 1x1s- 
sessiorl of the nortllwest territory to tlie accredited agent of Great 
Britain.? Croghan alld his party! now swollen to a large body by 
the accession of the principal chiefs of the sej-cl-al nations, set out 
"for the Miamis, and t r a d e d  the rvllole way tllrougll a fine rich 
bottom, alongside the Oartbaclie, arr i r i~lg at Eel Rirer on the 1'7th. 
About six nliles up this river the!- found a sillall village of tlw . 
Twightwee, situated on a very deliglltful spot of gronnd 011 the b311k 
of the river." $ Crog1;llan's private journal continues : July 2Stlr. 
29th) 30th and 31st we traveled stiil alongside the Eel Eiver, passing 
through fine clear wooils and some good meado\$-s, tllough not so 
large as those we passecl solne clq-s before. Tlle c o o n t r ~  is more 
overgrown with woods, the soil is snfficient,l- rich. and well watered 
with springs. ? ? 

On the 1st of August the>- bLan?red at the carrying place he- 
tween the River Mianlis and tlie Ouabaclle, wllicll is about nine rniles 
long in dry seasons, but not above half that lengtll in freshets.". 
" Within a mile of the Twightwee  illag age.?' says Crdgllan, I was 
met by the chiefs of that nation: n-110 I-eceired us verr ki~iclly. Most 
part of these Indians k11ew me, and conducted me to  their ~ i l i age ,  
where they ilnlnediatelr 7~oi8ted an E)jgZish that I had formerlj- 
given them at Fort Piti. The nest d a j ~  they held a council, after 
which they gave me up all the Englisll prisoners they I~ad,  and es- 
pressed the pleasure it  gave the111 to see [that] tllc unhappy differ- 

. ences which had embroiled the several nations in a war with their 
brethren, the English, were aow so near a llappj- conclusion, and 
tha t  peace was established in their country. " 

* Croghan's official report, already quoted. 
I t  is true that Pontiac, with deputies of all the westward tribes, followed Croghan 

%o Detroit, where another conference took place; but this was only a more formal rati- 
fication of the surrender which the Indians declared they had already made of the 
.country at  Ouiatonon. 

S The Miami- Indian name of this village was Ke-nu-pa-com-a-qua Its French 
same was A l'ilnguille, or Eel River town. The Miami name of Eel River was h'i?t- 
mc-pefi-kuoh Sepe, or Water Snake (the Indians call the eel a water-snake fish) River. 
The vlllage was situated on the north bank of Eel River, about six miles from Logans- 
port. It was scattered along the river for some three miles. 

, 5 The following is Mr. Croghan's description of the " Miamis," as it appeared in 
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From the Miamis the party proceeded down tlle Maulnee in 
canoes. "About ninety ~lliles, continues the jourl-lal, from the ~ i a i n i s  
or Twiglltw-ee we came to where a large river, that heads in a large 
' lick, ' falls into the Mialni River ; this t h e ~ -  call ' The Forks. ' 
The ~ t t a k a s  claim this countr:\- and hunt llerl." This nation for- 
merly lived at Detroit. but are no\\- settled here on account of tlle 
ricllness of the count?-, ~-1lel:e game is a l ~ ~ a ~ - s  to be fourld in p!ent-." 

- Fronl Defiance Crog!lan's party were obliged to drag their canoes 
se~-em1 iniles: on account of the riffs wIlicll ir l terr~pt the rial-iga- 
tiorl," at tlle encl of nhicli the!- cfilne tu n T-illage of TI-andottes. ~ l i o  
receil-ecl them kindly. From tlience t lkY proceecled in their canoes 
tu tlie montll of the Naumee. Passing several large b a - s  and a 
n~ullber of rivers, the)- reaclled the Detroit Eirer  on the 16th of 
August: a d  Detroit 011 tile follom-ing mon~ing. +- 

As for Pontiac: his fate mas tragical. I Ie  was fullcl of tile French, 
and often visited the Spanisll post at St. Louis, whither lnanr of llis 
old fiiencls had gone from tlle Illinois side of the rirer. One dm- in 
1767. as is supposed, lie came to Xr.  St. illlge (this reteran soldier 
of France still remai~led in the countrj), a d  said lle vias going over 
to Callokia to \-isit the Kaskaskia Indians. . St. Ange enclearored.to 
dissuade him froin it, remincling lliln of the little friendsllip existing 
betn-een him ancl tlle British. Pontiac's answer was : " Captain, I 
am a man. I knoll- lmm- to fight. I 1la1-e alwa;-s foougllt openly. . * 

The\-  ill not murder me, 2nd if any one attacks me as a brare-man, 

1763: " The Twightmee cillage is situated on both sides of a river called St. Joseph's. 
This river, where it falls into the IVlianli River, about a quarter of a nlile from this 
place, is one hundred yards wide, os2 the east side of zchich stands a stockade for t  some- 
~r:hat ruinous." The Indian village consists of about fortx or fifty cabins, besides nine 
or ten French houses, a runaway colony from Detroit during the late Indian war; they 
were concerned in it, and being afraid of punishment came to this post, where they 
have ever since spirited up the Indians against the English. All the French residing 
here are a lazy, indolent people, fond of breeding- mischief, and they should not be 
suffered to remain. The conntiy is pleasant, the soil rich and well watered." 

%The place referred to is the mouth of the Auglaize, often designated as " The 
Forks " in many of the early accounts of the country. I t  may be noted that Croghan, 
like nearly all other early travelers, overestimates distances. 

j- Croghan describes Detroit as a large stockade " inclosing about eighty houses. It 
stands on the north side of the river on a high bank, agd commands a vei-y leasant 
prospect for nine miles above and below the fort. The country is thick settEd with 
French. Their plantations are generally laid out about three or f'our acres in breadth 
on the river, and eighty acres in depth; the soil is good, producing plenty of grain. 
All the people here are generally poor wretches, and consist of three or four hundred 
French families, a lazy, idle people, depending chiefly on the savages for their subsist- 

. ence. Though the land, with little labor, produces plenty of grain, they scarcely raise as 
much as will supply their wants, in imitation of Indians, whose manners and customs 
they have entirely a'do~ted, and cannot subsist without them. The men, women and 
children speak the Indian tongue perfectly well." At the conclusior of the lengthy 
conferences with the Indians, in which all matters were " settled to their satisfaction," 
Croghan set out frcm Detroit for Niagan, coasting along the north shore of Lake Erie 
m a birch canoe, arriving a t  the latter place on the 8th of October. 
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I am his match." Pontiac went over the river, was feasted, got: 
drunk, and retired to the' woods to sing medicine songs. I n  the 
meanwhile, an English merchant named Williamson bribed a Kas- 
kttslria Indian witha barrel of rum and promises of a greater reward 
if he would take Pontiac's life. Pontiac was struck with a pa-ka- 
ma-gon - tomahawk, and his skull fractured, causing death. This. 
murder aroused the vengeance of all the Indian tribes friendly to 
Pontiac, and brought about the war resulting ill the almost total ex- 
termination of the Illinois nation. He was a remarkably fine-looking. 
inan, neat in his person, and tasty in dress and in the arrangement 
of his ornaments. His complexion is said to hare approached that 
of the whites." St. Ange, hearing of Pont'iac's death, kindly took 
charge of the body, a n i  gave it a decent burial near the fort, the 
site of which is now covered by the city of St. Louis. "Neither 
mound nor tablet,:' says Francis Parkman, "rnarkecl the burial- 
place of Pontiac. For a inausoleum a city has arisen above t,he for- 
est hue, and the race wllom he hated with such burning ra,ncor tram- 
ple with unceasing footsteps over his forgotten grave. '' 

*I. N. Nicollet's Report, etc., p. 81. Mr. Nicollet received his information con- 
cerning Pontiac from Col. Pierre Chonteau, of St. Louis, and Col. Pierre Menard, of 
Kaskaskia, who were personally acquainted with the facts. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



CHAPTER XXIII. 

GEE. CL-4RK'S COXQ'UEST OF " THE ILLIYOIS." 

AFTER the Indians had submitted to English rule the west en- 
joyed a. period of' quiet. When the A~r~er ican  colonists, long com- - C 

plairlir~g against the opyre~sive acts of the mother country, broke 
.out into q)en  rerolt, and the war of the revolution fairly began, 
the English, fro111 the westward posts of Detroit, vincennes and 
Kaskaskia. incited the Indians 

1 

against the frontier settlements, 
and from these clepots supplied 
their war parties with guns and 
amlnunlition. The clepredations 
of the Indians in Kentucky were 
so severe that in the fall of 17'77 
George Eogers Clark conceived, 
and nest Sear executed, an expe- 
dition against the French settle- 
rnellts of Kaskaskia and Vin- 
celmes, TT-llich not o n l -  relieved 
Kentucky fro111 the incursions 
of the savages. but at the same 
time resulted in consequences 
wliicll are witllout parallel in the 

'Gen. Clark was born in Albemarle county, Virginia, on the 19th of November, 
1732. and died and was buried at Locust Grove, near Louisville, Kentucky, in February, 
1918. He came to Kentucky in the spring of 1773, and became early identified as a 
conspieuous leader in the border wars of that country. The border settlers of Kentucky 
.could not successfully contend against the numerous and active war parties from the 
Wsbash who were continually lurking in their neighborhoods, coming. as Indians do, 
stealthily, striking a blow where least expected, and escaping before tissistance could 
relieve the localities which they devastated, killing women and children, destrodoing 
live stock and burning the pioneers' cabins. Clark conceived the idea of capturing 
Vincennes and Kasb-askia. Keeping his plans to himself, he proceeded to Williams- 
.burg and laid t,hem before Patrick Henry, then governor of Virginia, who promptly 
aided in their execution. From Gov. Henry Clark received two sets of instructions, 
.one, to enlist seven companies of men, ostensiblg for the protection of the people of 
Kentucky, which at  that t i n e  was a county of Virginia, the other, a secret order, to 
,attack the British post of Kaskaskia! The result of his achievements was overshad- 
owed by the stirring events of the revolution eastward of the Alleghanies, where other 
heroes mere winning a glory that dazzled while it drew public attention exclusively to 

245 
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The account here given of Clark's caupaigrl in b b  The Illinois " is 
taken froln a inanuscript :nemoir composed by Clark hiniself, at the 
joint request of Presidents Jefferson and Xadison." We prefer 
wiving the account in Gen. Clark's own words, as fa,r as practicable. a 

The ineinoir of Gen. Clark proceeds : L o  On the (24th) of June, 
1778, we left our lit,tle island,+ and run about a, mile up the river in 
(,i-der to gain tile lllain channel, and shot the fhlls at the rery mo- 
lneitt of the sun being in a great eclipse, wlticll caused rarious con- 
jectures a,~nong the superstitious. il~ I knew that spies were kept 
on the river below the towns of the Tllinois, I llad resolred to inarcll 
part of the way by laid, a i d  of course left the nhole of our bas- 
gage, except nu illucll as ~vonld  equip us in the Indian inode. Tlle 
wliole of our force, after leariilg such as was judged not col~lpetent 

- 

to [endure] the expected fatigue, consisted only of four Eoinpauies, 
commanded b ~ :  Captains Jolm Xontgolnery, Josepll Bowmarl, 
Leonard IIelrns and William IIarrod. 3Iy force being so si~iall to 
what I expected, owing to the carious circul~lstarlces already men- 
tioned, I found it necessary to a l t e ~  ~ n y  plans of operation. 

'' I had fully acquniilted nl~self  that the French iilllabitalits in 
I those western set,tleinei~ts liizcl great illfluelice among the Indians in - 

aeneral, and were inore belo\-ecl b r  tllem than ally other Europeans ; b 

that their coinmerwial intercourse was unisersal throogllout tJhe west- 
ern and northwestern countries. ancl that the g0.r-enling interest on 

I t,he lakes was most.1~- in t,he hands of the Englisll, W ~ L O  were not 
much beloved by them. These. ant1 many (jther ideas similar 
thereto, caused me to resolre, if possible, to strellgthen nlr-self by 
such train of conduct as might probably attach the French inhahit- 
ants to our interest, and give us influence in the c o n n t ~  we weye 
aiining for. These were the principles that intluenccd 111)- future 
conduct, and, fortunatel?., I llacl just received a letter fro111 C'ol. 

them. The west was a wilderness,- excepting the isolajed French settielnents about 
, Kaskaskia, and a t  yincennes and Detroit,-and ~ c c u p ~ e d  only by savages and wild 
animals. I t  mas not until after the great Worthwest began to be settled, and its capa- 
bilities to sustain the empire,-since seated in its lap.-mas realized, that the magni- 
tude of the conquest forced itself into notice. The several states of Ohio, Indiama, 
Illinois, Michigan, and TVisconsin, carved out of the territory which he 33 glc!riously 
won,- nay, the whole nation,- owe to the memory of George Rogers Clark a debt of 
gratitude that cannot be repaid in a mere expression of words. An account of his life 
and eminent services, worthy of the man, yet remains to be written. 

*Judge John B. Dillon, when preparing his first history of Indiana, in 1543, had 
access to Clark's original manuscript memoir, and copied copious extracts in the vol- 
ume named, and it is from this source that the extracts appearing in this work were 
taken. This book of Judge Dillon is not to be confounded with a History of Indiana, 
prepared and published by him in 1859. His first book, although somewhat crude, is 
exceedingly valuable for tile historical matter i t  contains relating to the whole North- 
west, while the latter is a better digested history of the state of which he was an emi- 
nent citizen. + At Louisville. 
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Caulpbell, dated Pittsburgh, informing me of the contents of the 
treaties;+ between E'rstnce and .America. i l s  I intended to leave the' 
Ohio at Fort Massac, three leagues below the Tennessee, I landed 
on a s~nall island in the mouth of that river, in order to prepare for 
the march. In  a feu- llours after: one John Duff and a party of 
hunters coilling clo~-il tlle river were brought to by our boats. They 
were men formerly fro111 the states, and assured us of their liappiness 
in the adventure. . . . The>- had been but lately from Kaskaskia, 
and were able to give us  all tlle intelligence we TX-ished. They said 
that Goi-. Abbot llad lately left Port Gincennes. and gone to Detroit 
011 busilless of il~lportai~ce : that 3Ir. Rocllblare collllnanded at  has- 
kaskia, etc:: that the lllilitia TI-as kept in goocl orcler? and spies on 
the Nississippi, and that all hunters. both Indians and others? were 
ordered to keep tt good look-out for the rebels : that the fort was kept 
ill good order as an asyluni. etc.. but they beliet-ed the  hole to 
proceed illore frolll the fo~tclness for parade tlla~l the expectation of 
a visit : that if' tllcy received ti~llelr- notice of us. ther would collect 
ant1 give us a warm receptio~l. ns they were taught to liarbor a most 
llorritl iclea of' tile rebels. especiallr the T7il-gir~ians ; but that if we 
could surprise the place, wllicll tlleg were i llopes we might, t,hey 
made IN.) clonbt of our being able to clo as we pleased ; that they 
lloped to be rewired as partakers in the enterprise, and xishe2 us 
to p u t  full confidellce in theill. and tile\- would assist the guides in 
collducti~lg the party. This was agreed to, and they proved valua- 
ble rrlell. 

**Tile acquisition to us was great. as I liacl no intelligence front 
those posts since the spies 1 sent t~reli-e luonthu past. But no psrt 
uf their il~forll~atio~l pleased ille lllore than that of tlle inllabitants 
~- ie~~- i r lg  11s as more savage than their neigllbors. tlle irlclians. I \+-as 
deter~llilled to ~ I I I P ~ O \ - C  llpoll this if I was f~r tnnate  enough to get  
tllenl i n to  lily possessi~~l.  as I coilcei~ecl the greater the shoclt I 
could give tllelll at first tlle illore se~lsibly ~ r o n l d  tllel- feel 1 1 1 ~  lenity, 
and becolne illore raluahle friends. This I co~lceired to be agree- cI 

able Ilninan nature. as I llad obsel-i-ed it in illany instances. 
IIavi~lg c\-ervtlliilp prepared. we inovcd clo~1-1l to x little gully a 
sinall distance abw-e ?Ilassac. in wllicli 11-e cullcealet? our boats, and 
set out a nortllm-est course. Tlie weather was favorable. In some 
parts water \\-as scarce. as n-ell as g:'!~!c- Of course we suffered 
drongllt and ilunger. but not to excess. On the tl~ird d a j ~  John 

"The timely information received of the alliance between the United States and 
France mas made use of by Gen. Clark with his usual tact and with great success, as 
will be seen farther on. 
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Saunders, our principal guide, appeared confused, and we soon dis- 
covered that he was totally lost, without there was some other cause 
o f  his conduct. 

" I asked him various questions, and from his answers I could 
scarcely determine what to think of l~im,- whether or not that he 
was lost, or that he wished to deceive us. . . . The cry of the whole 
detachment was that he was a traitor. 1 . e  begged that he might be 
suffered to go some distance into a plain that was in full \-icy to try 
to  make some discoverj- wbether or not he was right. I told him lle 
might go, but that I was suspicious of him, frolt~ his conduct ; that 
from the first day of his being ernl~lored he always said he knew the 
way well; that there was ilow 2 different appearance; that I saw tlle 
nature of the country was such that a person once accluainted \%-it11 
i t  could not in a short time forget i t ;  that a few me11 shoulcl go with 
him to prevent his escape, and that if he did not  disco^-er and take 
us into the hunter's roacl that led fro111 the east into Iiaskaskia, 
which he had fi-equently described. I m-ould have lliln ilnlnediately 
put to death, ~ ~ ~ l i i c l l  I \\-as deterlninecl to hare  done. But after a 
search of an hour or two he came to a place that lle knew perfectlj-, 
and we discovered that the poor fellow had beer], as tllej- call it, 
bewildered. 

& '  On tllej%u?ath of Jlciy, in the e~ening.  we got witllin a few lniles 
of the town, allere we lay until near clarlc. keeping spies allead, after 
wllicll we coullnenced our illarcll. and took possession of a house 
wherein a large fanlilj- lived, on the bank of the Kaskasltia Rirer? 
about three-quarters of a liliie above tlie town. 1Iel.c we n-ere ill- 
formed that the people a few days before were under a n w .  but llacl 
concluded that the cause of the alarnl TI-as mitllout funntlatiuil, and 
that at  that time there was a great 11unlber of inen ill t o ~ ~ n .  but that 
the Indians had gexlerally left it. and at present all was quiet. W e  
soon procurecl a sufficienc~ of ressels, the lllore ill ease to convey us 
across the river. 

b b  With one of the divisions I nlarclled to the fort. and ordered tlie 
other two into different quarters of the toan. If  I met nit11 no resist- 
ance, at a certain signal a general sllout was to be given ancl ccrt.ain 
parts were to be i~nmecliatel~- possessed, and lnen of each detach- 
ment, wllo could speak the Frellcll language, were to rull through 
every street and proclaim had happened, ancl inforin the inhab- 
itan ts that er-el.)- person that appearerl in the streets M-onlcl be shot 
down. This disposition had its desired effect. In a T-erj- little time 
we had complete possession, and every aaenne was guarded to prevent 
any escape to give the alarm to the other villages in case of opposi- 
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tion. Various orders had been issued not worth mentioning. I don't 
suppose greater silence ever reigned among the inhabitants of a 
place than did at this at present ; not s person to be seen, not a word 
to be heard by them, for some time, but, designedly, the greatest 
noise kept up by our troops through ever?. q ~ ~ a r t e r  of the town, and 
patrols continually the whole night around it, as intercepting any 
irlforinatiun was a capital object, and in about two hours the whole 
of the inhabitants were disarmed, and informed that if one was taken 
attempting to make his escape he should be immediately put to 
death.?? ., 

When Col. Clark, by the nse of rarious bloodless means, had 
raised the terror of the French inhabitants to a painful height, he 
surprised tllenl, and won their confidence and friendship, b r  perform- 
ing, unexpected1~-, several acts of justice ancl generosity. On the 
lrlorning of the 5th of July a fen- of the principzl men rrere arrested 
and put in irons. Soon afterward N. Gibault, the priest of the ril- 
lage, accompanied by fire or six aged citizens, waited on Col. Clark: 
and said that the inhabitants expected to be separated, perhaps nerer 
ti, meet again: and they begged to be permitted to assemble in their 
dlurch, and there to take leare of each other. Col. Clark mildly 
told the priest that he llacl nothing to say against his religion ; that 
it was a matter wllicll A41~lericarls left for ever>- 111alr to settle wit11 his 
Gorl; that the people might assemble in their church, if thcr  ~ o u l d ,  
but that they must not 1-enture out of tom-11. 

Searly the m-hole Fre l~c l~  popnlation assembled at the church. 
The llouses were deserted b -  all wl~o coillcl leave tlleinl and Col. 
Clark _pire orders to l ) re~-e l~ t  all!- soldiers fro111 eiltering the vacant 
bllildings. Xfter tl:e close uf the nleetiilg at tlle cllurcll a clepntation, 
consisting of ;\I. Gnibault and several other persona. waited oil Col. 
Clark. and said b '  tlmt their present situation ~x-:-as the fate of war, and 
that they could soblnit to the loss of their property. bat the\- solic- 
ited that tlle~- lnigllt not be separatecl froill their 11-il-es and childrell, 
and that some clotlles and prw-isiona lniglit be allowed for their 
support." Clark feigned surprise at this request. and abrupt1~- 
esclaiilled: . *Do  roa illistake us for sarages l I am alnlost cer- 
tain rou do froin Four language! Do >-ou think that ,imericans 
intencl to strip women and cllildren. or take the bread out of their 
mouths 5 1\Ir coumtr~-lilen. '' saicl Clark, .' disdain to make war 
upon i~elpless innocence. I t  was to prerent the llorrors of Indian 
butcl~erl- upon our o m  ~{- i~-es  and children that we llare taken arms 
and penetrated into t$hia relnote stronghold of British and Indian 
barbarity. and not the despicable prospect of plunder; that now the 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



.- . 
HISTOEIC NOTES O N  THE -NORTHWEST. 

I king of France had united his powerful arms with those of Ailneriea, , 
the war would not, in all probability, continue long, but the inhabit- I 
ants of Kaskaskia were at liberty to take which side they pleased, 
without the least danger to either their property or families. Nor 
would their religion be any source of disagreement, as all religions 
were regarded with equal respect in the eye of the American law,. 
and that any insult offered to it would be irnrnediately purlisiled.)) 

"And now," Clark continues, "to prove my sincerity, yon will 
please inform pour fellow-citizens that they are quite at liberty to 
conduct theinselves as usual, without the least apprellension. I am 
now convinced, from what I have learned since my arrival among 
you, that you have been rr~isinfornled and prejudiced against us by 
British officers, and your friends who are in confinenlent sllall imme- 
diately be released.":$ In  a few minntes after the delivery of tllis 
speecl~ the gloom that rested on the inincls of the inhabitants of 
Kaskaskia had passecl away. The news of the treaty of alliance 
between France and the United States, and the influence of the mag- 
nanimous conduct of Clark, induced the Frencll villagers to take the . 

oath of allegiance to the state of Virginia. Their arms were restored 
to them, and a volunteer company of French iililitia joined a detach- 
ment under Capt. Bowman, when that officer was dispatched to take 
possession of Cahokia. Tlie inhabitants of this small rillage: on 
hearing what had taken place at Kaskaskia, readily took the oath of 
allegiance to Virginia. 

The memoir of Clark proceeds: "Post Vincennes nerer being 
ou t  of my mind, and from some things that I had learned I suspected 
that Mr. Gibault? the priest? was i~lclinetl to the Aki~2erican interest 
previous to our arrival in the countr~-. I Ie  had great influence o w  
the people at this period, and Post Vincennes was under his jurir- 
diction. I made no doubt of his integrity to us. I sent for Lim. 

. and had a long conference with hiin on the subject of Post Vineennee. 
In answer to all my queries he informed me that he did not think i t  
worth my while to cause any military preparatioll to be made itt the 
Falls of the Ohio for the attack of Post Vincennes, altIhougli the place 
was strong and a, great number of Indians in its nei~llborllood, a r h o ,  
to his knowledge, were generally at m a r ;  that the go\-ernor had. a 
few weeks before, left the place on some business to Detroit: that  
he expected that when the inhabitants were full- acquainted \ritll 
what had passed at the Illinois, and the present happiness of their 
friends, and made fully acquaintecl with the nature of the ~ 7 - a ~  their 
sentiments would greatly change ; that he knew that his appearance 

* Clark's Memoir. 
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there would have great weight, even among the savages; that if 
it was agreeable to me he would take this business on himself, and 
had no doubt of his being able to bring that place over to the Arner- 
ican interest without my being at the trouble of marching against it ; 
tllat the business being altogether spiritual, he wished that another 
persou might be charged with the telnporal part of the embassy, but 
that lle would privately direct the whole, and he named Dr. Lafont 

his associate. 
This was perfectly agreeable to .what I had been secretly aim- 

illg at for some clays. The plan was immediately settled, and the 
tao doctors, with their intended retinue, among whonx I had a spy, 
set about preparillg for their journey, and set out on the 14th of July, 
wit11 an adclress to the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, authorizing 
tlle~n to garrison their own town thernselces, which would convince 
t.hein of the great confidence we put in them, etc. 311 this had it,s 
desired effect. Mr. Gibault and his pa,rty a,rri~-ed safe, and after- 
their spending a day or two in explaining lnatters to the people, 
they unirersally acceded to the proposal (except a few emissaries 
left bj- Xr. Abbot, who immediately left the country), %, , and went in a 
body -to the church, where the oath of aliegiance was adrnini;tered 
to t,l~em in a most solelnn manner. B11 officer was elected, the fort 
imnlediatel?r [garrisoned], and the American flag displayed to the 
astonishment of the Indians, and everjthing settled far be-ond our 
most sanguine hopes. The people here ilnrnediately began to put 
on a new face, and to talk in a different stxle, and to act as perfect 
freemen. With a garrison of their own: with the United States at 
their elbow, their language to the Indians was imlllecliately altered. . 

 the^ began as citizens of the Cnited States: and inforil~ed the 
Indians tllat their old father, the king of ~ r a n c e ,  a-as come to life 
again, and was mad at them for fighting for the English ; that they 
woulcl advise them to make peace with the Americans as soon as 
they could, otherwise they might expect the lancl to be T-erj- bloodj~, 
etc. The Iildiails began to thillk serious1~- ; tl~rougl~ont the country 
this %as tlie kind of language t h e -  general$- got fro111 their ancient 
friends of the Wabasll and Illinois. Through the irleans of their 
correspondence spreading among the nations. our batteries began 
no&- to pla-  in a proper channel. Xr. Gibsult and part-, accom- 
panied by several gentlemen of Post T-incennes. returned to Kas- 
kaskia about the 1st of August with the joyful news. During his. 
absence 011 this business, whidi caused great anxiety to me (for 
without the possession of this post all onr views would hare been 
blasted), I was exceedingly engaged in regulating things in the Illi- 
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nois. The reduction of these posts was the period of the enlistment 
of our troops. I was at a great loss at the-time to determine how 
t o  act, and how far I might venture to strain my authority. Mv 

U 

instructions were silent on maliy important points, as it was impos- 
sible to foresee the events that would take place. TO abandon-the 

- 

country, and all tlie prospects that opened to our view in tlle Indian 
.department at this time, for the want of instruction in certain cases, 
I thought would amount to a reflection on government, as having no 
confidence in me. I resolved to usurp all the authority necessary to 
carry my points. I had the greater part of our [t,roops] reenlisted 
on a different establishment, commissioned French officers in the 
country to cornrnand a company of the young inhabitants, estab- 
lished a garrison at Cahokia, commanded b j  Capt. Bowman, and 
another at Kaskaskia, commanded by Capt. Williams. Post Tin- 
cennes remained in the situation as mentioned. Col. Tvilliam Linn, 
who had accorrlyaniecl us as a rolunteer, took charge of a party 
that was to be discharged upon their at the Falls, and 
orders were sent for tlle removal of that post to the mainland. 
Capt. John Montgomery was dispatched t,o government with letters. 
. . . I again turned 1197 attention to Post TTincennes. I plainly saw 
that it  would be highly necessarJ- tto have an American officer at that 
post. Capt. Leonal*cl Helm appeared calculated to answer inj- pur- 
pose ; he was past t,he meridian of life, and a goocl deal acquainted 
with the Indian [disposition]. I sent hiin to command at that post, 
and also appointed llini agent for Indian affairs in the departinent of 
the Wabasll. . . . About the middle of Augnst lle set ont to take 
possession of his new command." Thus,'? says Clark, referring to 

* "An Indian chief called the Tobacco's Son, a Piankeshaw, at this time resided in 
a village adjoining Post Vincennes. This man was called by the Indians ' The Grand 
Door to the Wabash '; and as nothing of consequence was to be undertaken by the 
league on the Wabash without his assent, I discovered that to win him was an object 
of signal importance. I sent him a spirited compliment by Mr. Gibault; he returned 
it. I now, by Capt. Helm, touched him on the same spring that I had done the inhab- 
itants, and sent a speech, with a belt of wampum, directing Capt. Helm how to man- 
age if the chief was pacifically inclined or otherwise. The captain arrived safe at Post 
Vincennes, and was received with acclamat,tions by the people. After the usual cere- 
mony was over he sent for the Grand Door, and delivered my letter to him. After 
having read it, he informed the captain that he was happy to see him, one of the Big 
Knife chiefs, in this town; it was here he had joined the English against him: but he 
confessed that he alwags thought they looked gloomy; that as the contents of the let- 
ter were of great moment, he could not give an answer for some time; that he must 
collect hls counsellors on the subject. and was in hopes the captain would be patient. 
In  short,he put on all the courtly dignity that he was master of, and Capt. Helm fol- 
lomng  IS example, i t  was several days before this business was finished, as the whole 
proceeding was very ceremonious. At length the captain was invited to the I n d m  
council, and informed by Tobacco that they had maturely considered the case in hand, 
and had got the nature of the war between the English and us explained to their sat- 
isfaction; that as we spoke the same language and appeared to be the same people, he 
always thought that he was in the dark as to the truth of it, but now the shy was 
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Helm's success, (' ended this valuable negotiation, and the saving of 
blood. . . . @ a short time allnost the whole of the various 

tribes of the different nations on the Wabash, as high as the Ouia- 
tanon, came to Post Vincennes, and followed the example of the  
Grand Door Chief; and as expresses were contii~ually passing be- 
t ~ e e n  Capt. Helm and myself the whole time of these treaties, the 
business was settled perfectly to my satisfaction, and greatly to the  
advantage of the public. The British interest daily lost ground in 
this quarter, and in a short time our influence reached the Illdians 
on the River St. Joseph and the border of Lake Michigan. The 
French gentleinen at the different posts we now had possession of 

- 

engaged warmly in our interest. They appeared to vie with each 
other in proinot,ing t,he business, and through the means of their 
corresponclence, trading among the Indians, and otherwise, in a 
short time the Indians of various tribes inhabiting the region of 
Illinois came in great numbers to Caliokia., in order to make treat,ies 
of peace with us. From the inforination they generally got from 
the French gentlemen (whom t,hey implicitly believed) respecting us, 
they mere truly alarmed, and, consequently, we were visited by the 
great,er part of them, without a,ny in\itation from us. Of course we 
had grea,tly the advantage in making use of such language as suited 
our [interest]. Those treat,ies, which cominenced about the last of 
August and continued between three and four weeks, were probably 
conducted in a way different from any other known in Ainerica at 
that time. I had been alwaj-s cconrinced that our general conduct 
wit11 the Indians was wrong ; that invit,ing them to treaties was con- 

- 

siclerecl by them in a different manner from what we expected, and 
imputed by them to fear, and that giving them great presents con- 
firmed it. I resolved to guard aga,inst this, and I took good pains 
t,o make myself acquainted fully with the French. and Spanish 
methods of treating Indians, and with the manners, genius and dis- 
position of the 1ndians in general. As in this quarter they had not 
yet been spoiled by us, I was resolved t,hat t'hey should not be. I 
began t,he business fully prepared, having copies of the British trea- 
ties. : ' 

At the first great council, which was opened at Cahokia, an Indian 
chief, with a. belt of peace in his hand, advanced t.o the table at which 

cleared up; that he found that the ' Big Knife ' was in the right; that pe~haps if the 
English conquered, they would serve them in the same manner that they Intended to 
serve us; that his ideas were uite changed, and that he would tell all the red people 
on the Wabash to bloody theyand no more for the English. He jumped up, struck 

breast, called himself a man and a wamor, said that he was now a Big G i f e ,  and 
hk.Capt. Helm by the hand. His example was followed by all present, and the 
e v e w g  was spent in memment." 
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Col. Clark was sitting ; another chief, bearing the sacred pipe of the 
tribe, went forward to the table, and a third chief then advanced 
with fire to kindle the pipe. When the pipe w'as lighted it was fig- 
uratively presented to the heavens. then to the earth, then to all t{e. 
good spirits, to witness what was about to be done. After the ob- 
servance of these forms the pipe was presented to Clark, and after- 
ward to every person present. An Indian speaker then addressed 
the Indians as follows : " Warriors,-You ought to be thalikful that 
the Great Spirit has taken pity on you, and cleared the s k ~ -  al~d 
opened your ears and hearts, so that you may h e a ~  the truth. We 
have been deceived by bad birds flying through the land. But we 
will take up the bloody hatchet no more against the Big I<nife,"and 
we hope, as the Great Spirit has brought us together for good, as he 
is good, that we may be received as friends, and that the belt of 
peace map take the place of the blood- belt." 

('1 informed them;" says Clark, " that I had paicl attention to 
what they had said, and that on the next day I would give them an 
answer, when I hoped the ears and lleart,s of all people mould be 
.opened to receive the truth, which should be spoken without decep- 
tion. I advised them to keep prepared for the result of this daj, on 
which, perhaps, their very existence as a nation depended, etc., and 
dismissed them, not suffering any of our people to shake hands with 
them, as peace was not yet concluded, telling them it was time enough 
to give the hand when the heart could be given also. They replied 
$hat (such sentiments were like Inen who had but one heart, and did 
not speak with a double tongue.' The next da)- 1 dede-ered them the 
following speech : 

' Men and Warriors:-Pay attention to my words : You informed 
me yesterday that the Great Spirit had brought us together, and that 
you hoped, as he mas good, that it would be for good. I hare also 
the same hope, and expect that each pal-ty will strictly a,dhere to 
whatever may be agreed upon, whether it be peace or war, and henee- 
forward prove ourselves worthy of the attention of the Great Spirit. 
I am a man and a warrior,- not a counsellor. I carry war in my 

*The early border men of Virginia and her county of Kentucky usually ceca 
very large knives. From this circumstance the Virginians were called, in the Ihos  
(Miami) dialect, She-mol-sea, meaning the " Big Knife." At a later day the same 
ap ellation, under the Chippewayan word Che-mo-ko-man, was extended, by the 
~ n g a n s ,  to the white people generally,-always excepting the Englishman proper, 
whom they called the Sag-e-nash, and the Yankees to whom they gave the epithet of 
Bas-to-ne-ly, i.e., the Bostonians. The-term is derived from the Miami word mal-sk 
o r  mol-sea, a knife, or the Ojibbeway mo-ko-man, which means the same thing. The 

refk che or she emphasizes the kind or size of the instrument, as a huge, long 
Life. Such is the origin of the expression " long knives," frequently found in books 
where Indian characters occur. 
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right ha~ld, and in 1ny left, peace. I am sent by the gieadiouncil of 
the Big Knife, and their friends, to take possession of all the towns 
possessed by the English in this country, and to watch the motions 
.of the red people ; to bloody the paths of tllose who attempt to stop 
the course of t,he ricer, but to clear the roads from us to those who 
desire to be in peace, that the women and children mag- walk in them 

meeting anything to strike their feet against. 1 am 
to call upon the Great Fire for warriors enougl~ to darken the land, 
and that the recl people ma- hear no sound but of birds who live on 
blood. 1 know there is a mist befere your eyes. 1 will dispel the 
e]ouds, tliat you ma)- dearly see the cause of the war between the 
Big Iinife and the ~ n ~ l i s i l ,  then you lnay judge for zdarselves which 
party is in the right: and if - o u  are warriors: as you profess to be, 
prore it b r  adlleri~lp faithfull- to the partr  which rou  sllall belieye 
.to be entitled to !-our frienclship. and do not show yourselres to be 
squaxs. 

'The Gig f nires are very much like the red people. They don't 
know hon7 to make blankets and powder and cloth. They b u -  these 
things from the English, from whym they are sprung. They live by 
mal;ing. corn, hunting and t,racle, as J-ou and your neighbors, the 
French, do. But the Big Icnires, daily gett,ing more numerous: like 
t,he trees in the woods, the land became poor and hunting scarce, 
and haring but little to trade with? the women began to cry at seeing 
their children naked, and tried to learn Ilow to make clothes for 
themselves. They soon i~lade blankets for their husbands and chil- 
dren. and the men learned to make guns and powder. I n  t.his way 
we did not want to buy so much from the English. Thej- then got 
mad with us? and sent st,rong garrisons t,hrough our country, as vou 
see they hare done among you on the lakes, and among the French. 
They mould not let our women spin, nor our men malie powder, nor 
let us trade wit11 anybod- else. The English said we should bug 
ereryt'ing of them, and since me had got saucy we should give two 
bucks for a blanket, wllicll rre used to get for one : we should do as 
ther pleased ; and they killed sonle of onr people, to  make the rest 
fear them. This is the truth, and the real cause of the n-ar between 
the English and us? which did not take place until some time after 
this treatment. 

' Bllt our women became colcl and hungrj- and continued to cry. 
Our young men got lost for want of counsel to put them in the right 
path. The whole land was dark. The old Inen held dowrl their 
heads for shame, because the?- could not see the sun ; and thus there 
Was mourning for manr  years orer the land. A t  last the Great 
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Spirit took pity on us, and kindled a great council fire, that never 
goes out, at a place called Philadelphia. He then stuck down 
a post, and put a war tomahawk by it, and went away. The sun 
immediately broke out, the sky was biue again, and the old men 
held up their heads and assembled at the fire. They took up the 
hatchet, sharpened it, and put it into the hands of our young men, 
ordering them to strike the English as long as they could find one 
on this side of the great waters. The young men ilnmediately struck 
the war post and blood was shed. In  this way the war began, ;md 
the English were driven from one place to another until they got 
weak, and then t8hey hired you red people to fight for them. The 
Great Spirit got angry at this, and ~aused your old father, the 
French king, and other great nations, to join the Big Knires, and 
fight with them against all their enemies. So the English hare be- 
come like deer in the woods, and you may see that it is the Great 
Spirit that has caused yonr waters to be troubled, because yon hare 
fought for the people he was inad with. If pour women and chil- 
dren should now cry, you must blame yourselves for it, and not the 
Big Knives. 

'You can now judge who is in the right. I have already told 
you who I am. Here is a bioody belt and a white one, take which 
you please. Behave like men, and clon't let your being surrounded 
by the Big Knives cause you to take up the one belt with your hands 
while your hearts take up the other. If you take the bloody path, 
you shall leave the town in safety, and may go and join your friends, 
the English. We will then try, like warriors, who can put the most 
stumbling-blocks in each other's way, and keep our clothes longest 
stained with blood. If, on the other hand, you should take the path 
of peace, and be received as brothers to the Big Knives, with their 
friends, the French; should you then listen to bad birds that may 
be flying through the land, you will no longer deserre to be counted 
as men, but as creatures with two tongues, that ought to be destroyed 
without listening to anything you might say. As I am convinced 
you never heard .the truth before, I do not wish you to answer he- 
fore you have taken time to counsel. We will, therefore, part this 
evening, and when the Great Spirit shall bring us together again, let 
us speak and think like men, with but one heart and one tongue.' 

"The next day after this speech a new fire was kindled with 
more than usual ceremony; an Indian speaker came forward and 
said: They ought to be thankful that the Great Spirit had taken 
pity on them, and opened their ears and their hearts to receive the 
truth. He had paid great attention to what the Great Spirit had 
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pat into my heart to say to them. They believed the whole 60  be - 
the truth, as the Big Knives did not speak like any other people 
b e y  had ever heard. They now saw  the^- had been deceived, and 
that the English had told them lies, and'that I had told them the 

just as some of tbeir old men had always told them. They 
now believed that we were in the right; and as the English had 
forts in their country, the>- might, if they got strong enough, want 
to serve the red people as they had t,reated the Big Knives. The 
red people ought, therefore, tro help us? and they had, with a cheer- 
fa1 heart, taken up the belt of peace, and spurned that of war. They 
were determined to hold the former fast, and would hare no doubt 
of our friendship, from the manner of our speaking? so differeat 
from that of t,he English. They would now call in their warriors, 
and throw the tomahawk into the river, where it could never be 
found. They would suffer no more bad birds t,o fl- through the 
land: disquieting the women and children. They would be careful 
to smooth t,he roads for their brothers, the Big Knives, whenever 
they might wish to come and see them. Their friends should hear 
of the good talk I had given them : and they hoped I would send 
chiefs among them, with my eyes, to see myself that they were men, 
and strictly adhered to all they had said at t,his great fire, which the 
Great Spirit had kindled at Cahokia for the good of all people who 
would attend it. " 

The sacred pipe was again kindled, and presented. figuratively, 
to the heavens and the earth, and bo all;t.he good spirits: as witness 
of what had been done. The Indians and the white men then closed 
the council by smoking the pipe and shaking hands. With no ma- 
terial variation, either of the forms that were obserred, or with the 
speeches that were made at this council. Coi. Clark and his officers 
concluded treaties of peace with the Piankeshawe, Ouiatenons, Kick- 
apoos, Illinois. Kaskaskias? Peorias, and branches of some other 
tribes that inhabited trhe country between Lake Michigan cI and the 
hIississippi. 

Goy. Henry soon received intelligence of the successfui progress 
-of the expedition under the command of Clark. The French inhab- 
itants of the rillages of Kaskasliia, Cahokia and Post Vineennes 
took the oath of allegiance to t.he State of T-irginia. 

In October. I f  78, the General Asaeinb1~- of the State of Virginia b 

passed an act which contained t,he following provisions, l-iz : All the 
citizens of the Commonwealth of Yirginia '* who are already settled 
or shall hereafter settle o n  the western side qf the Ohio, shall be in- 
cluded in a distinct countv. .' ' which shall be called 2Zlinois county; 

1 r; 
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and the governor of this commonwealth, with the advice of the 
council, may appoint a county lieutenant, or commandant-irtchief, 
in that county, during pleasure, who shall appoint and commission 
so many deputy commandants, militia officers and commissaries as 
he shall think proper in the different districts, during pleasure ; all 
of whom, before they enter into office, shall take the oath of fidelity 
to this commonwealth and the oath of office, according to the fom 
of their own religion. And all civil officers to which the inhabit- 
ants have been accustomed, necessary for the pr'eservation of the 
peace and the administration of justice, shall be chosen by a major- 
ity of the citizens in their respectire districts, to be convened for 
that purpose by the county lieutenant, or commandant, or his deputy, 
and shall be commissioned by the said county lieutenant or corn- 
mandant-in-chief. ' ' 0 

Before the provisiolls of the law were carried into effect, Hemy 
Hamilton, the Brit8ish lieutenant-governor of Detroit, collected an 
army, consisting of about thirty regulars, fifty French volunteers, 
and four hundred Indians. With this fake he passed down the 
River Wabash, and took possession of Post Vincennes on the 15th 
of December, 177s. No attempt was made by the population to 
defend the town. Capt. Helm was taken and detained as a prisoner, 
and a number of the French inhabitants disarmed. 

Clark was aware that Gov. Hamilton, now that he had regained 
possession of Vincennes, would undertake the capture of his forces, 
and realizing his danger, he determined to forestall Hamilton and 
capture the latter. His :plans were at orlce formed. He sent a por- 

tion of his available force by boat, called The WiIZis~g, with instruc- 
tions to Capt. Rogers, the commander, to proceed down the Nissis- 
sippi and up the Ohio and Wabash, and secrete himself a few miles 
below Vincennes, and prohibit any persons from passing either up or 
down. With another part of his force he marched across the countrr: 
through prairies, swamps and inarslles, crossing swollen strearns - 
for it was in the montll of Februizr~, and the whole countr? nas 
flooded horn colltinuous rains - and arriving at the banks of the 
Wabash near St. Francisville, he pushed across the river and brought 
his forces in the rear of Vincennes before daybreak. So secret 2nd 

rapid were his movements that Gov. Hamilton had no notice that 
Clark had left Iiaskaskia. Clark issued a notice requiring the 
people of the town to keep within their hoases, ancl declaring th" 
all persons found elsewl~ere would be treated as enemies. ~ohacco's  
Son tendered one hundred of his Piankashaw braves, himself at 
their head. Clark declined their services with thanks, sasng his 
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own force was sufficient. Gov. Hamilton had just completed the 
fort, consisting of strong block-houses at each angle, with the cannon 
$aced on the upper floors, at an elevation of eleven feet from the 
snrface. The works were at once closely invested. The ports were 
so badly cut, the men on the inside could not stand t<o their cannon 
for the bullets that would whiz from the rifles of Clark's sharp- 
&ooters through the embrasures whenever they were suffered for 
an instant to remain open. 

The town immediately surrendered with joy, and assisted at the 
siege. After the first offer to surrender upon terms wa.s declined, 
Hamilt011 and Clark, with attendants, met in a conference at the 
Catholic church, situated some eighty rods from the fort,, and in the 
afternoon of the same day, the 24th of February, 1779, the fort and 
garrison, consisting of seventy-five men, surrendered at discretion." 
The result was that Hamilton and his whole force were made prism- 
ers of war.? Clark held military possession of the northwest until 
the close of the war? and in that way it was secured to our country. 
At the treaty of peace, held at Paris at the close of the revolutionary 
war, the British insisted that the Ohio River should be the northern 
boundary of the United States. The correspondence relatire to that 
treaty shows that the only ground on which " the Smerican commis- 
sioners relied to sustqain their claim that the lakes should be the 
boundary was the fact that Gen. Clark ha4 conquered the country, 
and Tas in the undisputed military possession of it at the time of 
the negotiation. This fact mas affirmed and admitted, and mas the 
chief ground on which British com~nissioners reluct-antly abandoned 
their claim. ' ' $ 

*Two days after the Willi?~ arrived, its crew much mortified because they did not 
share in the victory, although &ark commended them for their diligence. Two days 
before Capt. Rogers' arrival with the WiZZi?z.g, Clark had dispatched three armed 
boats, under charge of Capt. Helm and Majors Bosseron and Le Grass, up the Wabash, 
to intercept a fleet which Clark was advised was on its way from Detroit, laden with 
supplies for Gov. Hamilton at Vincennes. About one hundred and twenty miles up 
the river the British boats, seven in number, having aboard military supplies of 
the value of ten thousand pounds sterling money and forty men, %mong whom was 
Philip De Jean, a magistrate of Detroit, were captured by Capt. Helm. The writer 
has before him the statement of John IhIcFall, born near Vincennes in 1'798. He lived 
near and in Vincennes untiI 1817. His grandfather, Ralph Mattison, was one of 
Clark's soldiers who accompanied Helm's expedition up the Wabash, and he often told 
XcFall, his grandson, thahthe British were lying by in the Vermilion River, near its 
mouth, where they were surprised in the night-time and captured by Helm without 
h g  a shot. 

+This march, from its daring conception, and the obstacles encountered and over- 
come, is one of the most thrilling events in our history, and i t  is to be regretted that 
the limited space assigned to other topics precludes its insertion. 

$Burnett's Notes on the Sorthwest Territory, p. 77. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY -THE ORDINANCE OF 1787-BILL OF 
' RIGHTS -FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM -PROVISIONS FOR STATES - OLD 

BOUNDARIES BETWEEN CANADA AND LOUISIANA-INDIAN WARS- 
THE INDIAN COUNTRY RAVAGED. 

COL. CLARK having captured Gov. Hamilton's forces at Tin- 
cennes, and reestablished the authority of Virginia over the north- 
west territory, Col. John Todd, commissioned as lieutenant for the 
county of Illinois, in the spring of 17'79 proceeded to Kaskaskia and 
Vincennes, and organized a government under the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Virginia of October, 1'778, for the establishing of 
"IUinois County." Col. Todd formed courts of justice, and pro- 
vided other machinery t.o secure peace and good order among the 
inhabitants. The court was comprised of several magistrates, who 
.dispensed justice, in the absence of statutes specifically defining 
their powers, pretty much according to their own ~nrest~rained no- 
tions of equity, applied according to the emergency of each particu- . 

lar case, as it would come before them, much after the manner of 
the early French commandants." 

The northwest territory soon became a source of trouble to the 
continental congress. Besides the claims of Virginia, New Pork, 

- Nassachusetts and Connecticut asserted title to portions of it by 
virtue of their ancient charters.+ These conflicting claims were the 
subjects of much discussion and legislative action in the states 
named, and by congress as well. Congress, on the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1180, requested the several states b L  having claimsto waste and 
nnappropriated lands in the western countq- to cede a portion 

* "The court " was one of high authority, and among the powers it arrogated to 
itself was the right of disposing of the public lands. After having granted some 
twenty-two thousand acres to private individuals, by orders entered from time to time 
upon their records, "the court" partitioned large tracts a w n g  themselves; the recip- 
ient member would, out of modesty, absent himself from "court" on the day the 
entry was made on the journal by his associates in his favor, "so that it might appear 
to be the act of his fellows only." Official letter of Gen. Harrison, January 19, 1802. 
The evil- grew to such proportions that Gen. Harner, in 1187, issued a military order 
suppressing it. 

t Connecticut, claiming through her charter granted on the 23d of April, 1662, by 
King Ch~rles  the Second, passed a resolution in 1783, to the effect "That all the land 
lying west of the western limits of Pennsylvania and east of the Mississippi, and be- 
tween the forty-first and forty-second parallels of latitude, " was hers. 
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thereof to the United States." Virginia, on the ad of January, 1781, 
released her claim to the northwest territory, reserving one hundred 
and fift~- thousand acres near the falls of the Ohio, which she had 
pronlisetl to Gen. Clarli, and the oecers and soldiers of his regiment 
who marched with him, a,nd preserving to the French arid Canadian . 

inhabitants of liaskaskia, Vincennes and neighboring villages their 
titles to the lands claimed by tl1em.t I-Iowerer. owing to collditions 
imposed by t,he terms of cession, further legislation intervened. and 
the TTirginia delegates dicl not execute the deed of release until the 
1st of Na,rch? 1784. F e x  Z70rk followed Virginia. ancl ceded her 
&irn on the 1st of March, ITS1 ; then Nassachusett~s, on t,he ISth 
of April. 1785, executed her release, and 011 the 14th of September, 
1786, t,he Collnecticut delegates deliyered a deed of cession from . 

that stat,e: reserving a strip of territorv west of Pennsylvania, and 
bordering on the lakes, since known as the Testern Beserve.: 

Before these disputes were settled it was proposed in congress to 
(liride the territory into states by para,llel lines of latitude and merid- 
ians of 1oilgtitude.s It seems that the States of T'iginia and >!as- 
sachusetts had made their grants with reference to a previous reso- 
lution of congress, lirniting the area of the states. to be formed out 
of the territory named. to a hundred and fifty nliles square. and 
therefore further legislation by these states became necessary. In 
July, 1786, congress passcd another resolution, looking to a division 
of the territoq- into not less than three nor more than$ce states, and 
Massachusetts and Virginia gave their assent to this modification. 
All differences arld conflicts of t,itle being now settled, congress, on 
the 13th clay of Julv, 1787, adopted nnanin~ouslr, "An ordinance for 
the gocernment of the territ,ory of the E ~ i t e d  states northwest of the 
Ohio.?' The act, when considered bit11 respect to the t,imes in whidl 
it was adopted. wa,s a lnost radical document. It made sweeping 
changes in the whole theory of socia,l laws as practiced in Europe, 
and cont,ravened the prerailing opinions of many of our own people, 
emerging, as they then were, from the accnmnlated prejudices of t,he 
old world into the daydawn of a new and esperimental gorernment. 
"For the purpose of eztending the funda.n~ental principles of c i d  

* Old Laws of the IT. S. 
?XI. Hen. Statutes of Virginia, p. 326. 
tQol. 16, Am. S. Papers, p. 94. 
$Old Congressional Journals, vol. 4, pp. 379 and 350: Land Laws, p. 34. The 

respective states were to be named as follows: Washinoton, Illinois, hlichigmia, 
iylvania, Saratoga, Pelisipia, Metropotamia, Polypotamia Qersonisus and bssenlspia. 
The act for such division of the territorv. and naminp of t'he states to be formed out of 
it! was passed unanimously, with the <iception of tLevote of south Carolina, on the 
23d of March, 1784. 
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and religious liberty forever, and to fix and establish those principles 
as a basis of all laws, constitutions and governments which 
thereafter be formed within the territory," the ordinance impressed 
conditions upon every acre of the soil, prohibited certain arbitray 
practices of power, and enjoined beneficial acts to be performed, 
which have resulted in the largest measure of happiness and pros- 
perity. The act was a " compact between the original states and 
the people and states within the territory, to remain unalterable un- 
less changed by common consent." I t  is, therefore, in the nature 
of a bill of rights-a ~7agna  Charta-to every inhabitant of the five 
several states since formed out of the territory to which the ordi- 
nance was applied." The act forever prohibited slavery or involun- 
tary servitude, thus ennobling honest labor, and endowing it with a 
dignity it could not have attained in conlpetition with the unrequited 
toil of human chattels. 

Heretofore the plan of governments was oze of force, in which 
the intelligent few dominated over the ignorant many. The Ameri- 
can Declaration of Independence announced the new theory that 
all men should be free, and that the people should govern them- 
selves. This they could not be, or do unless they possessed an 
enlarged intelligence. a requirement that rendered a systenl for the 
general education of the masses necessary. Happi l~ ,  congress real- 
ized the force of this, and nobly provided the means. Subsequent 
to the cession by Virginia of the northwest territory to the United 
States, and at the time congress passed the act of May 80, 1185, 
relative to the disposition and sale of the public lands northwest of 
the Ohio, one thirty-sixth part of t,he whole of this vast domain was 
reserved and set apart for the maintenance of public schools; and 
so determined was congress that the educational system to be inan- 
gurated in the northwest territory should not be balked by any unwise 
iegislation of the future states to be formed therein, that the great 
plan was carried into the ordinance of 1787,- where it was further 
declared that " religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to 
good government and happiness of mankind, schooh and the means 

*The aet, among other things, fixes the law of descent upon the just and equitable 
terms of equality in the dmsion of real estate among the heirs of the ancestor, thus 
cutting up by the roots the European doctrine of primogeniture; it provides for perfect 
liberty of conscience, and declares that no person demeaning himself in a 
and prderly manner should ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or 
rellmous- senbment; it secures to every one the writ of habeas empus, and the right of 
. trial by jury; lt makes all offenses bailable except capital crimes, and while it pro@d~ 
that all h e s  shall be moderate, it prohibits the infliction of cruel or unusual p m h -  
merits; it declares that no person shall be deprived of his liberty or property but 
the- judgment of hs peers or the lam of the land, and prevents the body politic from 
t a b g  bs property or demanding his services without making full compensation, etc* 
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-d 

1785, is the quarry from whence was procured the corner-stone f l  
laid bB our forefathers deep in the ordinance of 1757, upon which 
the &t,es, since formed out of the old northwest territory, have, 
~h most generous hand? established a system of public schools 
which is a guarantee of our national life and the citadel of our lib- 
erties. 

The provision- the ordinance of 17 87 - contains relative to a 
subdirision of the territory u' is. , "that there shall be formed in said 
territuy no less than three nor more than five states ; the western 
state to be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio and the mabash 
Rivers ; a direct line d r a m  from the Wabash a,nd Post St. Vincent 
due north to the territorial line between the Vnit,ed States and 
Canada, and [west] bv said territorial line to the Lake of the 
Woods and 3fississippi.f The middle state shall be bounded by 
the said direct line, the Wabash from Post St. Vincent to the 
Ohio ; bp the Ohio, and by a direct line drawn due north from 
the mouth of t,he Great Miami to said territorial line.: The 
.eastern stat,e shall be bounded by t,he last-mentioned direct line, 
the Ohio? Pennsylvania and the said territorial line.''$ The act 
provided "that the boundaries of these three states should be 
subject to alteration if congress should find it expedient?'? .yiith 
"authority to form one or two states in that part of the territory 
lying north of an east and west line drawn through the 8outhsrZy . . :' 6end or extreme of Lake Michigan:, ;; The wording of the pro- 
viso, and a want of mea,ns for a correct geographical knowledge 
of the lake region, led to a sharp co~ltrorersy in adjusting the 
boundaries of the two additional states. T h e n  the ordinance was 
passed, the current maps of the day represented the "southern 
bend" of Lake JIichigan as being quit.e far north of its true 
position. While the conrention was in session at C,hillicot,he: in 
1802: a hunter. well acquainted with the count . r~~  told some of the 
members that Lake Nichigan est,ended much farther south than was 
generally supposed. This caused the conrention to alter t,he bound- 
ary prescribed bg- congress, so that the line betrreen the then terri- 

* One section in every township, section 16, being selected on account of its central 
position, and known as the school section, was set apart in the act of May 20, I T S ,  for 
public schools. The proceeds arising from the sales thereof d e d  the schoql fund, is 
a sacred fund, the yearly accruing interest from which is expended in the mantenance 
of " free schools " within the township. 
j This is the embryo of the present state of Illinois. 
f Here is foreshadowed the future state of Indiana. 
5 Out of this last the state of Ohio was formed. 
I It was under this discretionary clause that the states of Michigan and Wisconsin 

were subsequently formed. 
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tory of Michigan and the incipient state of Ohio, should be direct 
from the most northern cape of the Maurnee Bay." 

I n  1818, when Illinois was about to become a state, her delegate 
in congress, Nathanial Pope, procured an amendment of the act for 
its admission, so as to extend its northern boundary to the parallel 
of 42" 30' north latitude.+ By a literal construction of the or&- 
nance of 1787, two tiers of coulities in northern Illinois would have 
been within the limits of Wisconsin. These changes, made through 
a wise forethought, have secured the harbor of Toledo to Ohio, 
Michigan City to Indiana and Chicago to Illinois. 

Soon after the passage of the ordinance, a party of New England- 
ers, under the name of The Ohio Company, bought five millions of 
acres of land lying, along the Ohio, between the 3iluskingum and 
Sciota rivers. Gen. Rufus Putilam, the agent of the colllpany, with 
a colony from Massachusetts, landed at the mouth of the Muskingum 
on the 7th of April, 1788, and proceeded to lay out a town. to which 
the name of Marietta was given.: Another sale wits rnade to John 
C. Simms, embracing a tract of two xnillions of acres, fronting upon 
the Ohio, between the Great and Little Miami rivers. This was 
known as " The Simms Purchase," and its beauty and fertility soon 
attracted immigration. I n  this way the settlerrlents westward of the 
Alleghanies and north of the Ohio were fairly begun. 

Maj.-Gen. Arthur St. Clair was chosen by congress, on the 5th of 
October, 1 7 5 ,  as the first governor of the Northwest Territor~-. 

The subdivisions of h e w  France, when owned by the French, for 
political purposes, seems not to have been clearly defined or well 
understood. Originally, La Salle, under his grant, claimed all of the 
territory between the Mississippi and the mabash,- as appears from 
a letter of his lately published in the rare collections of-P. Margry, 
-and also a strip ten leagues wide, on the west side of the 3Iissis- 
sippi, to the nloutll of the Ohio. H e  gave the name of a Louisiana 
to all the country watered by the Mississippi below the mouth of 
the Ohio," a name, says Father Charlevoix, writing in 1743? which it 
still retains. Shortly after this the line was changed, and, says 
the great geographer, Thomas Pownall, quoting from maps and 

. authorities accessible in 1/56, the time at which he wrote, L L  the line 
which now divides Canada and Louisiana in the Illinois country 
begins from the Wabash at the lrlouth of Vermiliorl Ricer, thence to 
the post called Le Rocher [Starved Rock] on the River Paeorias [the 

* Burnett's Notes on the Northwest Territory, p. 360. 
j- Ford's Ristory of Illinois, p. 19. 
$ Pioneer History, p. 205. 
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~lfi~ois]: and from thence to the peninsula formed at the confluence 
of Rocky [Rock] River and the Missi~sippi ."~ While the EngIish 
owned the ~lortllwest, it was governed from Quebec, through officers- 
or commandants stationed at Detroit, Fort Chart:res and other mili- 
tary posts in the territory. Having thus briefly noted solne of the 
gubdiviaions of the northwest by France and Great Britain for ad- 
ministrat , ive-p~rp~se~, those of our own governnlent will be noticed. 

Br  the. terms of the definite treaty of peace, concluded at Paris 
on the 8d of September, 1783, between the Vnited States and Great 
Britain. the boundary between the possessions of the two powers 
was established along the lakes substalltially as it now remains. 
Among other stipulations, Great Britain was, without delay, to sur- 
render the several military posts mit,liin the acknowledged territory . 

of the United States. She declined to perforlrl t,his part of the 
treaty, and on the 8 th  of December, 1785, the American minister. 
John Adams, addressed a letter to Lord Carmarthen, the English 
seeretar?- of. state, protesting '; that although a period of three years 
had elapsed since the signing of the preliminary treaty, and more - 

than two years since that of the definite treaty, the posts of Niagara, 
Presque Isle, Sandusky, Detroit,, Xicllilimackinack, with others, and 
a considerable t,erritory around each of them, all within the incon- 
testible limits of the United States, are still held by British garrisons. 
to the loss and injury of the Unit,ed States." etc.,+ and demanding 
"that all of His Majesty's armies and garrisons be forthwith with- 
drawn," etc. To which, or1 the %tll of February, 1786, the British 
secreta.rr replied, admitting that while Nr. Adalrls was correct in his 
construction of the seventh article of the treaty. the fourt,h article of 
the same, stipulating "that creditors on either side should meet with 
no lawful impediment to the recovery of all bonaJide debts, hereto- 
fore contracted, had not been fulfilled on the part of the people of 
the United States. ':: 

. . 

The reasons put forward by i,orcl Carnlsrthen were a mere pre- 
text. The true cause for t.he action of Great Britain in retaining 
possession of these military posts mas t,o prolong her enjo~ment  of 
the fur trade and continue her influence over the several Indian 
tribes. With ller it was the old desire to continue "nzns te~  the fur 

*Appendix to The ,4dministration of the Colonies, p. 16. This line, it would 
a pear, placed all of the country north of it and east of the Wabash in the jurisdiction B 0 Canada, and the territory to the south of the line and west of the Wabash within 
the confines of Louisiana. 

t Secret Journals of Congress, vol. 4, p. 186. 
$ Secret Journals of Congress, vol. 4, p. 187. Massachusetts and Virginia, for good 

reasons, refused to comply with the article of the treaty concerning the collection of 
debts. 
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trade. " Her traders, in conjunction with the Canadians and coureu~8 
de 6ois, had, since the submission of the westward Indians to her 
authority, in 1765, extended and perfected the " fur trade" over the 
entire northwest, and were reaping such profits as they never before 
realized, while the supply of goods required by the Indians ab~or%~d 
a vast quantity of British manufactures. 

Unfortunately, the revolutionary war was concluded without Great 
Britain's having made any provisions for her Indian allies, who con- 
tinued their hostilities. No treaties had ever been made between the 
United States and the Wabash tribes, and the latter continlzerl their 
hostilities upon the people of Kentucky, in which the injuries and 
murders seemed to have been r ec ip ro~a l .~  

The government tried peaceable means to put an end to these 
depredations. Failing in this, expeditions were sent out, the &st 
under command uf Gen. Harmar, ~47h0, in the fall of 1790, destroyed 
the villages about Fort W a p e ,  as.noticed on page 173. The next, 
by Gen. Charles Scott, in June, 1191, who burnt several villages 
above and below La Fayette, and carried a number of women and 
children captives to Fort Washington, where they were held as pris- 
oners. A third, under Gen. Wilkinson, who, in the summer of the 
same year, burned the Wea village above Logansport and destroyed 
some Eickapoo villages on the west side of the river, taking away 
with him a number of women and children, as Scott had done hefore 
him. Old scores with long accumulating interest were paid back. 
From Vincennes to Fort Defiance the heart of the Indian country 
had been ravaged. The principal villages along the Wabash and 
Maumee were destroyed. The fields were devastated, and the In- 
dians, suffering for food and shelter, were made trio feel the retribu- 
tive hand of the Americans, whom traders within our borders, and 
other subjects of Great Britain in Canada, had heretofore taught 
them to despise. 

While the expeditions of Scott and Wilkinson were being exe- 
cuted, Gor. St. Clair was organizing a force with which, under 
instructions fkom the war department, he was to proceed to the 
forks of the Maumee and there establish a permanent military post, 
from which forces could be sent as occasion required, to punish such 
tribes as might dare to further molest the border settlements. On 
the way to the Maumee his ariny, consisting of about 1;400 men, 
was, on the 4th of November, 1791, attacked by the confederated 

'American State Papers, vol. 4, p. 13. It was estimated that between the years 
1783 and 1790 no less than fifteen hundred persons were killed and captured in 
state and adjacent territory, and upward of twenty thousand horses and other property, 
estimated a t  $15,000, were taken or destroyed by the Indians: Idem, p. 88. 
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Indians, and almost totally destroyed. The calamity was one of 
the most severe ever sustained by the United States at the hands of 
the Indians until the time of the recent defeat of Custer. The bat- 
tle ,ground is in Mercer county, Ohio, and since known as Fort 
Recovery- 

The government, too feeble m d  greatly embarrassed, financially, 
fioln its struggle with Great Britain, could not speedily retrieve its 
loss. St. Clair resigned his commission in disgrace and Gen. Wayne 
- Mad Anthony, of revolutionary fame -was appointed military 
commander of the northwest in his stead. While the new general 
was recruiting his forces and subjecting them to a discipline that 
rendered their subsequent movements invincible, the government 
&gain tried to bring the Wabash tribes to a treaty of peace. The 
latter, now arrogant beyond measure from their -zictory, declined 
all overtures, and basely murdered Messrs. Hardin, Freeman and 
Trueman, who were sent wit.h messages of peace to them. Gen. 
putnam, the agent of the Ohio company, at Ma,rietta, offered his 
services, and at the hazard of his life undertook to visit the hostile 
tribes and induce them to come to Philadelphia or Fort Washinptcxi 
and enter into negotiations. He was soon satisfied that the Indians 
would neither go to Philadelphia nor Fort Washington. Persisting 
in his efforts, however, several of the Wa,bash tribes agreed to meet 
him at Vincennes. Thither he went: starting from Fort Washington 
on the 96th of August, in company with the Morm-ian missionary, 
John Eeckwelder, and the surviving prisoners - consisting mostly 
of women and little children - captured at the Wea towns by Scott 
and Wilkinson the previous year. The party, numbering in all one 
hundred and forty persons, were put in boats and taken down the 
Ohio and up the Wabash, ascending which they reached Vincennes 
on the afternoon of the 12th. The Indians, already notified of its 
coming, ('were assembled upon the banks of the river, and when 
they saw their friends approaching,'' says Heckwelder, "they dis- 
charged their guns in token of joy, and sang the praises of their 
friends in tunes peculiar to themsehes." The prisoners were 
immediately delivered to their friends with a happy speech by 
Gen. Putnam. From the 13th to the 2.M t.he Indians were daily 
coming in to participate in the treaty. 

Delegates representing the Eel Creek, TVea,, Pottawatomie, Mas- 
coutin, Kickapoo, Piankeshaw, Kaskaskia and Peoria tribes being 
present, a conference was opened in the council house on the morn- 
ing of the 24th. Here Gen. Putnam assured the assembled chiefs 
that the United States desired peace ; that ample time and opportu- 
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nity would be given to them all to talk with the United States about 
that had happened; to settle all old scores and to begin anew. 

An answer was deferred until the next day, when the council was 
again convened, at which the speakers chosen to reply on behalf of 
their respective tribes rose up in succession, and spoke upon strings 
- i. e., giving presents - of wampum. The drift of their speeches 
was that the whites should not take their land, but remain on the east 
and south side of the Ohio, letting that river be the lnut,ual bound- 
dary. Their speeches were not clear, and Gen. Pntnam requested 
a more definite answer, with which they gratified him in t,he after- 
noon. Among other things, the Indian speakers stated " that they 
did not wish to live too near the white people, as there were bad 
persons on both sides : that they wished to trade with us, and con- 
cluded with a request that the French dwelling in the vici~iit? of 
Vincennes might not be deprived of the lands which had been 
given them by the forefathers of the speakers in t.inles past."" 

Definite articles of peace were concluded and signecl on the flth 
of September, 1799, and this was the first treaty ever entered into 
between the United States and the several Wabash tribes. As hkre 
tofore intimated, it was a treaty of peace and friendship only. 

Gen. Putnam, as appears from his receipt, dated May 22: I79.3? to 
the mar department, had taken with him, besides a quantity of goods 
for presents, " the following silver ornaments : twenty medals, thirty 
pairs of arm and wristbands, twelve dozen of brooches, thirty pairs 
of nose jewels, thirty pairs of ear jewels, and. two large white want- 
purn belt8 of peace, with a d v e r  medal suspended to  each, benring lh 
arms of the United States."? 

The chiefs of the several tribes having " signed the articles of 
treaty," says the Journal of Gen. Putnam, " the latter arose and 
delivered. the following speecl~ to them : 

'' Brothers, listen to what I say : We have been for some days 
past industriously engaged in $.good work, namely, in establishing 
apeace, and we have happily succeeded, through the influence of the 
Great Spirit. 

"Brothers, we have wiped off the blood,-we have buried the 
hatchet on both sides ; and all that is past shall be forgotten. (Takes 
up the belts.) 

"Brothers, this is the belt of peace, which I now present you in 
the name of the United States. This beit shall be the evidence of. 
and the pledge for, the performance of the articles of the treaty of 

* Vide Heckwelder's journal in the book before quoted, pp. 116, 117. 
f Putnarn's Manuscript Journal of the Treaty of Vincennes. 
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which we haye concluded between the United States and Tour 
kbes this day. 

-LBr~ t l l e r~ .  whenever you look on this, remember t,hat there is a 

P erpetual peace and friendship between - o n  and us, and that you are 
under the protection of the United States. ' 

;;Brothers. vie both hold this belt in our hands,-here, at  this 
end. the United States hold it? and ~ o u  hold it b r  the other end. 
The rou4 you see: is broad, level and clear. Ire m a y  n o w p m  to 
one &nother ea*sy a n d  .loithout dz&uZty. Brothers, the faster we hold 
this belt the happier we shall be. Our women and children d l  
haye no occasion to be afraid anr  more. Our young me71 will observe 
that 8hei.r uwke men performed a good work. 

i b  Brothers? be all strong in that which is good. Abide all in this . 
ya,tii, young and old. and you will enjor the sweetness of peace/ 
(Delivers the belts.') 

The connection which the relic here illustrated sustains with the 
treaty atat TTincennes will now be shown. We leare the treaty for a 
moillent while we narrate t.he circumstances under which this medal, 
together with the other one illust,rated farther on? was found. For - 

the purposes of description. t.he first rnav be designated as the 
"Washington medal," although it is an engraving. and the latter as 
the ;L British meda.1." The fvrrner is believed to be none other than 
the silr er medal 8' suspended to the whih wa.m.um helt of peace ? '  pre- 
sented b -  Gen. Putnam, and referred to in his speech. 

The two medals: the illustrations of which are the exact size of 
the originals. and fine representations of the sides of the medals 
the;r displar. were found in April: 1S55, at the old. so-called. Kicka- 
poo Indian burring-ground. near the mouth of the Middle Fork of 
the Vermilio~l Eirei-. four miles west of Danville, Illinois, in a grare 
which had become exposed bv the giving war of the high bluff: on 
the brink of which this graye: with man?- others. is situated." 

'The old burial-place bears the appearance of having been used by the Indians 
for many years prior to the time of the cession of the territory dong the Vermilion 
by the Pottawatomies and Kickapoos. I t  is a level plateau of several acres, a t  an 
elevation that commands a h e  vier  of both streams, o~erlooking the bluffs beyond, 
and taking in a wide scope of the prairies. before the timber and undergrowth had 
intercepted the new. The plateau is terminated at the westward b~ a precipitous bluff, 
the foot of which, nearly a hundred feet below. is washed by the Uiddle Fork. Of late 
gears the stream has encroached upon the bluff a t  the water-line. causing the earth to 
slide down from above. Two young men, John Ecard and Himn Chester, then liring 
upon the farm of Samuel Cheater. near by. were passing along the water's edge, in the 
month of April, 1855, and found a skull and some other parts of a human skeleton that 
had fallen o ~ t  of a grave above and rolled down the bill. The skull was wen preserved, 
and had cling-ins to it the remains of a rotted band, filled with plain brooches, about a 
half an inch m diameter. made of silver, which. owing to their delicate structure and 
the length of time they had been buried, crumbled to pieces on exposure to the air. 
The young men? following an accessible path that led up the hill, proceeded to the 
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I The Washington medal consists of a thin plate of silver let into 
a rim of the same metal. I t  was made and engraved by hand. On 

the side not illustrated is engraved " the coat qf .farms of the United 
States - the American eagle, with wings outspread: the shield upon 

ave out of which the remains had fallen, and found a part of-the grave still intact. 
L d  took a sbck, and dlggmg around in that portion of the grave that yet remained 

uicgly unearthed both of the medals, which were highly discolored. He sold the* 
Zamuel Chester, and the latter d~sposed of them to the present owner, Josephos Co11eh 
of Terre Haute, to whom the writer is indebted for permission to illustrate them. q e  
writer has the affidavle of Samuel Chester as to the time, place and manner of @ 
finding. Mr. Chester was informed of the facts within a few moments after b- 
covery, and immehately went over to the spot in company with the young men, of 
whom he then and there received the particulars substantially as given. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



DESCRIPTION OF THE MEDAL. 

its breast ; a bundle of aWOW8 in one ,foot and an olive h m c h  in the 
other; and the stars, representing the several states, about the head 
of the bird, from which lines radiate, representing the sun's rays. 
The 'eye,' by which the medal is suspended, shows no signs of 
having been used; the delicate tracings of the engraver appear as 

as ,when first made. These facts would seem to preclude 
the idea that it was worn about the person as an ornament. 

Among the manuscript papers of Gen. Putnam relating to the 
treaty of Vincennes is a speech, in his own handwriting, in which 
he particularly describes one side of this medal? 

We quote extracts from Gen. Putnam7s speech : 
ii Brothers, the engravings on this medal distinguish the United 

States from all other nations ; it is called their arms, and no other 
nation has the like. The principal figure is a broad eagle. This 
bird is a native of this island, and is to be found in no other pa,rt of 
the world ; and both you and the Americans being also born on this 
island, and having grown up together with the eagle, they have 
placed him in their arms, and have engraved him on this medal, by 
which the great chief, Gen. Washington, and all the people of the 
United States hold thi8 belt fast. The wings of the eagle are ex- 
tended to give protection to all our friends, and to assure you of our 
protection so long as you hold fast this belt. In his right foot the 
eagle holds the branch of a tree, which with us is an emblem of 
peace, and it means that we lore peace, and wish to live in peace 
with all our neighbors, and is to assure you that while you hold this 
belt fast you shall always be in peace and securit.j-, whet.her you are 
pursuing the chase, or reposing yourselves under the shadow of the 
bough. In the left foot of this bird is placed a bundle of arrows ; 
by this is meant that the United .States have the means of war: and 
that when peace cannot be obtained or maintained with their neigh- 
bors on just terms, and that if, notwithstanding all their endeavors 
for peace. war is inade upon them, they are prepared for it. "t 

* ':" Whether this explanation, or the substance of it, was delivered at Vincennes, 
we cannot say. It does not appear in the journal of the proceedings." Letter of 
Dr. Andrews, custodian of the Putnam papers at Marietta College, Ohio, to the writer. 
However, while the journal may be silent on this point, it was doubtless delivered, as 
appears from the remarks of an Indian chief two years later, at Greenkale, noticed 
farther on. 

j It will be borne in mind that prior to this treaty the tribes represented at Vin- 
m e s  had never held official or diplomatic relations with the Onited States, and it 
was highly proper that our coat of arms, and the signification of its several parts, 
should be explained to them. The bill of account of Gen. Putnam against the United 
Stabs shows that at this treaty he delivered one of the peace belts, sir of the medals, 
and a quantity of other jewelry itemized in the account, and that he retained the other 
Peace belt, medals, etc., in his custody. Extract from the Putnam papers, supplied to 
the writer by Dr. Andrews. 
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The obverse side of the medal, illustrated, required no explan% . 1 
tion from Gen. Putnam; it interpreted its own story to the Indian i 
clearer than any words could do. The Indian has thrown his toma ' 
hawk, the emblem of war, at the foot of the tree, under whose roots 
it was to be typically buried. The extendet pipe is the universal 
token of peace, which Washington, representing the United States, 
with outstretched, hands was about to receive and smoke, as the 
Indian had already done. These friendly acts assnred protection to 
the pioneer plowman and his cabin in the background. 311 this is 
plain to the merest novice in picture reading. 

Turning to the minutes of the great treaty held at Greenville, 
1795, we take the following extracts from two speeches of xeeg or 
the Sun, a prominent Pottawatomie chief, who took an active part 
in both of the treaties at Vincennes and Greenville. 

" Elder Brother : <+ If my old chiefs were living, I sllould not pre- 

sume to speak in this assembly ; but as they are dead, I now address 
you in the name of the ~ottawatomies, a,s Massas has spoken in the 
name of the three fires, of which we are one.? I have t,c express 
my concurrence in sentiment with him. I$ i s  two years since 1 
assisted at the treaty of  Vincenms. My voice there represented 
the three fires. I then said it will take three years to accomplish 
a general peace." 

In  another speech (made in order of time before the one quoted), 
Eesis says : " Brother,. the Master of Life had pity on me when he 
permitted me to come and take you $ first by the hand. With the 
same hand and heart I $hen possessed I now salute you. When I 
gave you my hand you said I thank you, and am glad to take your 
hand, Pottawatomie ; and you thanked the other Indians, also, and 
told them you had opened a road for them to come and see you."$ 

* Refelzing to Gen. Wayne. 
tMassass was a Chippewa, and the expression, of the three fires being one, is . 

intended by Eesis to refer to the fact that the Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawato- 
mies were one nation. 

f Neaning the United States. 
5 " Opening a road " has the peculiar signification that the parties who have given. 

and received a " road belt " are a t  liberty to go to and fi-om, and visit each other 
freely, as friends, without danger of molestation. I t  seems that Kesis was the tush- 
dian of several of these belts or records, for at Greenville he displayed a road belt 
which he said he had received from the United States, to which the eagle was sus- 
pended holding an olive branch which, be said, had been explained as " a leaf of that 
great tree under whose shade we and all our posperity should repose in prosperity and 
hap iness." He also displayed a war belt which, he said, "was presented to us by 
the british, and has involved us for four years past in misery and misfortune." This 
war belt he gave to Gen. Wayne, saying: " You may burn it if you please, or trans- 
form i t  into a necklace for some handsome squaw, and thus change its original d e s l ~  
and appearance, and prevent forever its future recognition. It has caused us much 
misery, and I am happy in parting with it. " Kesis, as stated in another speech made 
by him at  the same treaty, and quoted in foot-note on page 14'7, said his village was a 
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ENGLISH MEDAL. 

The British medal was struck with-a die. It is of pure silver, or 
silver containing very little alloy, nearly a quarter of an inch thick, 
and weighing nearly four ounces, troy weight. On the reverse side 
(not illustrated;) is the coat-of-arms of Great Britain. The hole 
through which the string was passed, unlike the Washington medal, 
is badly Torn. while the finer lines of the bust of the British king are 
also worn away: s h o e n g  that that side of the medal had been worn 
p i n s t  the breast or clothing of its owner. All the delicate lines 
on the coat-of-arms side are as perfect as when the medal was struck. 

It is without date. A correspondence with the custodian of medals 
in the British ?u'uaeum i n  London. England, has resulted in disclos- 
ing that a duplicate is among the collections of that institution, and 
that the die with which they were struck was made either in the 
year 1786 or 1597. and that many like them had been presented to 
the Indians. * 
day's walk below Oniatanon, referrins as is believed, to the mised Kiekapoo and Pot- 
hwatomie Fillage at the mouth of the Vermilion Ri~er .  Now, the same ople ocm- P pied a village d e d  the Old Kiekapoo Town, within a short distance of t e old bury- 
ing ground we hare described, and this last was not abandoned as a permanent d a g e  

the year 1819, as the writer is informed by early settlers who were co,anizmt of 
the h t .  It is psobable that Kesk was buried there, and the medals with him, where 
they were afterwad found in the marmer n m t e d .  

'This circumsta,nce makes the medal illustrated another witness of the &t h t  
sobsequent to the hea& of peace in I783 British subjects continued distributing 
b IS 
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Resuming the notice of the treaty at Vincennes, peace being now 
proclaimed, Gen. Putnaln informed the Indians that he should have 
a piece of artillery fired on the occasion ; that he would fire the first 
mn, and that each of those chiefs who had receiced belts should b 

follow the example. 
After the conclusion of this ceremony, all of the Indians -we 

here quote from Heckwelder's journal, which states that eight can- 
non were fired, the first bg Gen. Putnam himself, the rest by the 
chiefs who had received the belts -" all the Indians performed a 
dance in the council house, to express their rejoicings the peace. 
Each nation was painted in a different style, and all took the utmost 
pains to make themselves appear as fierce and terrific as possible. 
They commenced by proceeding, with drums and singing, through 
all the streets of the town; they then adjourned to the council 
house, where they sung and related their warlike deeds. The figures 
and grimaces which they made during this dance, the disfigured and 
ferocious countenances, the instruments of war they whirled about, 
with whicli they dealt blows upon the posts and benches, the rattling 
sf deer's claws about their legs, the green garlands about their necks 
.and waists, and their naked bodies, presented a scene which I a m  
-unable to describe. 911, however, passed off in an orderly manner! 
.at least in their way.'? 

The distribution of presents began on the 3d of September, and 
.continued several days, and on the 5th of October Father Heck- 
welder, with sixteen of the chiefs and one Indian woman, in charge 
of Lieut. Prior, two pilots and two soldiers, started overland on 
pack-horses for Philadelphia, by way of the falls at Louisville. At 
the latter place they continued the voyage in three canoes, passing 
up the Ohio by Fort Washington, Gallipolis,' Marietta, Wheeling 
and Pittsburgh, at all of which places they were received with pub 
lic demonstrations. From Pittsburgh they went, by way of Bethle 
hem, to Philadelphia. The treaty c6ncluded by Gen. Putnam was 
laid before the United States Senate in February, 1.793, where it lin- 
gered until J anua r~ ,  1194, the senate refusing to ratify it became the 
fourth article recognized the right of the Indians " to t.heirl.and~, as 
being theirs and theirs only."+ 

L'hdost of the principal chiefs of the Wabash Indians," says the 

medals bearing the coat-of:arms and bust of their king among the fndians within 
ceded territory, thus keeprng up the old relation of the latter as childre,& of thex 
" British father. " 

* Life of Heckwelder. by Rondthder, p. 117. 
f Gen. Putnam had only carried out his orders, and the objectionable clause wit.; 

almost literally in the words of his instructions from the Secretary of War. * 
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gecret.arr of War to the President, in a letter of the Bd of January, 
1794, k i  who visited Philadelphia, having died of t,he smallpox, it 
would ha,ve been improper t,o attempt with the remainder any ex- 
*lanat,ion of the fourth article of the  treat.^,': and therefore the sen- 
ate refused, by a rotme of twenty-one to four, t.o give it effect. While 
the senate was engaged in deliberating orer that, which at  best 

'oht be called a technicality when compared with the benefit that 
have resulted from a ratification of t,he  treat^ of Vincennes, 

the Indians ae re  increasing in their feelings - of hostility, and gather- 
ing in numbers: and concentrating their forces against the gorern- 
merit. Still the latter renewed its efforts to secure a peace. In 
Illarch, 1793, the President appointed Nessrs. Randolph, of Vir- 
einia, Lincoln, of 3Iassachusetts, and Piekering. of Penns-lvania, 

treat with the northwestern tribes. who proceeded to  the Siagara 
Eirer. intending to go from there to Sanduskl-. On their wag- they 
met Eed Jacket and some other chiefs of the Seneca nation, who 
adrised them that the western Indians, to rrhom the President had 
sent a speech. i n~ i t i ng  them to a treaty, would not attend because 
the British had not been inrited to be present, *'and that it was 
necessary  the^ should attend. because the? originally called the 
Indians to war against the United States." Lieutenant-Gorernor 
Simcoe. Lbcommanding the king's forces in Upper Canada, antici- 
pating the coming of the commissioners. had in April **come from 
Eiagara through the woods to Detroit, and had gone from thence to 
the foot of the Rapids, and three companies of Col. England's 
regiment had follorred him. to n.se9i:st :sti.n building a fort there."t 

~ i m c o e  Haring thus invaded the territory of the TJnited States, GOT. q' 
now intimated that he would be pleased to assist in attempting a 
reconciliation between the L-nited States and the Indians. The com- 
missioners. unhappil-. were not in a position to decline his friendly 
aid. and according17 the prelilninarr courtesies between the Gov- 
ernor of Canada and the commissioners rrere opened at -\cay- Hall, 
the house of the former, opposite Fort Siagara. on the 17th of Nar .  
Here the latter were detained bc d e l a ~ s  they could not foresee or  
pre-rent. In the meantime large delegations of the sereral westward 
tribes alreadr named. together r i t h  rep;.esent,atires of the Fire 
Nations and ~ h e r o k e e s .  ;ere assembled-in a grand council about 
GOT. Simcoe:~ rising fort at the Rapids of the Namnee, and were 
engaged in settling their minor differences. and agreeing upon a 
united plan of action preliminar~ to. and to be insisted upon, at the 

* A. S. Papers on Indian Mairs. p. 34% . i Letter from Detroit, dated April 17,1794, idem p. 450. 
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treaty proposed to be held with the United States commissioners at 
Sandusky. Several messages, as a basis of* peace, passed between 
the two parties, the views of each being widely apart. In August 

athe commissioners went up the lake to the mouth of the ~ e i - o i ~  . 

River, so that leks time would be consumed by, the bearers of dis- 
patches between themselves and the Indian council at the Rapids, 
The Indians would n o t  recede from their sine qua .no?., which was 

' - no less than the Ohio River as the boundary between themselves 
and the United States. This could not be conceded, for the reason 
that by the treaties of Fort McIntosh and Fort Harmar the govern- 
ment had acquired a large tract on the north and west side of that 
stream, portions of which had been purchased by citizens of the 
United States, who were then actually living upon the same. The 
commissioners agreed to purchase the lands over again fronl any 
tribes having claii~ls to any part thereof who had not been present or 
represented at the treaties by which the United States had acquired 
its title. B?*oothers, replied the Indians, money to us is of i ~ o  value, 
a ~ d  to most of us unknown, and as no consideration whatever can 
induce us to sell the lands on which we get sustenance for our women 
and children, we hope we may be allowed to point out a Inode by 
which your settlers may be recompensed and peace thereby obtained. 
We know these settlers are poor, or they never would have ventured 
to live in a country which has been in continual trouble ever since 
they crossed the Ohio. Divide, therefore, this large sum of money 
which you have offered to us among these people; give to each, 
also, a portion of what you said you would give to us annually over 

. and above this very large sum of money, and we are persuaded they 
would most readily accept of it in lieu of the lands you sold them. 
If  you add the great sums you must expend in raising payng 
armies, with a view to f m e  us to yield our co:ougz&ry, you will cer- 
tainly have more than sufficient for the purpose of repaying t,hese 
settlers for all their labor and improvements. You have talked to 
us about concessions. It appears strange that you should espect any 
&om us, who have only been defending our just rights %gainst your 
invasions. We want peace; restore us our country, and we will be 
enemies no longer. . . . We shall be persuaded that you mean to  
do us justice if you agree that the Ohio shall remain the boundary 
line between us. If you will not consent thereto, our meeting will 
be altogether unnecessary. "" 

* Extracts from the joint answer of the Pottawatomies, Chippe.wags, Ottawas 
Miamis, Shawnees, Delawares, Wyandots, Muncies, the Seven Nations of Canada, the 
Senecas of the Au G l u e ,  Mohegans and other tribes, dated a t  Miami Rapids, August 
13,1793. a 
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The comrnissioners could make no such concessions7 as must have 
been foreseen by the Indians and their eviladcisers. 

Gen. Wayne moved his forces from Fort Greenrille. where he. 
brad wintered. and on the - day of August. 1794, obtained a deci- 
sive victory over the Indians, almost under the guns of the Brit;.& 
fort. After destro-ing villages and fields the whole length of the 
Maumee and the Au Glaize. his army returned to Greenville, where 
he passed a second winter. In  t,he following sumrner delegates from 
the sereral tribes met him, a,nd after a confererlce extenhing over 
five months, a t,reatv was signed, leaving the Indians with the dimen- 
sions of their territ.ories ~ ~ a s t l y  curtailed, and thenlsel~ek for the first 
time recognized as the children of a new father.-" The Fifteen 
Fires." a,s t,hey called the 'C'nited States. 

Gen. Wayne's success. and the happ- rlegotiations of Chief- 
Justice Jay, terminated t.he differences. for t,he present at least, \ 

between our government on the one side and the Indians a,nd Great 
Brit,ain on t,he other. The sereral military posts held b\- tthe English 
within our territory, including Fort Miami, erected by GOT. Simcoe, 
were surrendered early in 1,796: Gen. Wayne, authorized by the 
president so to do, receiving possession of them on behalf of the 
United States. H e  at once arranged to hare Detroit and the other 
works provisioned a,nd garrisoned, and late in the 'season embarked 
b j  way of the lake for E,rie. On the war he was attacked with gout 
of the stomach. of which he died before the ressel reached the port. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY DIVIDED -WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 
APPOINTED GOVERNOR OF THE INDIANA TERRITORY-ITS SUB- 
DIVISION INTO COUNTIES-BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF GOVERNOR 
HARRISON - TECUMSEH AND HIS BROTHER THE YROPHET'S CON- 
FEDERACY-ORGANIZATION OF ILLINOIS TERRITORY-INDIAN YOS- 
TILITIES T H E  ADVANCE OF POPULATION - CONCL USIO??. 

PEACE being secured, emigration poured into Ohio so rapidly, 
extending itself westward to the Great Miami, that at the beginning 
of the year IS00 the population was nearly suEcient to entitle the 
territory to be advanced t,o the second grade of government." Ac- 
cordingly, on the 7th of May of tlmt year, congress passed an act 
for a division of the territory, to take effect on the 4th day of the 
following July. 

By this act all that part of the Kortllwest Territory lying "to the 
westward of a line beginning at the Ohio, opposite the mouth of 
Kentucky Rirer, and running from thence to Fort Recovery, and 
thence nbrth until i t  shall intkrsect the territorial line between the 
United States and Canada, shall, for the purposes of temporary gov- 
ernment, constitute a separate territory, to be called the Indiana 
Territo~y. " 

The territory eastward of this line retained the old name of the 
( (  Territory of the United States northwest of the Ohio River," and 
by the terms of the act Chillicothe was made the seat of government 
of the latter, and Vincennes of the former, territory.? Gen. Wm. 
H. Harrison, then delegate in congress for the old Northwest Terri- 
tory, was appointed governor, and John Gibson, secretary, of the 
new Indiana Territory. The governor reached Vincennes early in 
the year 1801, having been preceded thither by the secretary the 

'Under the Ordinance of -1787 there were two grades of territorial government. 
The first was composed of the judges and governor; the second grade began when the 
inhabitants numbered sixty thousand, and consisted of a territorial legislature, corn- 
pmmg a house of representatives, elected by the people, and a council, appointed by 
the president and senate of the United States. 

t Old Land Laws, p. 451. The name p e n  to the western subdivision could not 
have been more appropriate, as it containe within its boundaries the most numerous 
and by far the most populous Indian tribes east of the Mississippi. The name h d d ,  
however, was not o n p a l ,  having been formerly applied to a tract of country on the 
s o u t h e ~ t  of the Oho, about the Great Kanawha, granted to Col. George Morgan, 
Indian trader and agent, prior to the beginning of the revolutionary war. 

278 
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July. GOV. Harrison called the judges of the territory 
together at Vincennes for the purpose of passing the necessary laws 
and setting the machinery of government in motion. On the 3d of 
February the governor issued proclamations altering the boundaries 
of Knos, Randolph and St. Clair counties, preciouslj formed, and 
creating the new county of Clark. By the terms of the first procla- 
mation the county of Knos was extended some thirty niiles into Illi- 
nois, of Vincennes, and estending from thence north b -  a little 
east to the mouth of the Calumet Ricer, d line was extended from 
the wesraard boundary of Knox through the " Sink-Hole Spring7'- 
a prominent landmark on the west side of the state, nearl- on the 
present boundary line between the counties of Randolph and St. 
Clair- to the Mississippi. The territory south of this line was called 
&ndolpll county, Kaskaskia being the count- seat. A11 of Illinois 
west of Knos. the whole of Wisconsin, and all that part of 3Iichigan 
l~-ing e nurth of a line drawn nortlleast from the inonth of the Calumet 
Eiver and west of the dividing line between Ohio and Indiana, ex- 
telded north through the Straits of Yackinam-, the boundary between 
the cnited States and Canada. was formed into the county of St. 
Clair, the count? seat of which was established at Cahokia. The 
count!- of Knos began at the ';ca?;e in the rock," on the Ohio: thirty 
miles beloa the mouth of the Wabash, thence up the Ohio to the 
mouth of Blue Plirer. and up this stream to the crossing of the 
old road from Vincerllles to Louis-ille : from thence to the nearest 
point on White River. and up the same to the branch thereof which 
runs toward Fort Recovery, and fiom the head-springs of said branch 
to Fort Recovery ; thence along the line separating Ohio from Indi- 
ana until its intersection with the line drawn northeast from the 
mouth of the Calumet River, and thence southward along the eastern 
boundary of St. Clair and Eandolph counties to the Ohio Rirer at 
the cave in the rock. The new county of Clark was a gore? its base 
being on the Ohio, between the mouths of the Big Blue and Ken- 
tucky ril-ers? bounded on the west by Knos count?, and on the 
east bl- the Indian line of cession. running from the mouth of the 
Kentuck- river north by east to Fort Recorerj. Springfield, near 
the Ohio E i ~ e r .  was made the county seat of Clark. while Vincennes 
remained the countv seat of Knox, as before. 

On the 29th of Norember, 1802: the eastern division of the 
northwest territorc became a state, and was admitted into the 
Union, bearing the name of Ohio. While Ohio had remained as 
the northwest territory, the peninsula of Michigan was attached to 
it for judicial purposes. The greater portion of the peninsula had 
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been organized into a county and given the name of Wayne, in 
1796, by Gov. St. Clair, who was present with Gen. Wayne, at 
Detroit, when that post was surrendered to the Fnited States by 

. u 

the English . commander. By the act of congress providing for the 
admission of Ohio as a state, Michigan was taken from Ohio and 

3 attached to the Indiana territory. The people of Ohio resented 
what they considered as an illegal interference by congress, in thus 

+ + disposing of territory which, under the ordinance of 1 r8r, wodd 
have remained as a part of and tributary to Ohio, until such time 
as it was formed into a state? 

Gov. Harrison, on the 24th of January, 1803, issued a proclama- 
tion establishing the county of Wayne, the boundaries of which 
embraced the whole of the lower peninsula, except a strip running 
the length of Lake Michigan west of Branch county, and a small 
portion of Indiana and Ohio lving north of a line drawn due east 
from the southern ext~ernit~y of t.he lake.+ 

On the 11th of Jannary, 1805, congress established Michigan as ' 

a separate territory, and Gen. William Hull was appointed as its 
. governor, Detroit being designated the capital. $ 

Gov. Harrison brought wit11 him the prestige of an established 
reputation as a military officer and a statesman. As ensign he 
served with Gov. St. Clair, and as aide-de-camp of Gen. Wape, 
he bore a distinguished part in the successful campaigns of the lab 
ter against the northwest Indians. He was secretary of the north- 
west territory and a delegate in congress from the eastern division. 
On the formation of the Indiana territory he was not only made its 
governor, but  commissioned as superintendent of Indian affairs in 
the northwest, which he administered with a skill and success never 
equaled by any other person through whom our government has 
had dealings 'with the Indians. D.uring the long period he had 

* By a literal construction of the ordinance of 1787, all that part of Michigan l e g  
east from a line drn,wn from the mouth of the Miami north to the middle of the Strwb 
of Mackinaw would have belonged to Ohio, while the territory lying west of this line 
wouid have remained as a part of Indiana until it was formed into a state. 

t The proclamation defines the boundaries as follows: "Beginning at a pobt 
where an east and west line passing through the southerly extreme of Lake Michip 
would intersect a north and south line passing through the most easterly bend of sad 
lake; thence north along the last mentioned line to the boundary of the United S b p ;  
thence along the said boundary line to a point where a due east and west line passlug 
through the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan would intersect the same; then* 
west to the place of beginning, and which said county shall be designated and known 
as the county of Wayne, and that the inhabitants of said county shdl have and eWY 
[from the date hereof] all the rights, privileges and immunities whatsoever which to a 
county and the lohabitants thereof in any wise appertains." Detroit remained as the 
seat of government, and the officers who held commissions in the old county of WWe 
were continued m office. Vide Executive Records of the Indiana territory. 

$ The name Xichigan is derived from the two Chippewa Mitchazu (great) S Z ~  SG- 
gun (lake). r ide  Blois' Gazetteer of Michigan, p. 117, 
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charge of the Indian affairs, he extinguished the title of the Indians 
to a greater part of the territory within the limits of Indiana and 
minois, and in all his dealings with this unfortunate race his con- 
duct was marked with a unifbrm kindness and fair dealing that won 
for him the most implicit confidence and esteem of the Indians 
themselves and the applause of the government. His private and 

official correspondence abun- 

=..;, 

GEN. HARKISOX. 

A 

dantly illustrate the tender re- 
gard he had for the Indians, 
and the care with which he al- 
ways sought to protect their 
rights against the designs of 
the unscrupulous? while at the 
same time he was equally so- 
l i c i t ~ ~ ~ &  to shield the white peo- 
ple against all aggressions from 
the red. I t  is said that GOT. 
Harrison was personally ac- 
quainted with almost every 
prominent chief of the many 
tribes within his jurisdiction, 
and by his address, tact and well- 
known integrity, he attra.cted to 
his person niany of the leading 

savages in bonds of closest friendship. These prblinent traits en- 
abled him to exert an influence over the Indians that few other men 
could hare commanded, and by the exercise of which he often restrained 
the lawlessness of the savage and protected the pioneer's cabin. 

Beginning with the time of his appointment as governor, a,nd 
ending with the close of the war of 1S19, his vigilance and skill 
during all the time of that memorable struggle shielded the ex- 
tended lines of the western frontier from incursions of the savages. 
The early settlers of western Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Michigan 
might well have hailed him as the "father of the west.?' 

His fame as a soldier and commander is a part of the military his- 
tory of the country. He was born in Charles Citr count.:-, TTirginia, 
February 9, 1773, and died apr i l  4, 1841, at Washington. of an ill- 
ness supposed to have been induced in consequence of the fatigue 
and excitement incident to his inauguration a.s the ninth president 
of the united States. " 

* The vignette of Gov. Harrison was supplied by H q c r  Bros., copfight ~wners 
of hmng's Field-Book of the W z  9f 1812, from whch it is taken. 
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Early in 1806 Gov. Harrison was advised that a Shawnee Indian 
had set himself up as a prophet. This man avowed that he had been 
deputed by the Great Spirit to reform the manners of the red people ; 
to revive all their old customs which had been laid aside since their 
intercourse with the white people ; that all t.he manners iu dress axld . 
other innovations borrowed by the Indians from the whites were to 
be abolished, and that when these reforms were effected the comfort 
and happiness enjoyed by their forefathers would be 'estored, on 
condition of their obedience to the will and orders of the Prophet. 
The latter pretended to fore- 
tell future events, declared 
that he was invulnerable to 
the arms or shot of his enemy, 
and he promised the same 
insiolabi1it.j- to those of his 
followers who would devote 
themselves entirely to his ser- 
vice, and assist him in the 
cause which he had espoused." 
This new light dawned upon 
the Indians at Greenville, 
Ohio, in the person of Lol- 
a-waw-chic-ka, " or the Loud 
Tooice, brother of Tecumseh. ?- 
Th Prqhet, the name by 
which he was generally desig- 
nated, soon gathered about 
him a large number of follow- 
ers, composed of a few Shaw- 

" THE PROPHET." 

- 
nee warriors of his own tribe and rlumerous persons from other 
tribes, many of whom had fled for their crimes.: 

For some time the Prophet's influence in his own neighborhood 
was trifling; his fame, however, spread among the more distant 

* Memoirs of Gen. Harrison, p. 81. 
f Judges Hall and SlcKenney, in their History of the Indian Tribes of North 

America, vol. I, p. 47, following Benjamin Drake's Manuscript of the Life of Tecumseh 
and the Prophet, before its publication by the author, give the name as Tens-kwau-ta- 
waw, meaning the Open Door. Drake's Life of Tecumseh, p. 88. The name of the 
prophet and its signification, as given in the text, is taken from a speech sent by the 
prophet to Gen. Harrison, in August, 1808, found in full in the Memoirs of General 
Hamison, p. 108, and being the name, with its meaning, as givenby none other than 
the prophet himself, may be regarded as the more correct. 

$The h e  illustration of the prophet here given was first used in Lossin s Picto- 

fnrnished the cut for insertion in this work. 
%' rial Field Book of the War of 1812, p. 189, published by Harper Brothers, w o kindly 
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tribes, and miracles without number were attributed to him. He 
gathered about him a horde of deluded savages, whose numbers 
were swollen daily by accessions of the disaffected from the various 
tribes, the Winnebagoes, and particularly the Kickapoos, furnishing 

, large numbers of enthusiastic proselytes. So great was t,he infatua- 
tion of his foliowers that while listening to his teachings they wholly 
neglected to provide for their own subsistence, and as reports pre- 
vailed abroad tha,t they were supplied with every luxury through 
the supernatural power of the Prophet, they were actually starving.% 
The principal Delaware chiefs being opposed to the schemes of the 
Prophet, the latter, to get rid of them, brought charges of witchcraft 
against three of the old Delaware chiefs, and caused them to be 
burned at the stake. 

I n  the spring of lSOS the Prophet and his adherents nloved from 
Greenrille and took up their abode on the JITabash, near the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe, on a tract of land claimecl to hare been granted 
them by the Pct tz~atomies and Kickapoos.+ without the consent of 
the Miamis, who were the rightful owners. 

The Prophet was merely a screen: behind which his brother, 
Tecuii~seh. a man of lnnch more *ability, was perfecting a confedera- 
tion of all the tfribes in a grmd scheme of hostility against. the people 
of tlie United States, and involving no less tlian a bold attempt to 
clieck the westward advance of white emigration and the recovery of 
all previously-ceded lands north and westward of the Ohio. In  this 
movement was but too plainly risible the hands of English traders 
and t.he baneful influence emanating from Quebec, Montreal, Sand- 
wich and Maiden.: After the surre~der  of the several military posts 
by tlle'Erit,ish authorities? medals bearing the head of the English 
king on the obverse, and the British coat-of-arms on the reverse, 
continued persistently to be distributed among t,he principal Indian 
chiefs, the same as they had been bestowed before, and the Indians 
were still taught, in t,his most pernicious and effectual manner, to 
regard the English sovereign as their father.$ 

To preserre harmonr, as far as practicable, in a chronological 
order of treating events, Tecumseh's movements will be dropped, 
to note the fact of a subdivision of the Indiana t,erritory. On the 3d 
of Febrnary, 1809, congress passed an ",let," whereby "all that 
part of the Indiana territory which lies west of the Wabash R i ~ e r ,  

* Memoirs of General Harrison, p. 81. + McAffee, p. 11. DrakB's Tecumseh, p. 105. 
$ Situated a few miles below Detroit, on the Canadian side of the river. 
$ Samuel K. Brown's History of the Second War for Independence. 
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and a line drawn fkom that river and Post Vincennes due north to 
the territorial line 'between the' United States and Canada, should, 
for the purposes of a territorial government, constitute a separate 
territory, and be called Illinois. ' ' <+ Ninnian Edwards, then chief 
justice of Kentucky, was appointed governor, and Nathaniel Pope, 
an eminent member of the Kasliaskia bar, secretary of tlie Illinois 
Territory, which was thus start'ed on the way of the first grade of its 
existence. Kasliaskia, with the romance of a centur~? and the mists 

. of more remote tradition clinging about its venerable precincts, was 
selected as the seat of government. 

Tecumseh had an able assistant in the person of Blue Jacket., the 
great Shawnee warrior. The two held similar views, the leading 
principles of which were to combine all the tribes to prevent the 
sale of land by a single tribe, to join the British in the event of war, 
with the hope of recovering the lands previously ceded. They held 
that in the treaty of Greenville the United States had admitted the 
right to the lands to be jointly in all the tribes, and, therefore, had 
no right to purchase territory of a single tribe without the consent 
of all the others.+ 

" The various tribes in the habit of visiting Detroit and Sandwich 
were annually subsidized by the British. Where the Anlerican 
agent at Detroit gave one dollar b y  way of an annuity, the British 
agent on the other side of the river would give the Indians ten. 
This course of iniquity had the intended effect; the Indians were 
impressed .with a great aversion for the Americans, and desired to 
recover the lands ceded at Greenrille, and for which thep were 
yearly receiving the stipulated annuity. They wished again to try 
their strength with the Big Xn2j%? iworder to wipe away the dis- 
grace of their defeat by Gen. Wapne. They were still promised aid 
by the British in the advent of a war between the latt,er and the 
United States. ' '$ 

The teachings of the Prophet and the schemes of Tecumseh could 
have only one result. Gen. Harrison saw the storm that was too 
surely approaching, and exerted himself, with great address, to pro- 
tect the inhabitants colnmitted to his care, scattered, as thep were, 
at great distances over an extensive territory. By an admirable sys- 
tem he had spies, in thGguise of traders, and Indians, whom he had 
by his winning manners drawn about him, in the villages of all of 
the disaffected tribes, by means of whom he was kept fully informed 

*Second U. S. Statutes a t  Large, p. 114. 
j-McAfee's History of the Late War, p. 9. 
$ McAfee, p. 9. 
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of the purposes of Teculnseh and his brother, the Prophet. While 
Tecumseh was traveling, visiting the various tribes in the northwest, 
and perfecting his schemes, the governor was preparing for what he 
knew would surely come - war. 

The Prophet, becoming bolder every day, at last, in the month 
of April, 1809, required his followers "to take up the hatchet 
against the white people, to destroy the  inhabitant.^ of Vincennes 
and those on the Ohio, who lived as low down as its mouth and as 
high up as Cincinnati, telling the= that the Great Spirit had ordered 
them to do this, and that their refusal would result in their own de- 
struction. " A c-amber of Chippeways, Ottawas and Pottawatomies 
were so alarmed at this bold avowal that t,heg- hurried away from 
the Prophet." The estimated force of the Prophet at this time was 
from six to eight hundred men; and if, as it was reported, the 
defection had extended to all the tribes between the Illinois P* elver 
and Lake 3fichiga.n. that nurnber might be doubled. .t 

The governor dispatched another one of his interpreters, Joseph 
Barron, to the Prophet's town, in the hope that, when informed of 
the strength and resources of the United States, the Indians would 
be prevwted from commencing hostilities. This speech was deliv- 
ered to the Prophet by Earron, ill the presence of Tecumseh. No 
answer was made, but one was promised to be sent back br the 
int'erpreter. The latter lodged for the night with Tecumseh, when 
a general conversation ensued, in which Teculnseh denied " an in- 
tention to make war, but declared that it was not possible to be 
friends with the United States, unless the latter would abandon the 
idea of extending settlements further to the north and west, and 
explicitl~ acknowledge the principle that all the lands in the west- 
ern country were the common property of all the tribes. The 
Great Spirit," said Tecumseh. "gave this island to his red chil- 
dren. He placed the whites on the other side of the big water. 
They were not contented with their own, but came to take ours from 
us. They have driven us from the sea to the lakes -we can go no 
farther. They have talien upon them to say this tract is the Mi- 
ami's, this is t,he Delaware's? and so on; but the Great Spirit 
intended it as the common property of all. Our father tells us 
that we have no business upon the Wabash - that the land belongs 

" Memoirs of Gen. Harrisoc, pp. 126, 127. 
f Idem, 138. About this time an old Piankashaw, named Grosble, or Big-Corn, a 

particular friend to Gen, H d s o n  and the United States, asked the former for permis- 
sion to move beyond the Mississippi, alleging that he heard nothing among the Indians 
but news of war, and as he intended to take no part in it he wished to be out of 
damger. 
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to other tribes. The Great Spirit ordered us to come here, and hire 
we will stay." 

Tecuniseh told the interpreter that he would come to Vincerlnes 
and visit Gen. Harrison, and bring with him about t h i ~ t y  of the 
principal men. Accordingly, on the 12th of August, 1810, Tecum- 
seh arrived at Vincennes, where a council was held, at which mu- 
tual explanations were made in the presence of a large concourse 
of Indians, militia and the citizens of the town. Tecumseh, in his 
speech, took the grounds of a common ownership by all the Indians 
of all the lands, and of the inability of one tribe to dispose of any 
part of it without the consent of all the others. H e  grew very vio- 
lent as the interpreter was rendering Gen. Harrison's reply. The 
Indians sprang to their feet, seizing their tomahawks and war clubs, 
bending their eyes fiercely upon the governor. The militla were , 
quickly marched up to the scene of the difficulty, and order was re- 
stored. The next morning Tecumseh, greatly mortified at his dis- 
play of anger and bad manners, met the governor with an apology. 
The l&er assured him that he would submit his propositions to the 
president, adding, at the same time, that there was little probability 
of their being acceded to. " Well," said Tecumseh, $ '  as the great 
chief is to determine the matter, I hope the Great Spirit will put 
sense enough into his head to induce him to direct you to give u p  
this land. I t  is true he is so far off that he will not be injured by 
the war. H e  may still sit in his town and drink his wine whilst you 
and I will have to$ght i t  out."% And fight it out they did, as we 
will now proceed to show. 

Erents transpiring subsequent to the conference at Vincennes 
clearly demonstrated that there was no other alternative ; either the 
prophet's town had to be destroyed, and the purposes of Tecurnseh 
thwarted, or else the advancing line of white population would be 
driven back from whence it came. 

The boldness and insolence of the assemblage at the Prophet's 
town increased daily ;. hostile parties were continually leaving that 
place for the white settlements, where they killed the inhabitants 
and stole their horses. Finally, Gov. Harrison receired orders to 
proceed to the Prophet's town with a military force, which he was 
only to rise after all efforts to effect a peaceable dispersion of its 
occupants had failed. The governor left Vincennes on the 26th of 
September, 1811, with a force of nine hundred effective men, com- 
posed of the 4th Reg. U. S. regulars, with a body of militia, and a 

"Memoirs of Gen. Harrison, p. 159. 
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hundred and thirty volunteer dragoons. The regulars had been 
organized for some time, and were well drilled and ably officered. 
James Miller, who subsequently immortalized himself at Lundy's 
Lane by replying, when asked if he could take the English battery 
on the hill, ': I will try? sir," and in the heroism and success with 
which he made the effort, being the lieutenant-colonel." The mili- 
tia, who were all volunteers, had been well trained by the gocernor 
in person in all those peculiar evolutions practiced by Gen. Wayne's 
army, and which had been found so efficient in operating against the 
Indians in a covered country. On the 3d of October the army. 
moving up on the east side of the Wabash, reached a place on the 
bank of the stream some two miles above the old Wea village of 
We-au-ta-no, ' &  The Risen Sun, '' called by m a n  the " Old Orchard 

Town," and time out of mind, by the early French traders, Tcrre 
Haute. Here the governor halted, according to his instruct.ions. 
within the boundary of the country already ceded by the Indians, 
and occupied his time in erecting a fort, while waiting the return of 
messengers whom he had dispatched to the Prophet's town, demand- 
ing the surrender of murderers, and the return of stolen horses 
sheltered there, and requiring that the Shawnees, Winnebagoes, 
Pottawstornies and Kickapoos collected there should disperse and 
return to their own tribes. The messengers were treated with great 

_insolence by the Prophet and his council, who, to put an end to all 
hopes of peace, sent out a small war party to precipitate hostilities. 
This war ya.rty, finding no strbgglers about the governor's encamp- 
ment, shot at and wounded one of his sentinels. The Delaware 
chiefs who went with the messengers to the Prophet's town advised 
*he governor, on their return, that it  would be in cain to expect that 
anything short of force would obtain satisfaction for past injuries or 
security for the future. They also informed him that tbe strength 
of the Prophet was daily increasing by accessions of ardent and 
giddy young men from every tribe, and particularly from those along 

~iver. and beyond the Illinois P' 
The new fort was finished on the BSth of October, and by the 

llnanimous request of all the oecers it was christened "librt f i r -  

*This intrepid officer was so extremely ill of the fever when the regiment marched 
that he could scarcely walk. He did go, however, as far as Ft. Hamson, and on the 
completion of this work he could go no farther, and the fort, with a garrison con- 
sisting of invalids like himself. was assigned to his command. 

f The illustration is copied from a lithograph in possession of M M. Redford, Dan- 
e ,  Illinois. It is one of a number of impressions printed by Modesit & Hager in 
1848. It was drawn from descriptions given by old settlers who were well acquainted 
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On the 29th of October Gov. Harrison moved up the Wabash, 
crossing Raccoon Creek at Armysburg, and ferrying his army over 
the Wabash at the mouth of the former stream on boats sent up the 
river for that purpose. The army encamped on the 2d of November 
some two miles below the mouth of the Big Vermilion, and about a 
mile below the encampment a block-house, partly jutting over the 
river, twenty-five feet square, was erected on the edge of a small 
prairie sloping down to the water's edge. The block-house was gar- 

FORT HARRISON IN 1812. 

risoned with a sergeant and eight men, in whose charge were left the 
boats which up to this time had been used for the transportation of 
supplies." On the 3d the arxny left the block-house, crossed theVer- 
milion and entered the prairies, the route passing just east of State 

' 

with the fort and surroundings before its demolition, and was pronounced a faithful 
and good representation. 

Samuel R. Brown, in his Western Gazetteer, p. 69, gives an account he received 
from the French traders at Fort Harrison, in 1816, of the traditional great battles fought 
between the Indians? many years ago, on the ground at Fort Harrison. On account of 
the rarity of the volume in which it is found, the veracity of its author, the time when 
and persons . .. from whom he received it, and the interest attaching to the tradition, we 
insert it here : 

" The. French have a tradition that an exterminating battle was fought in the begin- 
ning of the last century, on the groand where Fort Harrison now stands, between 
Indians living on the Mississippi and those of the Wabash. The bone of eontenbon 
was the lands lying between those rivers, which both parties claimed. There were 
about a thousand warriors on each side. Sic condition of the fight was that the-vie- 
tors should possess the lands in dispute. The grandeur of the prize was pecum~ 

. calculated to inflame the ardor of savage minds. The contest commenced about sun- 
rise. Both parties fought desperately. The Wabash warriors came off conqueron, 
having sever. men left alive a t  sunset, and their adversaries but $,e. The nloud 
still to be seen where it is said the slain were BURIED.'' 

* Memoirs of General Harrison : Dillon's Indiana, p. 463. 
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Line city; from thence to Crow's Grove, where the army went into 
amp for the night. 

~t was from this point that Capt. Prince was sent forward to -find 
a crossing place at Fine Creek." In  passing through this prairie 
country? the arlny was frequeatly rnade to practice all those forma- 
tions it was probable they would have to assume in action. 
On the 4th of November the army approached the rer? difficult 
pass of Pine Creek. This stream presents a curious spectacle in 
that country. For many miles before it discharges itself into the 
mabash its course is tllrough an immense mass of rock, the sides 
of which in some places are perpendicular. Few places can be 
found where the stream may be crossed with facility. The Indian 
path, upon which the army was then marching, led to a defile ex- 
tremely diEcult of passage, and would have afforded thk enemy an 
0pportunit~- to make an attack very unfavorable to the tr0ops.t In  
the course of the night of the 4tnh of November, Gov. Rarrison sent 
Capt. Prince with a small force: to discover a passage higher up the 
stream. This officer returned at ten o'clock the foilowing morning, 
with a report that " a few rniles higher up he had found a good cross- 
ing place," since known as the " army ford ' ?  where the prairies on 
each side skirted the creek." On the evening of the 5th the army 
encamped within nine or ten miles of tqhe Prophet's town. The 6th 
was consumed by the governor in working his army over difficult 
ground toward the Indian town, and in edeavoring to speak with 
the Indians who, in great numbers, now swarmed about his front 
and flanks, declining to communicate with his interpreters, and 
"continued to insult our people by their gestures." Every invi- 

- 

t a t i o ~  to a parley by the interpreters, who were some distance in 
front for that purpose, " was answered by menace and insult. " I t  
was evident that the Indians intended to fight, and the troops, in 
high spirits, wanted to be led to the attack immediately. This the 

- - 

governor would not permit until every effort for a peaceable soh- 
tion of the difficulties were exhausted. The army being within a 
short distance of the town, the governor was determined not to 
jeopardize his men by advancing nearer that evening, nor until he 

* Tipton's Journal. The track of Harrison's army remained for maw years. The 
armg encamped in the grove upon its return. 

t The governor knew that it had been selected for an ambuscade by the  Indians, 
once, m the year 1786. when Gen. George it. Clarke commanded an expehtlpn against 
the Indians of the Wabash, which failed from a mutiny of the troops eight d e s  
above Vincennes, and a, second time, in 1790, when Col. Hamtramck ma~ched up the 8 

Wabash to make a diversion in favor of Gen. Harmar. The governor, m t h  a howl-  
edge of this fact, had no notion of leading his army into this defile. 

S Tipton's scouts. T i d e  his Narrative Journal. 
19 

I 
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knew precisely the situation of the village and the character of 
the intervening ground. Maj. Davis, who, with the other officers, 
desired, like the men, immediate action, replied that from the 
right of the position of the dragoons, in fi-ant, the openings made 
by low grounds of the Wabash could be seen; that in company 
with his adjutant, D. Floyd, he had advanced to the bank, which 
descends to the low grounds, and had a fair view of the cultivated 
fields and the houses of the town, to which the open woods where 
the army then was, continued without interruption. The governor 
said he would advance if he could get a suitable person to proceed 
to the town with tt flag. Capt. T. Dubois, of Vincennes, offered 
his services, aud proceeded, with an interpreter, to the Prophet, 
desiring to know whether he would now comply with the terms that 
had been so often proposed to him. The army, in order of ba,ttIe, 
moved slowly toward the town. Directly a message came from 

' Capt. Dubois, wit.h word that the Indians, who were near him in 
considerable numbers, would return no answer to the interpreter, 
although sufficiently near to hear what was said to them, and that, 
upon his advancing, the Indians endeavored to cut him off from the 
army. The governor could no longer hesitate in treating the In- 
dians as enemies. He  recallgd Capt. Dubois, and moved up with a 
determination to attack them. He had not proceeded far before he 
was met by three Indians, one of them a principal counsellor of the 
Prophet, who said they were sent to know why the armi was ad- 
vancing; that the Prophet wished to avoid hostilities ; that prtcific 
messages had been returned to the governor by his messengers, the 
Miami and Pottawatoinie chiefs, who, unfortunately, had proceeded 
back on the south side of the Wabash, thus missing the governor, 
who was marching up on the other. Hostilities were suspended 
accordingly, and a meeting was agreed upon to take place the next 
day, for the purpose of firing upon terms of peace. The governor 
told the deputation that he would go on to the Wabash and encamp 
for the night. 

Marching a short distance farther, he came in view of the tomy 
which was seen at some distance up the river, upon a.commanding 
eminence. Maj. Davis had mistaken some scattering houses in the 
fields below for the town itself. The ground below the town being 
xnfavorable for an encampment, the army continued its march in 
the direction of  the town, for the purpose of obtaining a better sit- 
uation beyond. The dragoons becoming entangled in a piece of 
ground covered with brush and the tops of fallen trees, a halt was 
ordered, and the position of the cavalry changed t,o some open fields 
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to the river. The Indians, seeing this maneuver as the 
umy approached the town, supposed they intended to attack it, and 
immediately prepared for its defense. The governor rode forwwd 
and requested some of the Indians to come to him, assuring them 
that nothing was farther from his thoughts than of attacking them ; 
that the groulld below the town was not fit for an encampment and 
that his rliovements were for no other purpose than to search for a 

better one above. He then asked if there was any other water con- 
venieut besides that in the Wabash, and an Indian with whom the 
governor was well acquainted referred him to the creek which the 
army had crossed two miles back, and that ran through the prairie to 
the north of the  illa age. A halt was ordered, and three officers sent. 
Oat, whot returning in half an hour, reported that they had found on 
the creek, since called Burnett's Creek, an elevated spot nearly 8 ~ -  

rounded by an open prairie and supplied with water and fuel. TO 
this place (since famous as the Tippecanoe battle-ground, about eight 
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&les north of La Fayette, Indiana, on the northwest side of the 
W abash) the army repaired, and went into camp for the night.% 

The illustration will assist the reader, while perusing an account 
of the engagement contained i n  the following extracts ta.kerl from 
Gov. Harrison's oEcial report. 

L 4  I then took leave of the chief, and a mutual promise was again 
for a suspension of hostilities until we could have an interview - 

on the following day. I found the ground destined for the encamp. 
ment not altogether such as I could wish it. I t  was, indeed, admira- 
bly calculat6d for the encampment of regular troops that were 
opposed to regulars, but it afforded great facility for the approach of 
savages. I t  was a piece of dry oak land, rising about ten feet above 
the level of a marshy prairie in front, (toward the Indian town), and 
nearly twice that height above a similar prairie in the rear, through 
which, and near to this bank, ran a small stream clothed with willows 
and brushwood. Toward the left flank this bench of high land 
widened considerably, but became gradually narrow in the opposite 
direction, at the distance of one hundred and fifty yards from the 
right flank terminated in an abrupt point. The two columns of 
infantry occupied the front and rear of this ground, at the distance 
of about one hundred and fifty yards from each other, on the left, 
and something more than half that distance on the right flank. 
These flanks were filled up, the first by two companies of mounted 
riflemen, amounting to one hundred and twenty men, under the 
command of Maj.-Gen. Wells, of the Kentucky militia, who served 
as major, the other by Spencer's company of mounted riflemen, 
which amounted to eighty men. The front line was cornposed of one 
battalion of United States infantry, under the command of Major 
Floyd, flanked on the right by two companies of militia, and on the 
left by one company. The rear line was composed of a battalion of 
United States troops under command of Captl. Bean, acting as major, 
and four companies of militia infantry under Lieut.-Col. Decker. The 
regular troops of this line joined the mounted riflemen under Gen. 
Wells on the left flank? and Col. Decker's battalion for~ned an angle 
with Spencer's company on the left. 

" Two troops of dragoons, amounting to. in the aggregate, about 
sixty men, were encamped, in the rear of the left flank, and Capt. 
Parke's troop, which was larger than the other two, in the rear of 
the front line. Our order of encampment varied little from that 

*The illustration of the battls-ground was drawn by the historical writer, B. J. 
Losing, who visited the locality in 1860, and appears in his Field Book of the War-of 
1812; and the posltlons of the several corps are located on the plan in conformity mth 
tlie official account of the battle. 
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above described, excepting when some peculiarity of the ground 
made it necessary. For a night attack the order of encampment was 

4 the order of battle, and each man slept immediately opposite to his 
post in the line. In.the formation of my troops I used a single rank, 
or what is called Indian file, because in Indian warfare. where there 
is no shock to resist, one rank is nearly as good as two, and in that 
kind of warfare the extension of line is of .the first importance. Raw 
troops also manoeurer with much more facility in single than in double 

I t  was myconstant custom to assemble all the field officers at 
tent ever. evening by-signal, to give them the watchword and 

the instructions for the night ; those given for the night of the 6t,h 
were that each troop. which formed a part of the exterior line of the 
encampment should hold its own ground until relieved. The dragoons 
were ordered to parade, in case of a night attack, with their pistols in 
their belts, and to act as a corps of reserve. The camp was defended 
by two captains' guards, consist,ing each of four non-commissioned 
officers and forty-two privates, and two subalterns' guards of twenty 
non-commissioned officers and privates, the whole under the com- 
mand of a field officer of the day. The troops were regularly called 
up an hour before day, and made to continue under arms until it was 
quite light. 

"On the morning of the 7th I had risen at a quarter after four 
o'clock, and the signal for calling out the men would hare been 
given in two minutes when the attiick con~menced. I t  began on our 
left flank; but a signal gun was fired by the sentinels, or by the 
guard, in that direction, which made not the least resistance, but 
abandoned their officer and fled into camp, and the first notice which 
the troops of that flank had of the danger was from the yells of the 
sa,vages within a short distance of the line; but even under those 
circulnstances the men were not wanting to themselves or the occa- 
sion. Such of them as were awake, or were easil- awakened, seized. 
their a,rms and took their stations ; others, which were more tartly, 
had to contend with the enemy in the doors of their tents. The 
storm first fell upon Capt. Ba,rton's company of the 4th U. S. Reg.. 
and Capt. Geiger's company of mounted riflemen, which formed t,he 
left angle of the rear line. The fire upon these was exceedingly 
serere, and they suffered considerabl?: before relief could be brought 
to them. Some few Indians passed into the encampment near the 
angle, and one or two penetrated to some distance before they were 
Hilled. I believe all the other companies were under arms and tol- 
erably formed before they were fired on. The morning was dark 
and cloudy; our fires afforded a partial light. which, if it gave US 
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some opportunity for taking our positions. was still Inore adrzEtaa 
geous to the enemy, affording then1 the means of taking a surer aim; 
they were, therefore, extinguished. Under all these discouraging ' 

circumstances, the troops (nineteen-twentieths of whom never had 
been in action before) behaved in a manner that can never be too 
much applauded. took their place without noise. and less 
confusion than could hare been expected from ~e t e r ans  placed in 
the same situation. As soon as I could niount my horse I rode to 
the angle that was attacked. I found that Barton's company had 
suffered severely, and the left of Geiger's entirely broken. I ilnme 
diately ordered Cook's cornpail>-, and tlle late Capt. '\TTentrn~rth.~~, 
under Lieut. Peters. to be brought up fiolll the center of the rear 
line, where the grould was much more defensible. and fon~ecl across 
the angle in support of Earton's and Geiger's. M -  attention was 
then engaged bv a heavy firing upon the left of tlie front line, ahere 
were stationed the sliiall company of Cllitecl States rifleme11 (then, 
however, armed with muskets), and the colnpanies of Beall, Snell- 
ing and Prescott, of the 4th Reg. I found illaior D~I-iess forluing 
the dragoons in the rear of those companies. ancl illlclerstanding that 
the heariest part of the enemy's fire proceeclecl from some trees 
about fifteen or twenty paces in front of those colr~panies, I directed 
the major to disloclge thein 1vit.11 a part of the clragoons. I'nfortu- 
nately, the major' s gallantry deterniined him to execnte the order 
with a smaller force than was suflicient, wllidl enabled tlle enemy 
to avoid him in front and attack his flanks. The lliajor mas mortally 
wounded, and his part; driven beck. The Indians were. ilowe~er, 
immediatelv and gallantlv dislodged fro~ll their advantageous posi- 
tion by Capt. Snelling at the head of his company. 

'' In  the course of a few minutes after tlle coniizlencen~ellt of the 
at,tack tohe fire extelidecl along the left flank, the whole of tlle front, 
the right flank and part of the rear line. Upon Spencer's il~ounted 
riflemen and the right of Warwick's company, which was posted on 
the right of the rear line, it was excessively severe. Capt.. Spencer 
and his first and second lieutenants were killed, and Capt. Warwick 
was mortally wounded. Those corrlpanies, however, still. bravely 
maintained their posts, but Spencer had suff'ered so severely. and 
having originally too inucli ground to occupv, 1 reinforcecl tlleln with 
Robb's company of riflemen, which had been driven, or  b r  mistake 
ordered, from their positions on the left flank toward the center of 
the camp, and filled-t,he vacancy that had been occupied by Rob6 
with Prescott'a company of the 4th United States regiment. My 
great object was to keep the lines entire, to prevent the enemy from 
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breaEng into the camp, until da?-light. which should enable me to 
make a general and etiectual ch~rge .  T i t h  this in l-ien. I had rein- 
forced ever:- part of the line that had suffered iuuch. and as soon as 

the of mnnliug discorered itself I withclren fiolli the front 
line Snelling's. Pore!-'$ (under Lieut. Albrigllt I and Scott's. and. from 
the rear line vilson's. colllpanies. and drew tllenl up upon the left 
flank ; ;11ld at  the same time I ordered Cook's nllil Be;ln'S cumpanies, 
the forinrr fionl the rear. and the latter flwln the frolit. line. to 

the right flank. foreseeing that at these points the enemy 
inake their Inst e8orts. Najor Wells. who c01ul1laudt.d the 

left fla~lk. not kllowing l u -  illtentions precisel?-. lltid taken collimalid 
of these conlpallies. and hail charged the enelur- befort. 1 llacl fc>,nlllled 
the bod>- of dragoons with ~rllicll I inerirlt to snpport tile inf;Iutr-. a 

~irtaclllllent of these mere. l~owerer. rt.:id?-. and prored alllp1:- 
suEcient for the purpose. The Indiruls were driven b?- tllr infr~ntrj- 
at tllr point of the baymet. nnci the iiragonlls pursued and forced 
then1 illto a illa.~sll. where the?- conlcl not be followed. Capt. Cook 
and Lieut. Larabee llad. agreeable to 111:- order. ~uarcheii their com- 
panies to the rigltt flank. and for1llei-i the111 nllcier the fire of tlle ene- 
mr. and. being tllrll joined b\- the riflelnrn of tllnt flunk. llad charged 
the I~ldia~ls. killed a n~unber and put the rest to precipitate flight. A% 
favor;tble opporturlit~- was liere offered to pursue the enem?- with 
dragoons. bnt being eugaged at that tiille on the other flank. I did 
not observe it till it 11-as too late. 

b b  I llai-e tllns. sir. given ?-on the particulttrs of all action r~llicll 
aas cert;dnl\- ~ ~ ~ ; ~ i n t r ~ i ~ l e c i  wit11 tlle greatest obstiu;~c?-.;unc~c persewr- 
ance b -  botll pnrties. Tlle 1nili;lrls ~niulifesteii n ferocity unrcolllmo~l 
eyen n-it11 tllem. To their sm-age fur)- cmr troops opposed that cool 
and deliberate   lor n-llicll is cllar:~cte~*istic of the cllristi:~n sol- 
dier. ' ' ;<- 

r e  note a few of the iucidexlts coinlected wit11 the cilulpnigrl. 
The night was dark in cnllsrqnence of ciuuds. wllicll occnsiollall~ 
disch:u*ged a drizzling ruin. ;iBc)r(li~lg the Tndimls t i  cll:nlce to creep 
up so near t.lle sentries a$ to hear t l le~u cllallellg?.ed 11-1le1l reliered. 
The?- illtendecl to rush upon the selltillels ant1 kill tllelll hefore they 
could fire : but one of tlle selltinel:: discorering t111 Illciia~l creeping 
toward llilll ill tile grass. fired llis g1111. the report of wllich was in- 
stantl- follo~red bl- au 1ndi;in ?-ell. ;ind ;t desperate charge llpoli the 
left flank. Tile Indians ac1\-tunced to tlle wild inusic of their mttlea. 
made of (leers' 1loo-f~. tile sllrill iloise of their gnu chargers. blowing 

* General Harrison's OEeial Report: American State Papers. rol. 5, pp. 777, 775. 
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them as whistles, and furious savage yells, that arose in the darkness 
above the peals of the musketry. They fought like the very demons 
they were, inspired by the incantations of the Prophet, who, secnre 
from flying bullets, occupied an adjacent eminence and sang "the 
war song." He had told his followers that the American bullets 
would prove haruiless. So011 after the beginning of the battle word 
was sent him that his men were falling. He encouraged thenl to 
fight on, saying it wduld soon be as he predicted, and then sang the 
louder. The Indians rushed up to the b a y o ~ l ~ t s  of our men, and in 
one instance, related by Capt,. Snelling, an Indian adroitly pushed 
the bayonet of a soldier aside, and clave his head with a war club. 
The Winnebago warriors distinguished themselves by their bravery. 
The governor exposed himself constantly, and was present at everj 
poifit on the lines as they were severally pressed by the enemy. His 
clothing, hat, and even his hair, were c i~ t  by the enemy's balls." 

The 7th was spent in burying the dead on the field where thej 
fell, caring for the wounded, and fortifying the camp. On the 8th 
of November the village was reconnoitred, and gave evidence of 
haGing been abandoned in great haste. The househoid utensils 
were all left, and some guns, still in the covers in which they had 
been imported, and a quantity of prime double-glazed English rifle 
powder. Hogs and poultry were found, running through the village, 
a large quantity of corn and a vast number of kettles. Gen. John 
Tipton, who took a prominent part in this campaign, says in his 
daily journal that the Americans destroyed two thousand bushels of 
corn, besides six wagon loads which they hauled away from the Fil- 
lage.1. Everything useful to the army was removed? and then the 

**Of the little more than eight hundred Americans in the action, the U e d  and 
wounded numbered one hundred and eighty-eight. An e unusual per cent of-the 
wounded died or lost their limbs on account, as the surgeons said, of the Inchans 
h'aving chewed their balls, causing them to tear the flesh severely, and make a more 
ragged wound than a smooth ball would do. The Indians were estimated by some at 
six hundred; the traders, whose opportunities for knowing were good, said there were 
at least eight hundred. The previous summer there were four hundred and fifty war- 
riors at  the Prophet's town, and these were joined a few days before the battle by d 
the Kickapoos of the prairie, and by many other bands from the Pottawatomie villages 
on the Illinois, and the St. Josephs of Lake Michigan. I t  being in the dark, the I n d l ~ s  
were enabled to carry many of their dead and wounded away without their beug 
observed; still thirty-ei ht of their warriors were found upon the field. Of the Kick- 7 apoos braves in the batt e belonging to Pa-koi-shee-can, or " La Farine's " band alone, 
fourteen of the severely hurt, who got away from the Wabash, afterward died of &?r 
wounds, and were buried near their village, four miles west of Danville, where thm 
graves, shll to be seen, were pointed out to the early salt boilers in 1819, by the 
vivors who were cognizant of the facts. 

j Tipton's Journal of the " Indian Campaign of 1811 " contains many inemkg 
items. It was first published by the enterprising proprietor of the ~ n h y a r ! ~  
"News," m the lssue of the 5th of May, 1879. It covers the late Gen. Dpbn s. 
movements from the time his corn any left Corydon on the 12th of September, 1*l1~ 
to his return home on the 24th of hvember,  a period of seventy-four days. of 
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dage and everything in it was committed to the flames. L b  The 
l a p  is on the west side of the Wabash, miles above 
Vineennes, on the second bank, about two hundred yards from the 
river, and neat built. This is the main town ; but it  is scattering, , mile long, all the way a fine corn field." On the 9th the troops - 

were put in motion,. returning by the same route the? had come. 
The wounded were placed in wagons drawn by oxen, of which there 
was scarcely a sufficient number for this humane purpose. 811 camp 
quipage and baggage, owing to the ins~~fficiency of transportation, 
was destroyed, the governor setting the  example by knocking his 
own to pieces and throwing it into the fire. The whole army cheer- 
folly followed his example, and the camp was quickly strewed with 
debris of furniture, mess boxes, plates, dishes and bottles. With 
all this, it was difficult to make the wagons contain those who could 
=either walk nor ride. The wounded were dying every day. Early 
in the action two or three of the army fled, reaching the block-house 
below the Vermilion, &nd spread exaggerated news of the battle and 
the defeat of Harrison. And as the troops were returning, they 
iL were frequently met on their way by persons coming to learn 'the 
fate of their children or friends."" The army was reduced to the 
scantiest of rations, part of the time living upon parched corn; and 
on the 13th of November they reached the block-house, as'appears 
from Tipton's Journal, jnst as a timely boat wa.s arriving with much 
needed provisions. The next day as many of the sick and wounded 
as the boat would hold were placed aboa,rd and sent down the river. 
The main army reached Fort Harrison on the 14th of Kovember, 
and Vincerlnes four days later, where they were met with great re- 
joicing by t,he inhabitants. 

In its results, the engagement at Tippecanoe ranks as one of the 
most important ever fought against the Indians in the west. I t  may 
be said to have been the opening battle of the war of lS l2 ,  althouih 
the formal declaration of hostilities was deferred until the following 
June. EIow&ver many and grave were the irritating causes in the 
Atlantic states which had threatened the peace of the two countries, 
had they not existed, still, the continued aggressions of the Indians, 
operated upon as they were by traders within our borders and other 
subjects of Great Britain in Canada, woulld have provoked collision. 

his time was occu ied in advance of the army, either in picking out crossing places of 
shams or other $fficult portions, and in scouting. 

*Samuel R. Brown's History of the Second War of the Independence: Auburn, 1815, 
vol. 1, p. 227. 

t The causes culminating in the action at  Tippecanoe, the movements of the* Amer- 
iean f-s before and &r the engagement, and the incidents connected wrth the 
CamPagn, are taken from Dawson's Life of Harrison, McAfee's History of the Late 
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While the Indian diEculties described in this chapter were 
transpiring, matters between the United States and Great Britain 
were fast assuming a warlike hue. An embargo was laid upon all 
our shipping, to protect it against the unwarrantable int,erference of 

English cruisers. Our commerce upon the high seas was almost 
destroyed by the policy of Great Britain and France, then 

engaged in the mighty struggle for empire upon the continent of 

Europe. The depleted navy of England was recruited b seizure 
of Americans aboard of American ressels and ernpressing tIlem into 
her service. War was declared on the 19th of June, 1~1.3. 

Since the battle of Tippecanoe ' the frontiers," wrot,e Gen. Ear- 
rison, " never enjoyed more perfect repose." Still the Indialls Kcre 
powerful, thoroughly organized, and fully supplied wit11 guns and 
ammunition from Canada,! and were eagerly looking a,t the toma- 
hawk long uplifted in the hand of their English fatller. and only 
waiting the time when it should fall upon the hettcl of the ameri- 
cans, to begin an act,ive aiid determined war of extermination upon 
all of the western settlements. Notwit~llstancling tl~ese facts were 
so 'apparent, and the importance of providing a naval force upon 
Lake Erie and an army for the prot-ection of the northwest had been 
urged upon the secreta,rj- of wa,r and others. still the department 
refused: to do anything cominensnrate with the magnitude of the 
danger. Williarn Hull, goyernor of the Michigan territory, was 
appointed to the coinmalld of the westwsrcl frontiers ; and, although 
he advised the department that it was idle t,o attempt to hold the 
territory with less than three thousand well-equipped soldiers? little 
attention was paid. to his derna,nds. However, through the a,ctir- 
ity of the governors of Ohio, Iient,ucky and Indiana, a silldl army 
of militia volunteers, with the 4th United States regiment of reg- 
lars (BIiller's regiment of Tippecanoe fame) as a nnclens, was terdil? 
recruited. Owing to the wide extent of thinly-settled count'q from 
which the forces were drawn, t,he difficult..; of obt~ining rnuilition~ 
and provisiorls and lnoving tllein over districts unprovided with 
roads to points of concentration, bat seq-  slow progress was nlade. 
Before Hull coulcl reach Detroit the enernr. U S  who had receired in- 
telligence of the declaration of war before I-Iull was notified of the 
fact, had already begun the war by t,he capture of a schooner. along 
with a quantity of baggage and some t ,hir t '~ .  officers and privates 
aboard of her, while on its way from Miami Rapids to Detroit,. 
Overcoming all delays, Gen. Hull reached Spring Fells: three 

War in th3 Western Country, and Tipton's Journal. all regarded as sources of original 
and authenhc mformation. 
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miles below Detroit., only to be confronted with a naval and mil- 
itary force of the enemy in a more forward state of concentration 

the Canadian side of the ricer. The commanding general, , the lZt,h of the month. moved his forces across the river, issued 
florid to the inhabitants of Canada, whose soil he 

had inva.de~l. and in the course of a few days. retreated back to his 
old quarters. o n  the 16th of the same month. without striking a 
blow. Gen. Hull surrendered Detroit and his whole force to Sir 
rsaac Brocli, governor-general of Canada. This most unexpected 
caJamit- mas followed by intelligence, received on the 28th of July, 
that the port of Mackinaw had been captured by t,he British. Fast 
upon this st,art,ling news came the surrender of Fort Dearborn to 
the Indians by Capt.. Heald, on t,he l5t.h of August. and the mas- 
sacre or capture of the inhabitants and soldiers. Thus, in less than 
&st,r dars aft,er the declaration of li~st~ilities, t,he whole northwest, 
from the Detroit to the Mississippi R i ~ e r ?  was in the hands of the 
British or their Iliclian allies under the lead of English traders. 
Fort Wa,rne and Fort I-Iarrison mere the only points at which the 
Cnited States presented resist,ance. 

The plans of Tecumseh succeeding inore happily than he could 
hare expect,ecl, it wa.s determined to lay siege to Fort,s Wayne and 
Harrison simultaneously, as the only " remaining obstacles in the 
"a? of driving tlie white inhabitants over the Ohio " Eiicer. Fort 
Wape mas accordingly besieged, and closely incestted by the sav- 
apes until it was relieved by Gen. Harrison, who had been appointed 
to the chief colnl~ialid of the northwest immediately a,fter the sur- 
render of Hull. 

me will now let Capt. Taylor tell how nearlp the Indians suc- 
ceeded in gaining possession of Fort Harrison, onlc noting the fact 
that his oEcia,l report, written immediately after t,he assault. before 
opport~unit,y was giren him to acquire inore accurate inforination, 
errolleously llaliles the Xiamis as a part of tlie attacking force. 
N'hfiee. as well as others, writ.ing at a l a t , e~  date. correct l~ state 
that the eneniy were ICickapoos and Winnebagoes only. 

'' FORT H ~ R R I ~ O S ,  September 10. 
. . 
" DEAR SIR.- 011 Th~lrsCla~ erening. the 3d instant, after retreat 

beating, four ~ ~ 1 1 s  were lleard to fire in the direct,ion where two 
3 

SOung men (citizens resided here') were making h q ,  about four 
hundred distarlt from the fort. I was irnin.ediate1- iinpressed 
MI the idea tliat ther had beell killed b?- the Inclians. as the Pro- 
phet's part!- wollld &on be here for the purpose of commencillg 
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hostilities, and that they had been directed to leave this place, as we 
were about to do. I did not think it prudent to send out at that late 
hour o f  the night to see what had become of them, their not 

- - 
coming in convinced me that 1 was right i n  my conjecture. I waited 
till eight o'clock next morning, when I sent out a corporal witha 

- - 
small party to find them, if it could be done without running too 
puch risk of being drawn into an ambuscade. He soon sent back 
to inform me that he had found them both killed, and wished to 
know my further orders. I sent the cart and oxen and had them 
brought in and buried. They had been shot with two balls, scalped 

* 
and cut in the most shocking manner. Late in the evening of the 
4t.h instant old Joseph Lenar and about thirty or forty Indians 
arrived from the Prophet's town with a white flag, among whom 
were about ten women, and the men were composed of the chiefs of 
the different tribes that compose the Prophet's party. A Shawnee 
man, that could speak good English, informed me that old Lenar 
intended to speak to me next morning, and try to get something to 

eat. 
"At retreat beating I examined the men's arms and found thelu 

all in good order, and completed their cartridges to fifteen rounds 
per man. As I had not been able to inount a guard of more than six 
privates and two non-commissioned officers for some time past, and 
sometimes part of them every other day? from the dnhealthiness of 
the company, I had not conceived my force adequate to the defense 
of this post, should it be vigorously attacked, for some time past, 

"As I had just recovered from a very seyere attack of the fever? 
I was not able to be up much through the night. After tattoo, I 
cautioned the guard to be vigilant, and ordered one of the nun-com- 
missioned officers, as the sentinels could not see every part of the 
garrison, to walk around on the inside during the whole night, to - 

prevent the Indians taking any advantage of us, provided they had 
any intention of attacking us. About 11 o'clock I was awakened b;o 
the firing of one of the sentinels. I sprang up, ran out and ordered 
the men to their posts, when my orderly-sergeant, who had charge of 
the upper block-house, called out that the Indians had fired the 
lower block-house (which contained the property of the contractor, 
which was deposited in the lower part, the upper having been 
assigned to a corporal and ten privates as an alarm post). The guns 
had begun to fire pretty smartly from both sides. I directed the 
buckets to be got ready and water brought from the well and the fie  
extinguished immediately, as it was perceivable at that time ; but 
from debility or some other cause the men were very slow in execot- 
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ing my the word fire appeared to throw the whole of them 
into confusion,-and by the. time they had got the water and broken 
open the door, the fire had unfortunately communicated to a quantity 
of whisky (the stock having licked several holes through the lower 
part of the building, after the salt that was stored there, through 
&iCh the fire had been introduced without being discovered, as the 
night was cery dark), and in spite of every exertion we could make 
use in less than a 1-nolnent it ascended to the roof and baffled. 
every effort me could make to extinguish it. As the block-house 
adjoined the barracks that made part of the fortifications, most of the 
men immediately gave themselves up for lost, and I had the greatest 
6fficult~ in getting my orders executed. And, sir, what from the 
raging of the fire, the yelling and howling of several hundred Indi- 
ans, the cries of nine women and children (a part soldiers' and a 
part citizens' wives, who had taken shelter in the fort). and the 
despondency of so many of the men, which was worse than all, I 
can assure you that my feelings were unpleasant, and, indeed, there 
were not more than ten or fifteen men able to do a great deal,- the 
others being sick or convalescent; and to add t.o our other misfor- 
tunes, two of the strongest men in the fort, and that I had every 
confidence in, jumped the picket and left us. I saw by throwing off 
a pa,rt of the roof that joined t.he block-house that was on fire, and 
keeping the end perfectly wet, the whole row of buildings might be 
saved, and leave only an opening of eighteen or twenty feet for the 
entrance of the Indians after the house was consumed, and that a 
temporary breastwork rnight be executed to prevent their even enter- 
ing there. I convinced the men that this might be accomplished, 
2nd it appeared to inspire them with new life, and never did men 
act with more firmness and desperation. Those that were able 
(while the others kept up a constant fire from the other block-house 
and the two bastions) mounted the roofs of the houses. with Dr. 
Clark at their head, who acted with the greatest firmness and pres- 
ence of mind the whole time the attack lasted, which was seven 
hours, under a shower of bullets. and in less than a moment threw 
off as much of the roof as was necessar?. This was done only with 
aloss of one man and two wounded, and I am in ]lopes neither of 

r them dangerously. The man that was killed was a little deranged, 
and did not get off the house as soon as directed, or he would not 
have been hurt;  and although the barracks were seteral times in a 
blaze, and an immense quantity of fire against them, the men used 

exertions that they kept it under. and before day raised a tern- 
porary breastwork as high as a man's head, although the Indians 
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continued to pour in a heavy fire of ball and innumerable quantitp 
of arrows during the whole time the attack lasted, in every pafi of 
the parade. I had but one other man killed, nor any other wounded 
inside the fort, and he lost his life by being too anxious. He got into 

' one of the gaZleys in the bastion and fired over the pickets, and called 
out to his comrades that he had killed an Indian, and, neglecting to 
stoop down, in an. instant he was shot dead. One of the lnen that 
jumped the pickets returned an hour before day, and, running 
toward the gate, begged for God's sake for it to be opened. I sns- 
pected it to be a stratagem of the Iildians to get in, as I did not 
recollect the voice. I directed the men in the bastion, where I hap-' 
pened to be, to shoot him, let him be who he would, and one if 
them fired at him, but fortunately he ran up to the other bastion, 
where they knew his voice, and Dr. Clark directed him to lie down 
close to the pickets, behind an empty barrel that happened to be 
there, and at daylight I had him let in. His arm was broken in a 
most shocking manner, which he says was done by the Indians, 
which, I suppose, was the cause of his returning. I think it probable 
that he will not recover. The other they caught about one hundred 
and thirty yards from the garrison, and cut him all to pieces. After 
keeping up a constant fire until about six o'clock the next morning, 
which we began to return with some effect after daylight? they re- 
moved out of reach of our guns. A party of them clroce up the 
horses that belonged to the citizens here, and as they could not catch 
them very readily, shot the whole of them in our sight, as well as a 
number of their hogs. They drove off the whole of the cattle! 

- 

whkh amounted to sixty-five head, as well as public oxen. I had 
the vacancy filled up before night [which was made by the burning 
of the block-house] with a strong row of pickets which I got by 
pulling down the guard-house. "<+ 

The events following the relief o f  Fort Wayne, and the hilure 
at Fort Harrison, were the formation of a navy upon Lake Erie and 
the raising of a large militarf force by Gen. Hamison, under a- 
culties and such depressing delays as would have discouraged almost 
any other oflicers than Harrison and the immortal Perry. 

Orlthe 10th day of September, 1813, Perry met the '~ritish fleet 
of vessels at the head of Lake Erie, and caytnrecl every one of them 
in an engagement that shed imperishable fafile upon every officer 
and private of his command. Harrison7s army collected upon the 

* Gen. Taylor's report, read in connection with the account -given by the commander 
- on the other side,-Old Joseph Leaar, as Taylor calls " La Fame,  " or pa- koi-she-?*! 

-found on page 165, will give the reader a very fuLl understanding of the ingen111b 
and boldness of the attack on Fort, Harrison and the heroism of its defense. 
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P eninsnla formed by Sandusky Bay, with the venerable Gov. Isaac 
shelby in his gray hairs at the head of his children: the gallant 
gentucky militia, were transported across the lake to Malden, which 
the fleeing Proctor had burned at their approach. Retreating up 
the Eiver Thames, the forces of Proctor and Tecumseh were 
brought to an engagement near the Moravian towns, where, on 
the 5th of October, they were defeated in an action as brilliant 
upon the land as was Capt. Barclay's upon the water. 

The Indians were posted in a swamp, and were commanded by 
Tecumseh in person, who went down in the thickest of the fight, 
gallantl~ encouraging his men. E is  prediction was rerified to the 
letter - he and Harrison had - b  fougllt it out "; the confederation 
he had molded dropped to pieces. The several tribes hastened to 
Gen. Harrison's headquarters to  say they wanted peace. I t  was 
the last great conibination of the Indians against the whites ; and 
it is a historical coincidence that the confederations of both Pon- 
tiac and Tecumseh to check the erer ~ e s t w a r d  flow of immigration 
should have met their final OF-erthrow in the vicinity of Detroit, and 
on British soil. 

Happily for the west, that owiug largely to the exertions of its own 
people, the lost territory was recovered, and when the treat? of 
peace was concluded in 1815, the old boundary lines remained as 
before. without the loss of a single acre. 

Upon the restoration of peace, immigration received tt new im- 
pulse. Indiana, having sufficiently increased her population, mas, on 
the 11th of December, 1816, admitted as a state in the Union. Two 
years afterward, December 3, ISIS. Illinois followed Indiana in the 
sisterhood of states. 

The calnpaigns of Harmar. Scott, l\Tilkinsoll: St. Clair. nTayne 
and Barrison gave the 1-olnnteers a knowledge of tqhe beaut)- and 
fertility of the western country, and may well be said to have been 
$0 nlany exploring expeditions. As soon as the Iudian titles to the 
sel-era1 portions of the territory were successively extinguished, 
population paured in, often in advance of the government surveys. 
The Ohio and the Mississippi were the base. and the Illinois, the 
mabash, the &fiami and their tributaries, with other principal 
streams. were the supporting columns upon which the settlements 
res~ectivel- formed and gradually extended itself to the right and 
left froln these waters until the interrening coun t r~  was filled. 

Witkin little more than half n centur~~,  population has extended 
itself northward over the states of Indiana and Illinois. and coun- 
ties haye been organized like the blocks of a building, one upon 
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the other, until now those hitherto wild and uninhabited ~vastes corn- 
prise the most wealthy, enterprising and populous portions of these 
two states. 

The order in which these co~lnties. were organized and filled can 
be more properly carried forward in their respective count? histories 
in an unbroken continuity fro111 the place where t,he writer now bids 
the reader a hearty good-b~e.  
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